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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS - Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry
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Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of August 16 - 23, 2026
Celebrating our 99" year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, August 16 - 11" Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 2
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Prayers before Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour

Tuesday, August 18
8:00 AM - Frying Onions
6:00 PM — Vesperal Liturgy — Blessing of Fruit — Transfiguration

Friday, August 21

7:00 AM — Peeling Potatoes

10:00 AM — Making Sauerkraut Balls
3:00 PM — Making Potato Balls

Saturday, August 22
8:00 AM — Making Pyrohy

Sunday, August 23 - 12" Sunday afier Pentecost — Tone 3
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Prayers before Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour

dRdkhkwdhhdhrwhdhRdrRb ek ARIFRAFTIRAEIRE

IT”S SUMMER TIME - a time to relax in the sun, take some down time, enjoy our
vacations. Please don’t forget about your Parish as we cannot get a vacation from our
bills. Treasurer, Mark Andreas



SCRIPTURE READINGS
11% Sunday — Matins: John 21:15-25; Liturgy 1 Corinthians 9:2-12; Matthew 18:23-35
Monday — 2 Corinthians 5:10-15; Mark 1:9-15
Tuesday — 2 Corinthians 5:15-21; Mark 1:16-22; Great Vespers: Exodus 24:12-183;
Exodus 33:11-23; 34:4-6,8; III Kings 19:3-9; 11-13; 15-16.
Wednesday — Transfiguration — Matins: Luke 9:28-36; Liturgy: 2 Peter 1:10-19; Matthew
17:1-9; Day: 2 Corinthians 6:11-16; Mark 1:23-28
Thursday — 2 Corinthians 7:1-10; Mark 1:29-35
Friday — 2 Corinthians 7:10-16; Mark 2:18-22

Saturday — Apostle Matthias — Matins: John 21:15-25; Liturgy: Acts of the Apostles 1:12-
17, 21-26; Luke 9:1-6; Day: 1 Corinthians 1:26-29; Matthew 20:29-34
12" Sunday — Matins: Matthew 28:16-20; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11; Matthew 19:
16-26
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The Transfiguration Icon

Just as the Lord's body was glorified when he went up the mountain and was transfigured
into the glory of God and into infinite light, so the saints' bodies also are glorified and
shine as lightning. --St. Macarius, The Homilies

God became man that we might be made God. --St. Irenaeus, St. Athanasius, St. Gregory
of Nazianzen, St. Gregory of Nyssa and other Fathers of the Church

Little by little Jesus revealed himself to his followers, but only three of them were
permitted to glimpse the glory of his divinity. Jesus brought Peter, James and John, his
most intimate disciples, to a high place -- Mount Tabor in Galilee is the probable location.
In honor of the Transfiguration, St. Helena arranged the construction of a church there in
326. While praying, the Apostles saw Jesus in conversation with the lawgiver Moses and
the prophet Elijah. Christ's clothing became "dazzling white" and his face "shone like the
sun."

From Luke's Gospel, we know what Jesus, Moses and Elijah were discussing: the
impending departure of Jesus and what he was to accomplish in Jerusalem. As Moses and
Elias were leaving, Peter said to Jesus, "Master, it is good that we are here. Let us make
three booths, one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah." Then a radiant cloud
overshadowed them. The terrified disciples heard the voice of God the Father saying,
"This is my beloved son, my chosen. Listen to him!" After the Transfiguration, in
Matthew's account, Christ says to the three, "Rise, and have no fear."




Later in life Peter would declare, "For we did not follow cleverly devised myths when we
made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eye
witnesses of his majesty. For when he received honor and glory from God the Father ...
we heard the voice borne from heaven, for we were with him on the holy mountain,"
Having been a witness to the Transfiguration, it is no wonder that light plays such a vital
role in Peter's testimony about the Lord. The prophetic word, he wrote in the same letter,
is like a "shining lamp in a dark place until the day dawns and the moming star rises in
your hearts."

The Transfiguration icon is a stark realization of the story. We see Christ in white robes
on the height of the mountain, though different iconographers have used different methods
to represent symbolically the uncreated light of divinity or, as St. John of Damascus
expressed it, "the splendor of the divine nature." The usual iconographic device is a
“mandorla” surrounding Christ's body with three concentric circles pierced by knife-sharp
rays of gold or white. What actually was seen could never be painted. Any artistic attempt
at photographic realism would only mask the event. "The light which illumined the
Apostles,"” Ouspensky observed, "was not something sensible, but on the other hand it is
equally false to see in it an intelligible reality, which could be called 'light' only
metaphorically. The divine light is neither material nor spiritual, for it transcends the order
of the created.... [It] has no beginning and no end."

The light that the Apostles experienced on Mount Tabor, wrote St. Gregory Palamas, one
of the Christianity's most articulate mystics, "had no beginning and no end. It remained
uncircumscribed and imperceptible to the senses although it was contemplated by the
apostles' eyes.... By a transformation of their senses, the Lord's disciples passed from the
flesh to the Spirit.” Elsewhere St. Gregory notes that: "Whoever participates in the divine
energies ... in a sense himself becomes light. He is united to the light and with the light, he
sees what remains hidden to those who do not have the grace. He goes beyond the
physical senses and everything that is known [by the human mind]."

The Transfiguration, like Christ's Baptism, is a revelation of who Christ is, so much more
than the prophet or lawgiver the disciples at first perceived. It is also a revelation of the
Holy Trinity. We hear the voice of the Father and see the light of the Holy Spirit and the
blinding face of the Son. "Today on Tabor in the manifestation of your light, O Lord," the
Orthodox Church sings on August 6, "your light unaltered from the light of the unbegotten
Father, we have seen the Father as light, and the Spirit as light, guiding with light the
whole creation.”"

Moses, carrying the tablets of the law, stands on the right, Elijah on the left. They bear
witness that Jesus is the Expected One, the fulfillment of the law and the prophets. Also



they each had previously experienced the divine presence: Moses in a thick cloud on top
of Mount Sinai, Elijah on Mount Carmel where God spoke to him in a whisper.

Below them are the stricken disciples, Peter, James and John. Their locations vary in
different versions of the icon as do their physical attitudes, but Peter can be recognized
with his beard and curly hair, and John from his red robe. Often Peter is kneeling, John
thrown backward, and James shielding himself.

The icon is not only about something that once happened on top of Mount Tabor or even
about the identity of Christ. It also concerns human destiny, our resurrection and eventual
participation in the wholeness of Christ. We will be able to see each other as being made
in the image and likeness of God. We too will be transfigured.

Through Christ we become one with God; the Greek word is theosis; in English,
deification. "God's incarnation opens the way to man's deification,” explains Bishop
Kallistos of Diokleia. "To be deified is, more specifically, to be 'christified": the divine
likeness that we are called to attain is the likeness of Christ. We are intended, said St.
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Peter, 'to become sharers in the divine nature’.

If you have ever listened to Handel's oratorio, Messiah, you will remember his musical
setting of the words of St. Paul: "Behold, I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep but
we shall all be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet....And
the dead shall be raised incorruptible ... and this mortal must put on immortality."

We can hardly begin to imagine what we will look like to each other, how razor sharp the
edges of existence will become, though it occasionally happens in this life that our eyes
are briefly opened and we are truly awake, seeing things with an intensity which we tend
to describe as blinding -- God-given moments of transfiguration. Thomas Merton used to
speak of such life-defining flashes as "kisses from God."
LRSS S e s s S o
Statement of the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian Orthedox Church of the USA
and Diaspora on the Occasion of the 35th Anniversary of the Independence of
Ukraine

To the Reverend Clergy and Faithful of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United
States of America and Diaspora, and to all people of goodwill:

With profound gratitude to Almighty God, the Council of Bishops of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church of the USA and Diaspora joins the people of Ukraine and Ukrainians
throughout the world in commemorating the 35th Anniversary of the restoration of



Ukraine's Independence , proclaimed on August 24, 1991. This historic day marked not
merely the rebirth of a sovereign state, but the renewal of a people's God-given right to
live in freedom, preserve their faith, safeguard their cultural heritage, and shape their
future according to the principles of truth, justice, and human dignity.

This anniversary carries particular significance as our nation in the United States
celebrates the 250th anniversary of American independence. Although separated by
history and circumstance, both nations bear witness to the enduring truth that freedom is
never inherited without sacrifice, nor preserved without courage. The United States
became a beacon of freedom through the steadfast commitment of those who believed that
human dignity is rooted in the Creator. Ukraine likewise continues its own journey of
defending these same sacred principles, demonstrating to the world that freedom is both a
gift from God and a solemn responsibility entrusted to every generation.

For well over a century, Ukrainian Americans have faithfully nurtured the spiritual,
cultural, and national identity of their ancestral homeland while contributing with
gratitude and loyalty to the life of the United States. Through the vision and sacrifice of
clergy, community leaders, educators, veterans, scholars, and countless faithful families,
our communities have preserved the Ukrainian language, traditions, Christian faith, and
historical memory. Today, that same spirit continues as Ukrainian Americans tirelessly
support humanitarian relief, advocate for justice, welcome refugees, and stand beside the
courageous men and women of the Armed Forces of Ukraine who defend not only their
homeland but the fundamental values of freedom and human dignity.

As Orthodox Christians, we recognize that the strength of Ukraine has always been rooted
not merely in its borders but in its spiritual inheritance. From the Holy Baptism of Kyivan
Rus', through the witness of saints, hierarchs, monastics, clergy, fathers and mothers, and
faithful believers across the centuries, generations have been formed in the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. Their lives remind us that authentic patriotism is inseparable from holiness,
that love for one's homeland is expressed through sacrificial service, and that every
Christian bears responsibility for the welfare of both neighbor and nation.

Today, however, this celebration is tempered by sorrow. For more than four years, the
people of Ukraine have continued to endure the devastating consequences of Russia's
brutal and unjust invasion. Countless lives have been lost, families have been separated,
cities and villages have been destroyed, and millions continue to carry the wounds of war
in body, mind, and spirit. Yet amid unimaginable suffering, the Ukrainian people remain
steadfast in faith and hope. We also express our profound gratitude to the nations,
communities, churches, humanitarian organizations, and countless friends throughout the




world whose generosity, prayers, and unwavering solidarity continue fo sustain the people
of Ukraine during this darkest chapter of its modern history.

As we commemorate this sacred anniversary, we also recognize that the story of Ukraine
is not lived in isolation. Across the nations of Western Europe, Australia, North and South
America, generations of Ukrainians have established vibrant communities that preserve
the Orthodox Christian faith, and the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of their ancestors.
United by prayer, historical memory, and a common calling to serve God and neighbor,
these communities continue to share in the joys and sorrows of the Ukrainian people.
Together, they bear witness that the bonds of faith, compassion, and mutunal responsibility
transcend national borders, reminding us that the suffering of one people becomes the
concern of all who seek truth, justice, peace, and the God-given dignity of every human
person.

As the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the United States of America and Diaspora, we
reaffirm our unwavering commitment to pray, to serve, and to stand with the suffering.
We call upon our clergy and faithful to continue supporting humanitarian ministries,
caring for refugees, comforting the grieving, advocating for peace founded upon justice,
and remaining faithful witnesses to the Gospel of Christ, who alone grants a peace the
world cannot give.

On this sacred anniversary, let us pray that the Lord will strengthen the defenders of
Ukraine, comfort every family mourning the loss of loved ones, heal the wounded, protect
the innocent, and grant wisdom to all who bear responsibility for the future of nations.
May He bless the people of Ukraine with a just and lasting peace, preserve the unity of its
people, and grant that future generations may live in freedom, dignity, and faith.

Through the prayers of the Most Holy Birth-Giver of God, the Holy Equal-to-the-Apostles
Prince Volodymyr and Princess Olha, and all the saints of the land of Ukraine, may the
Lord bless and strengthen all people who labor for truth, justice, peace, and reconciliation.

+Antony
Metropolitan of the UOC of the USA and Diaspora

+Jeremiah +Daniel

Archbishop UOC Eparchy South America Archbishop UOC of USA & Diaspora
Aot ol oo s ool sk kR s o o sk ok o




ANNOUNCEMENTS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Nancy Gibas, 8/16; Victor Fomin, 8/17;
Patricia Koczak, 8/18 & Randy Allan, 8/21. May God grant them a very happy birthday
and keep them for many, happy & blessed years!

Pyrohy Schedule: Saturday, August 22; Saturday, September 19 &
Saturday, October 3

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
August 16 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

August 23 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

August 30 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
September 6 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
September 13 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik
September 20 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik
September 27 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of August 17 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of August 24 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of August 31 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of September 7 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of September 14 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus
Week of September 21 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of September 28 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

SCHEDULING FOR THE PARISH - Please remember that all events, work parties,
use of the hall must be cleared through the calendar kept by Father Stephen so that dueling
events can be avoided.
READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 16 - Andrew Duncan
August 23 — Jean Roeth
August 30 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
September 6 - Thomas Sulpizi
September 13 - John Plachuta
September 20 - Linda Hnatow
September 27 — Thomas Sholz




MEETINGS: Parish Board — Wednesday, September 9 @6:30 PM

CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2026
Sunday, September 20 — Pot Luck Dinner
Saturday, September 26 — Hall Rented
Monday, October 12 — 15 — Clergy Retreat
Saturday, October 17 — UOL Retreat
Saturday, November 7 — Fall Bazaar
Saturday, November 14 — Wine Tasting
Saturday, November 28 — St. Philip Fast
Sunday, December 20 — UOL Cookie Sale

100th ANNIVRSARY - will be held on Saturday, July 17th, 2027 with a 10:00 AM -
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with a Banquet at the Claymont Ballroom. Mark your
calendars! Our first fund Raiser for the event is the sale of T-shirts ($10) polo shirts ($15)
and sweat shirts ($20) with the Anniversary Logo on them thanks to the art and stitching
work of Michael Kapelus.

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 16 - Sandy Cramer

August 23 - Sonya Patronik

August 30 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
September 6 - David and Eve Lazaration

PATRON’S PATH - I have been asked if anyone can add bricks in memory of loved
ones or as a family to the Patron’s Path. The answer is “yes”. We will be taking orders for
replacement bricks that will be engraved and placed in the Path. Just as before, each brick
can have the clip art of a three bar Cross or it can be plain. The donation for the bricks is
as follows: 4” x 8” engraved brick is $150 — with the clip art $175; 8” x 8” engraved
brick is $200 - with the clip art $225; 12”x 12” engraved brick is $250 — with the clip art
$275 If you didn’t get the chance to be a part of the Patron’s Path before, take the
opportunity now and tell your family members as well. Please see Father Stephen if you
would like to place an order.

50th Anniversary Celebration — of the establishment of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox
Theological Seminary on Tuesday, October 13 beginning with Vespers at 5:00 PM at St.
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church(South Bound Brook, NJ) followed by 6:30 PM
Cocktails and 7:00 PM Banquet at the Ukrainian Cultural Center. Banquet tickets are
$150.00 per person. All are welcome to attend. If interested, please RSVP by October 1,
2026 by calling the Consistory at (732) 356-0090.




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father Anthony Ugolnik,
Father James Weremedic, Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka
Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles,
Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty
Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle,
John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon
Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, George Daniels, Taylor Davis, Peter
DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose
Eldridge, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, Kandi Fullerton, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter
Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton,
Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings, Greg Hitchings,
Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Nancy Hlywiak, Daniel Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Serhii
Ivashyna, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Bill Jones, Linda Josepinson, Elizabeth
Kaliakin, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst, Tommy
Knight, Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Francis Lano, Ed Lavender, Ron Lazaration,
Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Sara Long, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea,
Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen
McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Lisa Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary
Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen Needham, Julic Neff, Ann Nester,
Rick Ormmer, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos, Anthony
Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson,
Barry Pinkowicz, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers,
Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Chuck Redden, Patricia Redden, Sharon Reigh,
Christopher Riehl, Sandy Roeder, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff
Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac Schmidt, Clay Seman,
John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman, Georgie
Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Cynthia Stepovij, Nicholas
Stepovij, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn,
Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Brysen
Tomei, Dominic Tomei, John Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel
Trimble, Stephen Tur, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn
Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura
Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




"LORD IT IS GOOD FOR US TO BE HERE"
Although they were His constant companions for three years, the Apostles never really
fully comprehended Who Jesus was until after His Resurrection. On one occasion,

however, Peter, James and John were privileged to catch a glimpse of the Lord in all His
glory. This blessed event is referred to as the TRANSFIGURATION OF OUR LORD.

In St. Matthew's Gospel, we read of Christ taking the three Apostles with Him to the top
of Mount Tabor. While praying there, the face of our Lord "shone like the sun, and His
clothes became as white as the light". Moses and Elijah briefly appeared with Him,
revealing to all mankind that Christ was truly the Messiah: the fulfiliment of the whole
Old Testament.

Understandably, Peter became caught up in the splendor of the moment. Jubilantly, he
cried out, "Lord, it is good for us to be here!" Undoubtedly, the Apostles would have liked
to have lived in the glory of that moment forever! All too soon, however, the moment had
passed. Christ returned to the form in which the Apostles knew Him. Moses and Elijah
were gone. They had to come down from the mountain and continue their work.

How frequently we are like the Apostle Peter! We are inspired by the mystical splendor of
our Holy Orthodox Church. The external beauty of our faith often overcomes us. We
come to church, and the liturgical magnificence of our worship experience causes us to
cry out in our own hearts: Lord, it is good for us to be here! But alas, we must "come
down from the mountain" as well! As Orthodox Christians, OUR WORK BEGINS when
the Divine Liturgy ends!!! It is OUR TASK to take the message of Christ from among
our own community of believers out to the unbelieving world.

Every Sunday, we receive a glimpse of the Lord in all His glory. May this spiritual
opportunity cause a "transfiguration” in us as well!

The Feast of the Transfiguration is celebrated on August 6/19. Grapes as well as other
fresh fruits are blessed on this great feast. It is the most beautiful sign of the final
transfiguration of all things in Christ. It signifies the ultimate flowering and fruitfulness of
all creation in the paradise of God's unending Kingdom of Life, where all will be
transformed by the glory of the Lord.




