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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin
1406 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809
www.sspeterandpauluoc.org
www.orthodqxdelaware.org

Father Stephen Hutnick
(302) 798-4455
E-mail: otche10@gmail.com

HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry




January 5, 2025
Yolume 61: Number 01
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of Janumary S - 12, 2025

Sunday, January 5 — Sunday before the Nativity — Holy Fathers - Tone 3
8:30 AM - Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful

Coffee Hour — Lenten Soup Sale

Monday, January 6 — Nativity Eve
7:00 AM — Royal Hours

8:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

6:00 PM — Holy Supper

7:00 PM — Confessions

8:00 PM — Great Complines

Tuesday, January 7 — Nativity in the Flesh of Our Lord Jesus Christ
9:15 AM - Caroling
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful

Special Coffee Hour

Wednesday, January 8 - Synaxis of the Mother of God
8:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

Thursday, January 9 — Feast of St. Stephen
7:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

Sunday, January 12 — Sunday after the Nativity - Tone 4
8:30 AM - Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful

Coffee Hour — Lenten Soup Sale




SCRIPTURE READINGS
Sunday before the Nativity — Holy Fathers — Matins: Luke 24:36-53; Liturgy: Hebrews
11:9-10, 17-23, 32-40; Matthew 1:1-25
Monday - Nativity Eve - Royal Hours: Psalms 5,44,45-66, 86, 50-71. 131, 90-110, 85
15t Hour: Micah 5:2-4; Hebrews 1:1-12; Matthew 1:18-25
374 Hour: Jeremiah 3:36-4:4; Galatians 3:23-29; Luke 2:1-20
6'" Hour: Isaiah 7:10-16; 8:1-4, 8-10; Hebrews 1:10-14; 2:1-3; Matthew 2:1-12
9h Hour: Isaiah 9:6-7; Hebrews 2:11-18; Matthew 2:13-23
Vespers: 1) Genesis 1:1-13; 2) Numbers 24:2-9; 17-18; 3) Micah 4:6-7; 5:2-4; 4) Isaiah
11:1-10; 5) Baruch 3:36-38; 4:1-4; 6) Daniel 2:31-36; 44-45; 7) Isaiah 9:6-7; 8) Isaiah
7:10-16; 8:1-4; 8-10 — Liturgy of Saint Basil: Hebrews 1:1-12; Luke 2:1-20
Tuesday - Nativity of Our Lord: Matins: Matthew. 1:18-25; Liturgy: Galatians 4:4-7;
Matthew. 2:1-12
Wednesday - Synaxis of the Mother of God: Hebrews 2:11-18; Matthew 2:13-23
Thursday — Feast of St. Stephen — Acts of the Apostles 6:8-15, 7:1-5, 47-60; Matthew
21:33-42; Day: Hebrews 7:1-6; Mark 11:27-33
Friday -
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pasias DID YOU KNOW — that our celebration of
. the Birth of Christ is the foreshadowmg of
- . His Death and Burial? Both occur in a
~ Cave. The swaddling clothes remind us of
i - the Burial Shroud. Did you realize that the
chopping down of the Christmas Tree
represents the Death of Christ and the
putting it up and decorating it is a symbol
of the Resurrection. Did you realize that
the Wreathes that we hang are never
ending circles which represent eternity.
Did you know that the candy cane
represents the Good Shepherd (Christ
Himself) and the staff of the shepherds
who visit His birth. Did you know that the
gifts that we give and receive are
representations of the three gifts of the
Magi. Dld you know that on that beautiful day we have received the “Perfect Gift”,

Christ Himself, Who was given to us to remove all of our sins.
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CHRISTMAS GREETINGS

We would like to express our wishes for a most blessed and joyous Nativity
to His All-Holiness, Patriarch Bartholomew, to His Eminence, Metropolitan
Antony, to His Eminence, Archbishop Daniel, to Father Constantine and Pani
Dobrodyka Georgia Christo and their family, to Father Charles and Pani
Dobrodyka Melania Sanderson and their family, to all the members of the
Clergy, to the members of the Consistory, to all of our Seminarians, to all of
our Parish Organizations: our Church Choir; our Altar Boys; our Church
School; our Parish Sisterhood; our Parish UOL; our Parish Boy Scout Troop
#70 “The Peacemakers”; to all of the faithful Parishioners of Saints Peter and
Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church and to their families, to all Orthodox
faithful celebrating this great Feast of the Nativity of Our Lord today and to
all men, women and children of good will for

Christ is Born! Let us Glorify Him!

Father Stephen Hutnick

The Parish Board




ARCHPASTORAL CHRISTMAS LETTER
of the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
of the USA and Diaspora

To the Clergy and Faithful in the USA, Australia, New
Zealand, Western Europe, and South America

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

As we gather in the radiant light of the Nativity of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, our hearts are warmed
with the joy of this sacred season. We rejoice in the
birth of Emmanuel—God with us—who entered our
world to bring salvation, hope, and peace to all. This
holy celebration coincides with the conclusion of the
year 2024 and the dawn of 2025, a new year of God’s
grace. Together, let us reflect upon the blessings of the
past year and prepare to welcome the coming year with faith, love, and a renewed
commitment to walk in the light of Christ. The Lord’s Nativity reminds us that His grace
is ever-present, calling us to enter into the new year striving for peace and reaching out
with love to the darkest corners of our world — most especially to Ukraine. In a society
often marked by division and a culture of isolation, Christ came to unite us, to transform
us back to our original dignity as children of God. His Incarnation is a call to rebuild
relationships, foster community, and reflect the love of our Creator in our daily lives.

The Nativity season is also a time to celebrate the timeless traditions that define our
Ukrainian Orthodox faith and culture. The Holy Supper (Sviata Vecheria) brings families
together in sacred gatherings that span generations—grandparents, parents, and children
united in prayer and thanksgiving. These cherished customs, passed down through the
centuries, proclaim the joyful message of Christ’s Nativity and remind us of our shared
identity as His people. The singing of traditional carols (kolyadky), with their
proclamations of the Savior’s coming, strengthens our bonds of faith and brings the Light
of the Nativity into our homes and communities.

We encourage you, dear faithful, to preserve these sacred traditions and pass them on to
future generations. Sing the carols, prepare the Holy Supper, and greet one another with
the timeless proclamation: “Christ is Born! Glorify Him!” These acts of faith and love
testify to the enduring presence of Christ in our lives. As we reflect on the journey of
Christ’s life - from the manger to the cross - we are called to enter into His joy and to




walk with Him along the path of salvation. The history of salvation, which began in the
humble manger, leads us through the ultimate sacrifice on the Cross to the eternal glory of
His Resurrection. Let this sacred journey inspire us to live as His faithful disciples,
embracing His call to holiness and service.

Amid the coldness of the world, marked by war and suffering, the faithful in Ukraine offer
us a profound example of perseverance and faith. In the face of war, lack of electricity,
lack of heat and disrupted lives, they gather in basements and shelters, singing carols and
celebrating the Nativity with hearts warmed by the Light of Christ. We join them in spirit,
praying for peace in Ukraine and for all those enduring hardship in other war-torn areas of
the world.

The Prince of Peace entered the world to call us to be instruments of His peace. Let us
dedicate ourselves to this divine mission, praying and working for reconciliation and
healing in our communities and throughout the world. As we celebrate the Nativity, we
also reaffirm our commitment to the sanctity of human life, from conception to natural
death, and to the dignity of every person as a child of God.

Beloved in Christ, may the joy and warmth of this holy season fill your hearts and homes.
Let us proclaim together: “God is with us! Who can be against us?” By sharing the Light
of Christ - the Newborn King - we can bring hope and love to a world in need.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!
With Archpastoral Blessings,

+Metropolitan Antony
+Archbishop Jeremiah
+Archbishop Daniel
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+BARTHOLOMEW
BY GOD’S MERCY ARCHBISHOP OF CONSTANTINOPLE-NEW ROME
AND ECUMENICAL PATRIARCH

TO ALL THE PLENITUDE OF THE CHURCH: GRACE, MERCY AND PEACE
FROM THE SAVIOR CHRIST BORN IN BETHLEHEM
Most honorable brother hierarchs and blessed children in the Lord,

With the grace from above, we have once again this year arrived at the festal day of the
Nativity in the flesh of God the Word, who came into the world and dwelt among us “out
of his ineffable loving for humankind.” We honor with psalms and hymns as well as with




inexpressible joy the great mystery of the Incarnation, which is “newer than everything
new, the only new thing under the sun,”[1] through which the way is opened for us to
deification by grace and the entire creation is renewed. Christmas is not the experience of
emotions that “come rapidly and depart even more rapidly.” It is the existential
participation in the whole event of Divine Economy. As testified by the Evangelist
Matthew (ch. 1. 18-2.1-23), the leaders of the world sought to obliterate the divine infant
from the outset. For us faithful, along with the cry that “Christ is born” in the feast of the
incarnation of the Son and Word of God the Father, as well as the mournful bells of His
passion, we also hear the cry that “Christ is risen,” the good news of the victory over death
and expectation of the common resurrection.

The words “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace” are heard once more in a
world filled with violence, social injustice and dissolution of human dignity. The stunning
progress of science and technology does not reach the depth of the human soul, because
human beings are always more than what science can comprehend or to which the
advancement of technology aspires. The gap between heaven and earth in our human
existence cannot be scientifically bridged.

Today there is much talk about “the metahuman™ and praise of artificial intelligence. The
dream of “the superhuman” is of course hardly new. The concept of “the metahuman” is
based on technological progress and his equipment with means previously unimaginable
to human experience and history, through which humankind will be able to transcend
currently valid human measures. The Church is not technophobic. It approaches scientific
knowledge as “a divinely granted gift to human beings,” without however overlooking or
suppressing the dangers of scientism. The Encyclical of the Holy and Great Council of the
Orthodox Church (Crete, 2016) also emphasizes the contribution of Christianity “to the
healthy development of secular civilization,” since God “established human beings as
stewards of sacred creation and His coworkers in the world.” Moreover, it also highlights:
“The Orthodox Church sets against the ‘man-god’ of the contemporary world the ‘God-
man’ as the ultimate measure of all things. “We do not speak of a man who has been
deified, but of God who has become man (John of Damascus, An Exact Exposition of the
Orthodox Faithiii, 2 PG 94.988).”[2]

The answer to the crucial question—namely, how can we preserve the “culture of
personhood,” the respect for its sacredness and emphasis on its beauty, until the final
“eighth day™ in the face of the titanism and prometheanism of the technological culture, its
evolution and transmutation, in the midst of anthropotheistic changes and exaggerations of
humankind—has been given once for all in the mystery of Divine Humanity. God the
Word became flesh, the “truth has come” and “the shadow has passed.” For human
beings, speaking the truth will forevermore be associated with their relationship to God as



the response to God’s descent toward them and as the expectation and encounter of the
coming Lord of glory, This living faith supports the human struggle to respond to the
contradictions and challenges of earthly life, to life “by bread” (Mt 4.4), to survival as
well as social and cultural development. Nevertheless, nothing in our life can thrive
without reference to God, without the horizon of “the fullness of life, the fullness of joy
and the fullness of knowledge” of His Kingdom.[3]

Christmas is an opportunity for us to become conscious of the mystery of divine freedom
and the great miracle of human freedom. Christ knocks on the door of the human heart,
yet only human beings honored with such freedom are able to open that door. “Clearly,
without Him, without Christ,” as the late Fr. Georges Florovsky writes, “man cannot do
anything. But there is something that only man can do—namely, respond to God’s call
and welcome Christ.”[4]

By saying “Yes” to this calling from above, Christ is revealed as “the true light” (Jn 1.9),
“the way, the truth and the life” (Jn 14.6), the answer to the ultimate questions and
pursuits of the intellect, to the desires of the heart and the hopes of humankind, but also to
the “whence” and “whereto” of creation. We belong to Christ, in Whom all things are
united. Christ is “the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and the end”
(Rev. 22.13). In His voluntary incarnation “for us men and for our salvation,” the Word of
God “did not dwell in a single human being, but embraced human nature in its entirety
with His hypostasis,”[5] thereby establishing the common eternal destiny and unity of
humanity. He does not liberate one people, but the entire race of humankind; He does not
savingly divide only history, but renews the whole creation. Just as for history, so too for
the universe, “before Christ” and “after Christ” holds definitively and determinately valid.
Throughout its journey in the world, in history and through it to the Eschata, to the day
without setting in the heavenly Kingdom of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, the
Church that is “not in the world” witnesses to the truth and performs its sanctifying and
spiritual work “for the life of the world.”

Brethren and children in the Lord,

With a spirit of devotion, we kneel before the Mother of God who holds the infant and
humbly worship “the Word from the beginning” who assumed our form, and we wish to
all of you a blessed and holy Twelvetide and a favorable, healthy, peaceful and fruitful in
good deeds new year of the Lord’s favor, filled with spiritual joy and divine gifts, in
which the entire Christian world concelebrates and honors the 1700% anniversary of the
First Ecumenical Council of Nicaea.



Christmas 2024
+Bartholomew of Constantinople
Fervent supplicant of you all before God

To be read in churches after the Gospel Reading during the Divine Liturgy on the
Feast of Christmas.
[11 John of Damascus, Ar Exact Exposition of the Orthodox Faith, PG 94.984.
[21 Encyclical, § 10.
[3]1 Alexander Schmemann, / believe (Athens: Akritas Editions, 1991), 129 [from the
Greek].
[4] Georges Florovsky, Creation and Redemption (Thessaloniki: Pournaras Editions,
1983) [from the Greek].
[5] Nicholas Cabasilas, Nine Unpublished Homilies (Thessaloniki, 1976), 108.

The Nativity Sermon of St. John Chrysostom

BEHOLD a new and wondrous mystery.
My ears resound to the Shepherd’s song, piping no soft melody,
but chanting full forth a heavenly hymn. The Angels sing. The
Archangels blend their voice in harmony. The Cherubim hymn
their joyful praise. The Seraphim exalt His glory. All join to
praise this holy feast, beholding the Godhead here on earth, and
man in heaven. He Who is above, now for our redemption
dwells here below; and he that was lowly is by divine mercy
raised,

Bethlehem this day resembles heaven; hearing from the stars
the singing of angelic voices; and in place of the sun, enfolds
within itself on every side, the Sun of justice. And ask not how: for where God wills, the
order of nature yields. For He willed; He had the power; He descended; He redeemed; all
things yielded in obedience to God. This day He Who is, is Born; and He Who is,
becomes what He was not. For when He was God, He became man; yet not departing



from the Godhead that is His. Nor yet by any loss of divinity became man, nor through
increase became God from man; but being the Word He became flesh, His nature,
because of impassability, remaining unchanged.

And so the kings have come, and they have seen the heavenly King that has come upon
the earth, not bringing with Him Angels, nor Archangels, nor Thrones, nor Dominations,
nor Powers, nor Principalities, but, treading a new and solitary path, He has come forth
from a spotless womb.

Since this heavenly birth cannot be described, neither does His coming amongst us in
these days permit of too curious scrutiny. Though I know that a Virgin this day gave birth,
and I believe that God was begotten before all time, yet the manner of this generation I
have learned to venerate in silence and I accept that this is not to be probed too curiously
with wordy speech.

For with God we look not for the order of nature, but rest our faith in the power of Him
who works.

What shall I say to you; what shall I tell you? I behold a Mother who has brought forth; I
see a Child come to this light by birth. The manner of His conception I cannot
comprehend.

Nature here rested, while the Will of God labored. O ineffable grace! The Only Begotten,
Who is before all ages, Who cannot be touched or be perceived, Who is simple, without
body, has now put on my body, that is visible and liable to corruption. For what reason?
That coming amongst us he may teach us, and teaching, lead us by the hand to the things
that men cannot see. For since men believe that the eyes are more trustworthy than the
ears, they doubt of that which they do not see, and so He has deigned to show Himself in
bodily presence, that He may remove all doubt.

Christ, finding the holy body and soul of the Virgin, builds for Ilimself a living temple,
and as He had willed, formed there a man from the Virgin; and, putting Him on, this day
came forth; unashamed of the lowliness of our nature.

For it was to Him no lowering to put on what He Himself had made. Let that handiwork
be forever glorified, which became the cloak of its own Creator. For as in the first creation
of flesh, man could not be made before the clay had come into His hand, so neither could
this corruptible body be glorified, until it had first become the garment of its Maker.



What shall I say! And how shall I describe this Birth to you? For this wonder fills me with
astonishment. The Ancient of days has become an infant. Hle Who sits upon the sublime
and heavenly Throne, now lies in a manger. And He Who cannot be touched, Who is
simple, without complexity, and incorporeal, now lies subject to the hands of men. He
Who has broken the bonds of sinners, is now bound by an infants bands. But He has
decreed that ignominy shall become honor, infamy be clothed with glory, and total
humiliation the measure of His Goodness.

For this He assumed my body, that I may become capable of His Word; taking my flesh,
He gives me His spirit; and so He bestowing and I receiving, He prepares for me the
treasure of Life. He takes my flesh, to sanctify me; He gives me His Spirit that He may
save me.

Come, then, let us observe the Feast. Truly wondrous is the whole chronicle of the
Nativity. For this day the ancient slavery is ended, the devil confounded, the demons take
to flight, the power of death is broken, paradise is unlocked, the curse is taken away, sin is
removed from us, error driven out, truth has been brought back, the speech of kindliness
diffused, and spreads on every side, a heavenly way of life has been jin planted on the
earth, angels communicate with men without fear, and men now hold speech with angels.

Why is this? Because God is now on earth, and man in heaven; on every side all things
commingle. He became Flesh. He did not become God. He was God. Wherefore He
became flesh, so that He Whom heaven did not contain, a manger would this day receive.
He was placed in a manger, so that He, by whom all things arc nourished, may receive an
infants food from His Virgin Mother. So, the Father of all ages, as an infant at the breast,
nestles in the virginal arms, that the Magi may more easily see Him. Since this day the
Magi too have come, and made a beginning of withstanding tyranny; and the heavens give
glory, as the Lord is revealed by a star.

To Him, then, Who out of confusion has wrought a clear path, to Christ, to the Father, and

to the Holy Spirit, we offer all praise, now and forever. Amen.
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ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Christine Morrison, 1/7; John Serth,
1/7; Autumn Rose Fox, 1/9; Stephanie Humeniuk, 1/9; Nancy Hlywiak, 1/10; Joseph
Stevens, 1/10. May God grant them a very happy birthday and keep them for many, happy
and blessed years!

DONATIONS (CREDIT CARDS) ACCEPTED - for those who are interested, we can
accept donations to the Church through credit cards. See Mark Andreas for details.




MEETINGS
PARISH BOARD - Monday, January 14, 2025 @ 6:30 PM

2025 MAKING PYROHY TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR BAZAAR APRIL 5
Saturday, January 25; Saturday, February 8; Saturday, February 22; Saturday, March §;
Saturday, March 29.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
January 5 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

January 12 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

January 19 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
January 26 - Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
February 2 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Tuesday, January 7 — Nativity of Qur Lord

Monday, March 3 — Great Fast Begins

Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
Saturday, April 5 — Spring Bazaar

Sunday, April 20 — Resurrection of Our Lord

Sunday, May 11 — Mother’s Day Dinner

Sunday, June 15 — Father’s Day Dinner — Graduation Sunday

Sunday, July 13 — Patronal Feast Day

Saturday, August 2 — UOL Flea Market

SCHEDULING FOR THE PARISH - Please remember that all events, work parties,
use of the hall must be cleared through the calendar kept by Father Stephen so that dueling
events can be avoided.

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
January 5 - Sandy Cramer

January 12 - Sonya Patroni

January 19 - David and Eve Lazaration
January 26 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
February 2 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont

UOL SOUP SALES ~ Our UOL will be selling Lenten Soups every Sunday during the
Fast. The donation is $10.00 per quart.




BLESSING OF THE NEW ALTARCLOTHS — Today the new gold altar cloths will be
blessed in Memory of +Lorraine Neff and donated by Sue Taylor and Patricia Bringle.

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
2025 - January 5 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
January 12 - Thomas Scholz
January 19 - Jean Roeth
January 26 - Thomas Sulpizi
February 2 - Andrew Duncan
February 9 - John Plachuta
February 16 - Linda Hnatow

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of January 6 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus
Week of January 13 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of January 20 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of January 27 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of February 3 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of February 10 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

MINISTRY OF CARING — We will be collecting the following items for the Nativity
for the Ministry of Carin g: male and female pj’s, robes, slippers, bath soap and body
wash, socks, craft and activity kits, play dough, finger paints, kids musical instruments
and sweaters. The Angel Tree is in the entrance of the Church and you can pick one to
help with fulfilling the needs of others. All donations should be received by January 5.

UOL NEWS — Coffee Hours — UKRAINIAN SOLDIERS - On Sundays, December 15
& 29 — our UOL is asking that instead of giving monetary donations, that you might
donate new socks (boot size — wool blend) and winter underwear (men’s sizes). Other
priority requested items: Toothbrushes and paste, soap, hand towels razors, shaving
cream, gallon bags, full sized towels, black, tan, brown or green fleece or wool beanie
hats, black, tan, brown or green scarves or gloves (cold weather or military). These items
will be sent to Ukraine for our soldiers in the field. Thank you for your support. All
donations should be received by Sunday, January 5.

SICK CALL LIST - Please let Father know if anyone can be removed from the Prayer
for the Tl list. There are many names that have been on for a long time and may have
recovered and Father was not notified.



-

NATIVITY EVE SUPPER - A sign-up sheet is on the Coffee Hour Table. Please sign
up and consider what you might bring to the Supper.

REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Meiropolitan Antony,
Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevsky, Father Vasyl
Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Mark Kozak, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James
Norton, Father Victor Wronsky, Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael
Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic,
Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette
Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon
Austin, Stephania Bacha, Joyce Bendoakas, Fthel Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolion,
Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia
Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Martk Cello, Erik
Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, Paula Daubert,
William Dewhurst, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton,
Maria Economou, Mary Eagleton, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy,
Mary Farell, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva,
Staci Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria
Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel
Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Joette Jago, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl Jones,
Linda Josepinson, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst,
Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Ron Lazaration, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla
Lysenko, Jeremy Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy,
Stephen McNuity, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa
Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen
Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos,
Anthony Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice
Pinkowicz, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers,
Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Arlene
Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Caro] Rusk,
Isaac Schmidt, Joella Seale, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin
Sheets, Emily Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich
Steinman, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph *Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn,
Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia
Thomas, Brysen Tomel, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel
Trimble, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena
Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack
Ziegler & James Zook




“LET US NOW GO TO BETHLEHEM”

ome five miles south of Jerusalem, a small, unassuming town sits
é nestled among the rugged Judean hills. Its residents live in poverty

today, as they have for centuries. Ordinarily, history would barely
give such a place a passing glance, but this is no ordinary city of which we
speak. This is BETHLEHEM, the site chosen by God to manifest Himself
to the world in the Divine Person of Jesus Christ.

The word “Bethlehem” literally means “house of bread.” Numerous
references to this city are found in both the Old and New Testaments. It
was the home of Ruth and the setting of the tender story of love and
devotion related in the Book of Ruth. King David spent his youth in the
hills around Bethlehem, and was anointed here by Samuel to be King of
Israel. The tomb of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, who died giving birth to
Benjamin, is located just north of Bethlehem. Bethlehem was also one of
the strongholds fortified by Solomon’s son, Rehoboam, to guard the
approaches to the city of Jerusalem.

All of these things, however, are greatly overshadowed by Bethlehem
being the birthplace of Christ. Christians of all generations know every
detail of the “Christmas Story” as related in the Gospel accounts of St.
Matthew and St. Luke. The image of an exhausted Mary and Joseph,
finally finding lodging in a stable on the outskirts of Bethlehem after their
long journey from Jerusalem will forever be imbedded in the hearts and
minds of all faithful believers. It was here, amidst the animals and in the
stillness of the night that our Saviour was born!
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