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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin
1406 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809
www.sspeterandpauluoc.org
www.orthodoxdelaware.org

Father Stephen Hutnick
(302) 798-4455
E-mail: otche10@gmail.com

HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals'is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS - Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry




August 10, 2025
Volume 61: Number 32
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of August 10 - 17, 2025
Celebrating our 98 year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, August 10 - 9% Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 8

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Right Rev. Protopresbyter Gerald Ozlanski (1 Yr.)
Blessing of Cars
Coffee Hour

Tuesday, August 12
6:30 PM — Tentative Parish Board Meeting

Wednesday, August 13
8:00 AM — Butter and Onions

Thursday, August 14 — Holy Cross — Baptism Kyivan Rus; Beginning of the Dormition
Fast; Small Blessing of Water
7:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

Health of Metropolitan Antony

Friday, August 15

7:00 AM — Peeling potatoes

10:00 AM — Making sauerkraut balls
3:00 PM — Making potato balls

Saturday, August 16
8:00 AM — Making pyrohy

Sunday, August 17 — 10" Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 1
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion
9:30 AM -- Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour




SCRIPTURE READINGS
9% Sunday — Matins: John 20:19-31; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17; Matthew 14:22-34
Monday — 1 Corinthians 15:12-19; Matthew 21:18-22
Tuesday — 1 Corinthians 15:29-38; Matthew 21:23-27
Wednesday — 1 Corinthians 16:4-12; Matthew 21:28-32
Thursday — Procession of the Precious Wood of the Cross — B- aptism of Kyivan-Rus
Ukraine 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35. Day: 2 Corinthians
1:1-7; Matthew 21:43-46
Friday — 2 Corinthians 1:12-20; Matthew 22:23-33
Saturday — Romans 15:30-33; Matthew 17:24-18:4
10" Sunday — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 4:9-16; Matthew 17:14-23
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THOUGHTS ON TODAY’S GOSPEL
Today’s Gospel story taken from Saint Matthew 14:22-34 has a
deep symbolic meaning that goes far beyond the actual details. It is
a story about faith and about the closeness of Jesus to His Church,
even when He seems to be far away.

The disciples in the boat represent, in a not too subtle way, the
Church from which Jesus is never far even when the situation is
threatening and He is invisible. Today, when a great challenge
seems to be to proclaim faith in a largely faithless and yet religious
world, and then to apply that faith to a way of life; Jesus often
seems to be distant indeed. If it is true that God’s judgment is upon us for the way in
which basic beliefs of Christian faith have been weakened and adapted to fit a pagan
lifestyle, if it is true that the Church seems partially paralyzed when it come to
pronouncing the Gospel truth on the question of war, then Jesus must appear to be as
distant and unreal as that “ghost™ the Apostles saw on the stormy lake.

The only salvation lies in Peter’s plea: “Lord, if it is reall_}; You, tell me to come to You
across the water.” And into the water he plunged. It was an act of faith coupled with an
act that embodied that faith. The Christian must clearly understand that faith is professed
in action, aftitude and decision, not in words. Like Peter’s swim, the path to faith
expression is strewn with many failures, but the Lord will never fail anyone who sincerely
wants to travel it. This is true not only for us as individuals, but also for the community of
the Church. And we musty accept this reality for ourselves in both cases. As individuals
we can experience the Lord in our hearts and turn to Him with as much courage as we can
muster. For the Community of the Church it is the same; unless we as a church profess our
faith in the Lord through actions, which unmistakably reveal the Gospel, then we will no
more represent the Lord of Faith than does the individual person who lives without faith.




It may well be that God is calling both the individual and the Community to abandon their
comfortability and diluted faith in the Lord for a harsher and more real acknowledgement
of Him! Perhaps when the storm gets worse!
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Greatmartyr and Healer Panteleimon

Commemorated on July 27 (August 9)
The Great Martyr and Healer Panteleimon was born in the city of Nicomedia into the
family of the illustrious pagan Eustorgius, and he was named Pantoleon. His mother Saint
Euboula (March 30) was a Christian. She wanted to raise her son in the Christian Faith,
but she died when the future martyr was just a young child. His father sent Pantoleon to a
pagan school, after which the young man studied medicine at Nicomedia under the
renowned physician Euphrosynus. Pantoleon came to the attention of the emperor
Maximian (284-305), who wished to appoint him as royal physician when he finished his
schooling.

The hieromartyrs Hermolaus, Hermippus and Hermocrates, survivors of the massacre of
20,000 Christians in 303, were living secretly in Nicomedia at that time. Saint Hermolaus
saw Pantoleon time and again when he came to the house where they were hiding. Once,
the priest invited the youth to the house and spoke about the Christian Faith. After this
Pantoleon visited Saint Hermolaus every day.

One day the saint found a dead child on the street. He had been bitten by a great snake,
‘which was still beside the child’s body. Pantoleon began to pray to the Lord Jesus Christ
to revive the dead child and to destroy the venomous reptile. He firmly resolved that if his
prayer were fulfilled, he would become a follower of Christ and receive Baptism. The
child rose up alive, and the snake died before Pantoleon’s eyes.

After this miracle, Pantoleon was baptized by Saint Hermolaus with the name
Panteleimon (meaning “all-merciful”). Speaking with Eustorgius, Saint Panteleimon
prepared him to accept Christianity. When the father saw how his son healed a blind man
by invoking Jesus Christ, he then believed in Christ and was baptized by Saint Hermolaus
together with the man whose sight was restored.

After the death of his father, Saint Panteleimon dedicated his life to the suffering, the sick,
the unfortunate and the needy. He treated all those who turned to him without charge,
healing them in the name of Jesus Christ. He visited those held captive in prison. These
were usually Christians, and he healed them of their wounds. In a short time, reports of the
charitable physician spread throughout the city. Forsaking the other doctors, the
inhabitants began to turn only to Saint Panteleimon.




The envious doctors told the emperor that Saint Panteleimon was healing Christian
prisoners. Maximian urged the saint to refute the charge by offering sacrifice to idols.
Saint Panteleimon confessed himself a Christian, and suggested that a sick person, for
whom the doctors held out no hope, should be brought before the emperor. Then the
doctors could invoke their gods, and Panteleimon would pray to his God to heal the man.
A man paralyzed for many years was brought in, and pagan priests who knew the art of
medicine invoked their gods without success. Then, before the very eyes of the emperor,
the saint healed the paralytic by calling on the name of Jesus Christ. The ferocious
Maximian executed the healed man, and gave Saint Panteleimon over to fierce torture.

The Lord appeared to the saint and strengthened him before his sufferings. They
suspended the Great Martyr Panteleimon from a tree and scraped him with iron hooks,
burned him with fire and then stretched him on the rack, threw him into a cauldron of
boiling tar, and cast him into the sea with a stone around his neck. Throughout these
tortures the martyr remained unhurt, and denounced the emperor, At this time the priests
Hermolaus, Hermippus and Hermocrates were brought before the court of the pagans. All
three confessed their faith in the Savior and were beheaded (July 26; August 8).

By order of the emperor they brought the Great Martyr Panteleimon to the circus to be
devoured by wild beasts. The animals, however, came up to him and licked his feet. The
spectators began to shout, “Great is the God of the Christians!” The enraged Maximian
ordered the soldiers to stab with the sword anyone who glorified Christ, and to cut off the
head of the Great Martyr Panteleimon.

They led the saint to the place of execution and tied him to an olive tree, While the martyr
prayed, one of the soldiers struck him with a sword, but the sword became soft like wax
and inflicted no wound. The saint completed his prayer, and a Voice was heard from
Heaven, calling the passion-bearer by his new name and summoning him to the heavenly
Kingdom.

Hearing the Voice, the soldiers fell down on their knees before the holy martyr and
begged forgiveness. They refused to continue with the execution, but Saint Panteleimon
told them to fulfill the emperor’s command, because otherwise they would have no share
with him in the future life. The soldiers tearfully took their leave of the saint with a kiss.

When the saint was beheaded, the olive tree to which the saint was tied became covered
with fruit. Many who were present at the execution believed in Christ. The saint’s body
was thrown into a fire, but remained unharmed, and was buried by Christians. Saint
Panteleimon’s servants Laurence, Bassos and Probus witnessed his execution and heard
the Voice from Heaven. They recorded the life, the sufferings and death of the saint.




Portions of the holy relics of the Great Martyr Panteleimon were distributed throughout all
the Christian world. His venerable head is now located at the Russian monastery of Saint
Panteleimon on Mt. Athos.

Saint Panteleimon is venerated in the Orthodox Church as a mighty saint, and the
protector of soldiers. This aspect of his veneration is derived from his first name
Pantoleon, which means “a lion in everything”. His second name, Panteleimon, given him
at Baptism, which means “all-merciful”, is manifest in the veneration of the martyr as a
healer. The connection between these two aspects of the saint is readily apparent in that
soldiers, receiving wounds more frequently than others, are more in need of a physician-
healer. Christians waging spiritual warfare also have recourse to this saint, asking him to
heal their spiritual wounds.
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Procession of the Honorable Wood of the Life-Giving Cross of the Lord
(First of the three “Feasts of the Savior” in August)
Commemorated on August 14/1

The origin of this Feast is explained in the Greek Horologion of 1897: “Because of the
illnesses which occur during the month of August, it was customary at Constantinople to
carry the Precious Wood of the Cross in procession throughout the city for its
sanctification, and to deliver it from sickness.”

On the eve (July 31), the Cross was removed from the imperial treasury and placed it upon
the Holy Table of the Great Church of Hagia Sophia (which is dedicated to Christ, the
Wisdom of God). From August 1 until the Dormition of the Most Holy Birth-giver of
God, there was a procession throughout the entire the city, and then the Cross was placed
where all the people could venerate it.

In the Ukrainian Orthodox Church this Feast is combined with the remembrance of the
Baptism of Kyivan-Rus on August 1, 988. Knowledge of the day of the actual Baptism of
Rus is preserved in the Chronicles of the XVI century: “The Baptism of the Great Prince
Volodymyr of Kyiv and of all Rus took place on August 1.”

In the current practice of the Ukrainian Church, the service of the Lesser Sanctification of
Water on August 1 takes place either before or after Liturgy. Because of the Blessing of
Water, this first Feast of the Savior in August is sometimes called “the Savior of the
Water.” Along with the Blessing of Water, there may also be a Blessing of Honey (thus it
is also called “the Savior of the Honey),” because on this day, the newly-gathered honey is

blessed and tasted.
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BAPTISM OF KYIVAN-RUS
Prince Volodymyr did not only convert to Christianity himself, but also contributed to the
fact that Christianity became the state religion of Kyivan Rus. Therefore, July 28 is a
Ukrainian national holiday — the Day of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus.

The future Prince was born in 962 or 963 in Volyn. The period of his reign in Kyiv lasted
for 35 years - from 980 to 1015.

There are many versions about the time and place of the baptism of Prince Volodymyr.
The Chronicle indicates 988. As for the place, the biggest controversy exists either in
Kherson, or in Kyiv. After his baptism, Volodymyr ordered the people of Kyiv fo get
baptized and to throw pagan idols into the Dnieper. If the baptism of Kyiv was performed
more or less without violence, in other principalities, according to the chronicle, the
princes’ governors baptized people with sword and fire.

On the Prince’s order numerous churches were built, including the Church of the Tithes in
Kyiv. But Christianity dawned on Ukrainian lands long before Volodymyr's baptism. The
spread of Christianity in the Ukrainian lands dates back to the first century, linked with
legendary travel to the Kyivan hills of St. Andrew the First-Called; his stay with the
mission in Crimea is generally not questioned by historians. There are clearer historical
data on the first Christian martyrs in Crimea, in particular, one of the first Roman Pontiff,
Pope Clement I was martyred. Later his head was found by Sts. Cyril and Methodius.

Various sources tell about the baptism of Kyivan Prince Askold in 860 during the
campaign against Constantinople. There are assumptions that while the prince attempted
to baptize the Kyiv residents even brought the bishops to create a church structure.
However, in 882 he was killed, and the religious reform failed due to strong opposition to
of the pagans.

But the Christian community in Kyiv remained, as evidenced by the agreement between
Rus and Constantinople concluded by Prince Thor in 941, the tenth century.

And new rise of Christianity in Rus was initiated by the Holy Princess Olga, which is
recognized as a equal to the Apostles.

In contrast, in western lands the Christianity spread in the ninth and tenth centuries from
Moravia, where the Church was founded by Sts. Cyril and Methodius. Therefore the
Baptism of Rus by Prince Volodymyr was a continuation of a long process of
Christianization of Kyivan Rus.



The Day of the Baptism of Kyivan Rus - July 28 — became an official state holiday
pursuant to the decree of the President of Ukraine in 2008. It should be noted that July 28
is the day of Prince Volodymyr’s repose, and his baptism most likely took place on
August 1/14,
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TRANSFER OF THE RELICS OF ST. STEPHEN (August 15/2)

The Transfer of the Relics of the Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon St. Stephen from
Jerusalem to Constantinople took place about the year 428.

After the holy Protomartyr Archdeacon Stephen was stoned by the Jews, they left his holy
body unburied to be devoured by the beasts and birds. After a day and a night the
renowned Jewish teacher of the Law, Gamaliel sent people to take up the body of the
Protomartyr. Gamaliel buried him on his own property, in his own tomb, not far from
Jerusalem.

When Lord’s secret disciple Nikédémos died, Gamaliel also buried him near the grave of
Saint Stephen. Afterwards Gamaliel himself, who had been baptized with his son Abibas,
was buried near the grave of the Protomartyr Stephen and Saint Nikédemos.

In the year 415 the relics of the saint were uncovered in a miraculous manner and
solemnly transferred to Jerusalem by Bishop John and the bishops Eutonius of Sebaste
and Eleutherius of Jericho. From that time healings took place from the relics.

Afterwards, during the reign of holy Emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), the
relics of the holy Protomartyr Stephen were transferred from Jerusalem to Constantinople
and placed in the church of the holy deacon Laurence (August 10). When a church
dedicated to the Protomartyr Stephen was built, the relics were transferred there on
August 2. Saint Stephen’s right hand is preserved in the Serapionov chamber of the
Trinity-Sergius Monastery.
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ANNOUNCEMNETS

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to the following. Danica Bochniak, 8/12;
Eugene Feleshchuk, 8/14 & Nancy Gibas, 8/16. May God grant them a very happy
birthday and keep them for many, happy and blessed years!

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 10 - Sonya Patronik

August 17 - David and Eve Lazaration
August 24 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
Aungust 31 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
September 7 - Sandy Cramer




TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Saturday, August 23 — Boy Scout Car Wash at the Church - 9AM — 2PM
Saturday, September 6 — Wine Tasting (5 — 8 PM)

October 16-19 — 24™ Regular Sobor of the UOC of USA

Saturday, November 1 - FALL BAZAAR - 10AM - 3PM

PYROHY SCHEDULE - Sat., August 16; Sat., September 13; Sat., October 11;Sat.,
October 25; Sat., November 15

Nut Rolls — Tuesday, September 16

Holubtsi, Sat., October 4;

MMINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
August 10 - John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

August 17 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
August 24 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
August 31 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta
September 7 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta
September 14 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 10 - Andrew Duncan
August 17 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
August 24 - Thomas Sulpizi
August 31 - Linda Hnatow
September 7 - Jean Roeth
September 14 - Thomas Scholz
September 21 - John Plachuta

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of August 11 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of August 18 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of August 25 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

Week of September 1 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of September 8 ~ Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of September 15 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of September 22 - Mark & Laura Andreas




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL — Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James Weremedic,
Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka
Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo,
Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel
Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley,
Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz,
Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki,
David Dalldorf, Taylor Davis, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary
Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary
Farell, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci
Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria
Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel
Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Serhii Ivashyna, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl
Jones, Linda Josepinson, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy
Klinedinst, Tommy Knight, Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Ed Lavender, Ron
Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea,
Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen
McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller,
Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen Needham,
Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Rick Omer, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios
Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph
Pierson, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Daphne Pantelopulos, George
Pantelopulos, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse,
Patricia Redden.\Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Atlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland,
Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac
Schmidt, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily
Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman,
Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael
Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas,
Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Marie]l Trimble,
Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska,
James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler &
James Zook




“BLESSED ARE THE PURE IN HEART ... "

he life and death of the MARTYR MARKELLA OF CHIOS is a story that, even

I in our modern era where very little surprises us, would be considered most

shocking. Markella was born in the 16th century on this small Greek island.

It was said that her physical appearance was stunning beyond description. Still,

Markella’s true beauty was found in the depth of her soul, for she exhibited purity

and gentleness at all times. Her family was prominent and wealthy - her father was

the local mayor - but Markella was much more interested in developing a spiritual
relationship with the Lord than in material gain.

When her mother died, Markella totally immersed herself in service to Christ. Her
father, however, was not a believer, and soon Markella found herself abused by him
both verbally and physically. Finally, after thwarting his perverted, amorous advances
towards her, Markella attempted to run away. As her infuriated father chased her,
she attempted to hide in a thorny bush. Discovering her place of concealment, the
crazed man set fire to the bush, forcing her out from her hiding place. She
continued to run, but was soon felled by an arrow. Trapped now between two rocks,
Markella was brutally murdered by her father - her lifeless body cut into pieces.

After her death, the villagers found a spring of water flowing from the rocks at
the location where Markella had died. The waters from it were found to have
miraculous powers of healing. A small chapel was erected on the site in memory of
this lovely young martyr named Markella.
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