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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or might) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2" Youth Ministry




August 2, 2026
Volume 61: Number 31
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of August 2 — August 9, 2026
Celebrating our 99% year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, August 2 - 9% Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 8
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Prayers before Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour

Sunday, August 9 - 10" Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 1
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Prayers before Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Blessing of Cars - Coffee Hour
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
9t Sunday — Prophet Elijah — Matins: John 20:19-31; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 3:9-17;
Matthew 14:22-34; Prophet Elijah: James 5:10-20; Luke 4:22-30
Monday — 1 Corinthians 15:12-19; Matthew 21:18-22
Tuesday — Holy Equal to the Apostles Mary Magdalene — 1 Corinthians 9:2-12; Luke 8:1-
3; Day: 1 Corinthians 15:29-38; Matthew 21:23-27
Wednesday — Icon “Pochaiv”’ Mother of God — Matins: Luke 1:39-49, 56; Liturgy:
Philippians 2:5-11; Luke 10:38-42; 11:27-28; Day: 1 Corinthians 16:4-12; Matthew
21:28-32
Thursday — Martyrs Borys and Hlib — Matins: Luke 21:12-19; Liturgy Romans 8:28-39;
John 15:17-16:2; Day: 2 Corinthians 1:1-7; Matthew 21:43-46
Friday — Dormition of St. Anna - Galatians 4:22-31; Day: 2 Corinthians 1:12-20;
Matthew 22: 23-33
Saturday — Romans 15:30-33; Matthew 17:24-18:4
10" Sunday — Great Martyr Panteleimon — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians
4:9-16; Matthew 17:14-23; Great Martyr: 2 Timothy 2:1-10; John 15:17-16:2
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SPECIAL COLLECTION - Sunday, August 9" for Aid to Ukraine.




THOUGHTS ON TODAY’S GOSPEL
Today’s Gospel story taken from Saint Matthew 14:22-34 has a
deep symbolic meaning that goes far beyond the actual details. It
is a story about faith and about the closeness of Jesus to His
Church, even when He seems to be far away.

The disciples in the boat represent, in a not too subtle way, the
Church from which Jesus is never far even when the situation is
threatening and He is invisible. Today, when a great challenge
seems to be to proclaim faith in a largely faithless and yet
religious world, and then to apply that faith to a way of life;
Jesus often seems to be distant indeed. If it is true that God’s
judgment is upon us for the way in which basic beliefs of
Christian faith have been weakened and adapted to fit a pagan lifestyle, if it is true that the
Church seems partially paralyzed when it come to pronouncing the Gospel truth on the
question of war, then Jesus must appear to be as distant and unreal as that “ghost™ the
Apostles saw on the stormy lake.

The only salvation lies in Peter’s plea: “Lord, if it is really You, tell me to come to You
across the water.” And into the water he plunged. It was an act of faith coupled with an
act that embodied that faith. The Christian must clearly understand that faith is professed
in action, attitude and decision, not in words. Like Peter’s swim, the path to faith
expression is strewn with many failures, but the Lord will never fail anyone who sincerely
wants to travel it. This is true not only for us as individuals, but also for the community of
the Church. And we musty accept this reality for ourselves in both cases. As individuals
we can experience the Lord in our hearts and turn to Him with as much courage as we can
muster. For the Community of the Church it is the same; unless we as a church profess our
faith in the Lord through actions, which unmistakably reveal the Gospel, then we will no
more represent the Lord of Faith than does the individual person who lives without faith.
It may well be that God is calling both the individual and the Community to abandon their
comfortability and diluted faith in the Lord for a harsher and more real acknowledgement

of Him! Perhaps when the storm gets worse!
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JULY 20 (August 2) — Feast of the Prophet Elijah - Bulgakov

He was born in Tishbe (in Palestine), the son of Shobach, from the family of Levi.
According to the tradition which has reached us from St. Epiphanius of Cyprus, when
Elijah was born, his father had a mysterious vision, that noble men greeted the child,
wrapped him in swaddling clothes of fire and gave him a fiery flame to eat. Shobach
declared this vision to the Jerusalem priests who said to him: "Fear not, your son will
dwell in light and judge the Israelites with sword and with fire".

Really, St. Elijah, chosen a vessel of the grace of the Holy Spirit since his very birth, was
one of the most flaming adherents to true faith and piety, so that he could never
indifferently know the impious, who left the true God and His law, and he was ready to
exterminate them immediately if he did not see them repenting and turning to God.
Although "Elijah was a person who suffered like us", he, "having cleansed his mind from
every impurity, was holy in everything, leading all to the divine light".

Elijah was called by God for prophetical service during the reign of the Israelite King
Ahab (900 years before Christ). After this calling "Elijah the wonderful prophet”, "having
instantly created a virtuous and pure way of life for God", became a great and marvelous
source doing wonders. For teaching the impious King Ahab and the Israelite people
seduced by him, Elijah struck the earth with a three year drought, "ended by prayer to the
heavens". After this, according to the word of God, he "hid himself by the brook Cherith"
where "ravens brought him bread and meat every morning and evening" for his livelihood.
Within a year "the Divine Prophet" wonderfully satisfied the Zarephath "widow and son
with a jar of flour and a cruse of oil increased through prayer" and "resurrected her son
through prayer". Then, St. Elijah through prayer "brought down fire from the heavens" on
the offering on Mount Carmel and proved to those people that the God of Israel is the true
God; after this by earnest prayers he stopped the rain on the ground thirsting from a
prolonged drought, and "burning with zeal he slew the priests of shame (priests of Baal
and Astarte who seduced the people into idolatry} with his own blameless hands".

On Mount Horeb the great prophet was worthy as far as it is possible for one in the flesh
of human nature to contemplate God face to face. By these great miracles Elijah
contributed much to the maintenance of the true faith in God among the Israelite people
and to the destruction of idolatry and prepared the way for the One who was the
expectation of Israel and of all the world.

Flaming zeal for the glory of God (Sir. 48:1) sufficient to consume (Lk. 9:54), the
unconditional obedience to the word of God, the complete self-deepening in his highest
calling, the pure and undefiled life, the love for prayer and self-renunciation are those
distinctive properties of this most remarkable Israclite prophet. His contemporaries,
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clearly seeing the grace of God in him, called him a man of God and in a sign of special
awesomeness for him during a meeting with them he prostrated to the ground.

Because of his saintly life and for his extraordinary flaming zeal for the glory of God St.
Elijah was taken into heaven alive. For us this mysterious taking of Elijah alive into the
upper world, according to the explanation of the Holy Church, "assures that the dead will
arise” and serves "as a proof of the general resurrection of the dead and the translation
alive on the final day of judgment". According to the belief of the Church, Elijah together
with Enoch will be the forerunners of the second coming of Christ and at that time they
will taste bodily death according to general human fate and law. "The human mind"
cannot "worthily praise" Elijah as he is "the great prophet, an earthly angel” who "more
than the intelligent ranks" was magnified, "seeing the transfiguration of Christ", was "the
ruler over passions”, "a pillar of piety", "the first-fruits of purity and virginity with divine
growth", for he was the first in the Old Testament known as a glorious virgin .
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Life of St. Mary Magdalene
1. Early Life and Conversion According to St. Luke’s Gospel (Luke 8:2), Mary was
healed by Jesus of seven demons, a symbolic and literal sign of deep spiritual affliction.
Her healing marked a profound transformation. From that moment, she became a devoted
follower of Christ, joining the small group of women who traveled with Him and
supported His ministry with their own resources.

“And certain women who had been healed of evil spirits and infirmifies Mary called
Magdalene, out of whom had come seven demons...” - Luke 8:2 Contrary to later
Western interpretations, the Orthodox Church does not conflate Mary Magdalene with the
repentant prostitute mentioned in other Gospel passages. She is not identified as the
woman caught in adultery or the one who anointed Jesu’s feet. Instead, the Orthodox
Church honors her as a chaste and faithful disciple.

2. Follower of Christ During His Ministry Mary Magdalene became a key member of
the circle of Jesus’ disciples. She traveled with Him, listened to His teachings, and
ministered to His needs. Her devotion was unwavering, and she remained close even as
Christ’s public ministry drew increasing hostility.

Her role as a female disciple was radical in its time. She is seen in the Gospels as a
symbol of faith, courage, and gratitude, having left everything behind for the sake of
Christ.

3. Witness at the Cross and the Tomb St. Mary Magdalene stands out among the few
who remained faithful at the foot of the Cross. While most of the male disciples fled in




fear, she stayed near, along with the Theotokos (Mary, the Mother of God) and a few
others. Her loyalty in Christ’s darkest hour is deeply revered. She was also present when
Christ’s body was laid in the tomb, and she observed where He was buried so she could
return after the Sabbath to anoint His body.

4, First Witness to the Resurrection Mary Magdalene is known in the Orthodox Church
as the “Equal-to-the-Apostles” (Isapostolos) because she was the first to proclaim the
Resurrection of Christ.

“Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!’ She turned and said to Him, ‘Rabboni!’ (which means
Teacher).”

—John 20:16 When she returned to the tomb on the third day, she found it empty. Christ
revealed Himself to her, and instructed her to go and tell the others. She was the first to
see the risen Lord and the first to carry the good news: “Christ is risen!” Her joyful
proclamation makes her the apostle to the Apostles.

5. Life After the Resurrection: Apostolic Witness According to Orthodox Tradition,
after Pentecost, Mary Magdalene traveled extensively to preach the Gospel. She is said to
have journeyed with the Apostles, particularly St. John the Theologian, and to have helped
establish and strengthen the early Church.

Visit to Rome One of the most beloved traditions holds that she traveled to Rome and
boldly proclaimed the Resurrection before Emperor Tiberius Caesar. She is said to have
held a red egg (symbolizing the Resurrection) and greeted him with “Christ is Risen!”
This bold act inspired the tradition of Paschal eggs, especially red ones, in Orthodox
Easter celebrations.

Later Years and Death Some traditions say she retired to Ephesus with the Theotokos
and St. John the Evangelist, continuing to serve the Church and preach the Resurrection.
Others suggest she may have died in Jerusalem. Her holy relics are believed to be
preserved in several places, including Constantinople and the Monastery of Simonopetra
on Mount Athos.

6. Legacy and Veneration In the Orthodox Church, St. Mary Magdalene is not
remembered as a former sinner, but as a faithful disciple, courageous witness, and one
who loved Christ deeply and followed Him without fear. She is honored with the title
Equal-to-the-Apostles and commemorated on July 22. Her legacy challenges all Christians
to live with bold faith, unwavering devotion, and the courage to proclaim the Resurrection
in every corner of the world.




Troparion — Tone 1 You followed Christ Who was born of a virgin for our sake, O
revered Mary Magdalene, * keeping His commandments and laws. * Today, as we
celebrate your most holy memory, we rejoice in faith, * and by your prayers, we receive
the forgiveness of our sins.

Kontakion — Tone 3 Standing gloriously at the Cross of the Savior with many other
women, * and showing compassion for the Mother of the Lord, * you shed tears and
offered praise crying out: * “What is this strange wonder? * He Who holds all creation
was pleased to suffer. * Glory to Your power.”

Kontakion — Tone 4 When God, transcendent in His nature, came into the world in the
flesh, O Mary, * He received you as His true disciple as was meet. * For you had all your
desire and your love set upon Him; * therefore, you provided many cures for the sick; *
and now, translated into the Heavens, you always pray for the world.

Icon of the Mother of God of Pochaev
The Pochaev Icon of the Mother of God is among the most sacred items in the Orthodox
Church. Located at the Dormition Cathedral in Pochaev, Ukraine, the icon is renowned in
Slavic countries and is venerated by Orthodox Christians throughout the world. Christians
of other confessions also come to venerate the wonderworking image of the Most Holy
Birth-giver of God, together with the Orthodox.

The wonderworking icon has been kept at the Pochaev Lavra, an ancient bastion of
Orthodoxy, for approximately 400 years. The miracles which have come from the holy
icon are numerous and are testified to in the monastery books with the signatures of the
faithful who have been delivered from unclean spirits, liberated from captivity, and
sinners brought to their senses.

In 1721, Pochaev was occupied by Uniates. Even in this dificult time for the Lavra, the
monastery chronicles note 539 miracles from this glorified Orthodox icon. During the
time of the Uniate rule in the second half of the eighteenth century, for example, the
Uniate nobleman, Count Nicholas Pototski, became a benefactor of the Pochaev Lavra.
Having accused his coachman of overturning the carriage with frenzied horses, the count
took out a pistol to shoot him. The coachman, turning towards Pochaev Hill, reached his
hands upwards and cried out: "Mother of God, manifest in the Pochaev Icon, save me!"

Several times Pototski tried to shoot the pistol, but the weapon misfired, and the
coachman remained alive. Pototski ran to the wonderworking icon and devoted himself
and all his property to the building-up of the monastery. From his wealth the Dormition
Cathedral was built, as well as buildings for the brethren. The return of Pochaev to the



bosom of Orthodoxy in 1832 was marked by the miraculous healing of the blind maiden,
Anna Akimchukova, who had come on a pilgrimage together with her seventy-year-old
grandmother from Kremenets-Podolsk, 200 miles away. In memory of this event, the
archbishop of Volhynia, as well as Lavra Archimandrite Innocent, established the reading
of the Akathist on Saturdays before the wonderworking icon.

During the time of Archimandrite Agathangelus, Archbishop of Volhynia, in the
nineteenth century, a separate chapel was constructed in the galleries of the Holy Trinity
Church in memory of the victory over the Tatars, which was dedicated on July 23, 1875.
The celebration in honor of the Pochaev Icon of the Mother of God on July 23 was
established in memory of the deliverance of the Dormition Lavra Monastery from a
Turkish siege on July 20-23, 1675. During the war with the Turks in the summer of 1675,
Tartar regiments invaded Pochaev, surrounding the monastery on three sides. The weak
monastery walls and its stone buildings did not offer much defense against a siege. The
abbot, Joseph Dobromirsky, urged the monks and laypeople to pray to their heavenly
intercessors: the Most Holy Birth-giver of God and St. Job of Pochaev. The monks and the
laypeople prayed fervently, prostrating themselves before the wonderworking icon of the
Mother of God and the reliquary with the relics of St. Job. At sunrise on the morning of
July 23, as the Tatars were planning an assault on the monastery, the abbot ordered that an
Akathist to the Birth-giver of God be sung. At the opening words, "O Queen of the
Heavenly Hosts," the Most Holy Birth-giver of God suddenly appeared over the church, in
"an unfurled gleaming-white omaphorion,” with angels holding unsheathed swords. St.
Job stood beside the Mother of God, bowing to Her and beseeching Her to defend the
monastery. Becoming terrified at the sight of the holy army, the Tatars shot arrows at the
Most Holy Birth-giver of God and St. Job. However, the arrows fell backwards and
wounded those who shot them.

In panic and without looking, the enemy trampled upon and killed each other. The
defenders of the monastery pursued them and took many prisoners. Afterwards, some of
the prisoners accepted Christianity and remained at the monastery. The Pochaev Icon is
also commemorated on Friday of Bright Week and on September 21.

Troparion (Tone 5) Those who pray before your holy icon, O Lady, * Are vouchsafed
healing and receive the knowledge of the true faith, * And they repel the attacks of the
Hagarenes. * Therefore entreat remission of sins for us who fall down before you. *
Enlighten our hearts to thoughts of piety, * And raise a prayer to your Son to save our
souls.

Kontakion (Tone 1) Your icon of Pochaev, O Birth-giver of God, * Is become a source of
healing and the confirmation of the Orthodox Faith. * Therefore deliver us who have



recourse to you from calamity and temptation. * Preserve your monastery unharmed. *
Confirm Orthodoxy in the surrounding lands * And forgive the sins of those who pray fo
you * For you can do as you will.
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_", The Holy Passion- Bearers Borys and Hlib

On August 6 we honor in our Holy Church the first
glorified/canonized saints - mattyrs of our Ukrainian Church, the holy
Passion bearers Borys and Hlib. Who are these two brothers? How
did they die? Borys (in baptism David) and Hlib (in baptism Roman)
§ were brothers by the same mother. Their father the great Prince
¥ Volodymyr - before his baptism, had numerous wives and many
| children by them. Hence, Volodymyr divided up the state among all

i of his sons before his death, and after his death the eldest son,
= Sviatopolk, became Prince of Kyiv (the main city of the state, Kyivan

Rus' - Ukraine). But still Sviatopolk was jealous and wanted yet more power, and he
planned to kill his brothers in order to gain their territories. Some of Volodymyr’s advisers
told Borys that he should take the army and establish himself as ruler of Kyiv. The holy
Martyr Borys, however, said that he could never lift his hand against his own brother.
Sviatopolk sent assassins to kill Borys, who already knew that his brother wanted him
dead. When they arrived they heard him chanting psalms and praying before an Icon of
Christ. He asked the Lord to strengthen him for the suffering he was about to endure. He
also prayed for Sviatopolk, asking God not to count this against him as sin. Then he lay
down wupon his couch, and the assassins stabbed him with their lances.
After Sviatopolk had killed Borys, he sent Hlib a message saying that their father was ill
and wished to see him. As he was on his way, he received word that their father had died
and that Sviatopolk had murdered Borys. The holy martyr Hlib wept for his father and
brother, and was lamenting them when the assassins arrived. They seized his boat and
drew their weapons, but it was Hlib’s cook who stabbed him with a knife. The martyr's
body was thrown onto the shore between two trees. Later, he was buried beside his brother
St. Borys in the Church of St. Basil the Great. Although Borys and Hlib were not
martyred for their faith (they are properly called ‘passion - bearers’ rather than martyrs),
their voluntary and meek sacrifice for the sake of averting the suffering of others and
preserving the Christian ideal, had a profound effect on the subsequent development of
Christianity in Ukraine and the entire Orthodox Church
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e Dormition of Saint Anna - August 7)

& During the reign of St Justinian the Emperor (527-565), a church was
¢ built in her honor at Deutera. Emperor Justinian II (685-695; 705-711)
3 restored her church, since St Anna had appeared to his pregnant wife. It




was at this time that her body and maphorion (veil) were transferred to Constantinople. St
Anna is also commemorated on September 9.

Troparion - Tone 4 Divinely-wise Anna, you carried in your womb the pure Mother of
God, who gave life to our Life. Therefore, you are now carried joyfully to the inheritance
of heaven, to the abode of those who rejoice in glory, where you seek forgiveness of sins
for those who faithfully honor you, ever blessed one.

Kontakion - Tone 2 We celebrate the memory of the progenitors of Christ, and with faith
we ask their help, that deliverance from every affliction be granted to those who cry out:
"Be with us, O God, who in Your good pleasure glorified them."

Hely Martyr Paraskeva
b (Commemeorated on August 8)

Holy Virgin Martyr Paraskeva of Rome was the only daughter of
Christian parents, Agathon and Politia, and from her early years
she dedicated herself to God. She spent much of her time in prayer
© and the study of the Holy Scriptures. After the death of her parents
i St Paraskeva distributed all of her inheritance to the poor and
. consecrated her virginity to Christ. Emulating the holy Apostles,
she began to preach to the pagans about Christ, converting many to
i Christianity.

She was arrested during the reign of Antoninus Pius (138-161) because she refused to
worship the idols. She was brought to trial and fearlessly confessed herself a Christian.
Neither enticements of honors and material possessions, nor threats of torture and death
shook the firmness of the saint nor turned her from Christ. She was given over to beastly
tortures. They put a red-hot helmet on her head and threw her in a cauldron filled with
boiling oil and pitch. By the power of God the holy martyr remained unharmed. When the
emperor peered into the cauldron, St Paraskeva threw a drop of the hot liquid in his face,
and he was burned. The emperor began to ask her for help, and the holy martyr healed
him. After this the emperor set her free.

Traveling from one place to another to preach the Gospel, St Paraskeva arrived in a city
where the governor was named Asclepius. Here again they tried the saint and sentenced
her to death. They took her to an immense serpent living in a cave, so that it would devour
her. But St Paraskeva made the Sign of the Cross over the snake and it died. Asclepius and
the citizens witnessed this miracle and believed in Christ. She was set free, and continued
her preaching. In a city where the governor was a certain Tarasius, St Paraskeva endured
fierce tortures and was beheaded in the year 140,




Many miracles took place at the saint's tomb: the blind received sight, the lame walked,
and barren women gave birth to children. It is not only in the past that the saint performed
her miracles, but even today she helps those who call on her in faith.

Troparion - Tone 5 - Wise and praiseworthy martyr of Christ Parasceva:* By accepting
courage and rejecting feminine weakness * You conquered the devil! * You put your
torturer to shame by crying out: * Come, rend my body with your sword and burn it with
fire, * For I go rejoicing to Christ my bridegroom! * By her prayers, O Christ God, save
our souls!

Kontakion - Tone 8 - Come, O faithful, let us sing with one accord a special hymn to
Parasceva! * Triumphant in her fight she shines as a brilliant star above the world; *
Expelling the darkness of error, she pours down grace upon the faithful.* Therefore, let us
cry out to her: Rejoice, O Victorious Martyr!
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ANNOUNCEMENTS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Abraham Duncan, 8/2; Natalie
Ottaviani, 8/2; Donald Hrynyshyn, 8/4; Amanda Pappas, 8/6 & Sandra Cramer,
8/6. May God grant them a very happy birthday and keep them for many, happy & blessed
years!

FATHER STEPHEN ON VACATION - Father Stephen will be on
vacation from Sunday, July 26 — Saturday August 8. In case of an

emergency, please call Father Emmanuel Pratsinakis (215) 543-2989 or
Father Constantine (Gus) (302) 298-5183.

IT”S SUMMER TIME - a time to relax in the sun, take some down time, enjoy our
vacations. Please don’t forget about your Parish as we cannot get a vacation from our

bills. Treasurer, Mark Andreas

MEETINGS: Parish Board — Wednesday, August 11 (tentative)@ 6:30 PM.

Pyrohy Schedule: Saturday, August 22; Saturday, September 19 &
Saturday, October 3




MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
August 2 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

August 9 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

August 16 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

August 23 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

August 30 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
September 6 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
September 13 - Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of August 3 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of August 10-- Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of August 17 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of August 24 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of August 31 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of September 7 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of September 14 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

UOL FLEA MARKET - more in the next Bulletin

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 2 — Linda Hnatow
August 9 — Jean Roeth
August 16 - Andrew Duncan
Anugust 23 - Thomas Scholz
August 30 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
September 6 - Thomas Sulpizi
September 13 - John Plachuta

SCHEDULING FOR THE PARISH - Please remember that all events, work parties,
use of the hall must be cleared through the calendar kept by Father Stephen so that dueling
events can be avoided.



CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2026
Sunday, September 20 — Pot Luck Dinner
Saturday, September 26 — Hall Rented
Monday, October 12 — 15 — Clergy Retreat
Saturday, October 17 — UOL Retreat
Saturday, November 7 — Fall Bazaar
Saturday, November 14 — Wine Tasting
Saturday, November 28 — St. Philip Fast
Sunday, December 20 — UOL Cookie Sale

100th ANNIVRSARY - will be held on Saturday, July 17th, 2027 with a 10:00 AM —
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with a Banquet at the Claymont Ballroom. Mark your
calendars! Our first fund Raiser for the event is the sale of T-shirts ($10) polo shirts ($15)
and sweat shirts ($20) with the Anniversary Logo on them thanks to the art and stitching
work of Michael Kapelus.

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
August 2 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
August 9 - David and Eve Lazaration
August 16 - Sandy Cramer
August 23 - Sonya Patronik

PATRON’S PATH - I have been asked if anyone can add bricks in memory of loved
ones or as a family to the Patron’s Path. The answer is “yes”. We will be taking orders for
replacement bricks that will be engraved and placed in the Path. Just as before, each brick
can have the clip art of a three bar Cross or it can be plain. The donation for the bricks is
as follows: 47 x 8” engraved brick is $150 — with the clip art $175; 8” x 8” engraved
brick is $200 - with the clip art $225; 12”x 12” engraved brick is $250 — with the clip art
$275

If you didn’t get the chance to be a part of the Patron’s Path before, take the opportunity
now and tell your family members as well. Please see Father Stephen if you would like to
place an order.

S0th Anniversary Celebration — of the establishment of St. Sophia Ukrainian Orthodox
Theological Seminary on Tuesday, October 13 beginning with Vespers at 5:00 PM at St.
Andrew Ukrainian Orthodox Church(South Bound Brook, NJ) followed by 6:30 PM
Cocktails and 7:00 PM Banquet at the Ukrainian Cultural Center. Banquet tickets are
$150.00 per person. All are welcome to attend. If interested, please RSVP by October 1,
2026 by calling the Consistory at (732) 356-0090.




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father Anthony Ugolnik,
Father James Weremedic, Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka
Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles,
Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty
Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle,
John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czemik, Sharon
Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, George Daniels, Taylor Davis, Peter
DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose
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AN ICON OF CHRIST
In the Old Testament, it was forbidden to have any kind of portrayal of God. “No one has
cen God, only the Son,” says the Scripture. God is Spirit, God is Life, God is Love...and
one cannot paint or carve a spirit or an abstraction.

But in the New Testament Church, we have Icons. There is a special reason for this. It is
because of the Incarnation, because God became Man. Taking upon Himself human {lesh,
in the Person of Jesus Christ. God was now visible, spirit and flesh, now He could be
seen, felt, heard physically. So, to preserve and understand this profound truth, the Church
made use of Iconography — a truly unique Christian art form.

Have you ever wondered what the letters and abbreviations found on Icons mean? It is
rare to find any Icon without such inscriptions. They are, in fact, identification marks that
tell what is precisely conveyed in the image. Especially do we find such letters in
abbreviated form for the Name of Christ, the designation Birth-giver of God, and of the
Saints.

The Icon of Christ, therefore, bears the familiar letters “IC XC” — the abbreviation for the
name Jesus Christ. But this Icon has other letters contained within the cross that is itself
enclosed within what is called the nimbus that encompasses the head of Christ. These
three Greek letters, located on separate branches of the cross, form the Name of God
revealed to Moses in Exodus 3:14 — “And God said to Moses, ] AM THAT I AM: and
He said, thus shall you say to the children of Israel, I AM has sent me to you. ” So the
letters stand for the Divine Name.




