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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS — Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry




December 14, 2025
Volume 61: Number 50
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of December 14 - 21 2025
Celebrating our 98 year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, December 14 - 27" Sunday — Tone 2

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Thomas Bringle (2 Yr. An.) — Family
Pankahyda: +Mary Hamilton - 6Yr. An.) Daphne & Anthony Pantelopulos
Coffee Hour — Religious Education

Thursday, December 18
6:00 PM — Great Vespers for the Feast
7:00 PM — Boy Scouts

Friday, December 19 — Feast of St. Nicholas
7:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

Saturday, December 20
10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Holy Trinity — Whaleyville, MD)

Sunday, December 21 - 28" Sunday — Tone 3
8:30 AM - Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour — UOL Cookie Sale — Visit by St. Nicholas
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
27% Sunday — Matins: Luke 24:12-35; Liturgy: Ephesians 6:10-17; Luke 18:18-27
Monday — 2 Timothy 2:20-26; Mark 9:42-10:1
Tuesday — 2 Timothy 3:16-4:4; Mark 10:2-12
Wednesday — St. Barbara — Galatians 3:23-29; Mark 5:24-34; Day: 2 Timothy 4:9-22;
Luke 21:5-7, 10-11, 20-24
Thursday — Titus 1:5-2:1; Luke 21:28-33
Friday — St. Nicholas —~ Matins: John 10:9-16; Lifurgy: Hebrews 13:17-21; Luke 6:17-23;
Day Titus 1:15-2:10; Luke 21:37-22:8
Saturday — Ephesians 1:16-23; Luke 13:18-29
28% Sunday — Matins Luke 24:36-53, Liturgy: Colossians 1:12-18; Luke 17:12-19
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Teaching the Children Symbols of Christmas

Let us teach the children that a star was a heavenly sign of promise long ages
ago. God promised a Savior for the world and a sign of the fulfillment of that
promise was the great Star of the East. A star now reminds us of God's love for
mankind and of the fulfillment of His promise. The countless shining stars at night
can also remind us of the burning hope of all mankind.

Let us teach the children that the candle may also be used as a symbol for that
star of long ago. Its small light is the mirror of starlight; once candles were placed
on the Christmas Tree and they were like many glowing stars shining against the
dark green. We may also place candles in our windows to show that we open our
homes and our hearts to strangers, as we would have wished to welcome Mary,
Joseph and the Christ Child long ago. While safety has removed many candles,
we use other lights now in the same way for remembrance,

Let us teach the children that the pure color of the stately evergreen tree
remains the same all year round. We use this symbol for the everlasting hope of
mankind. Green is the hopeful, abundant color of nature. The great, green tree
has also been one of man's best friends. It has sheltered him, warmed him, and
made beauty for him. Made into the Cross, it held the Savior of the world when He
was lifted up for us.

Let us teach the children that the wreath of evergreens symbolizes the eternal
nature of love: it never ceases, stops or ends. It is one continuous round of
affection. The wreath does double duty. It can be made of many things and in
many colors. It can remind us of Christmas in many different ways.



Let us teach the children to place a bow on a wreath or a present as a reminder
of the spirit of the unity of mankind. The bow is tied as men should be tied, all of
us together, with the bonds of love and good will toward each other. "Peace on
earth, good will towards men," is the message of the bow.

Let us teach the children that the bell is for salvation. As lost sheep were found
by sounds of the bell, so should it ring for men to return to the fold. A bell means
guidance and return; it reminds us that all are precious in the eyes of the Lord.

Let us teach the children that the candy cane represents several symbols of the
birth, ministry and death of Jesus. The white symbolizing the Virgin birth and the
sinless nature of Jesus and it is hard to symbolize that Jesus is the solid rock, the
foundation of His Church. The "J" represents the precious name of Jesus, who
came to the earth as our Savior. It also represents the shepherd's crook. The
crook or the staff helps bring back the strayed sheep fo the fold and therefore
reminds us of the staff of the Good Shepherd. The red stripes represent the blood
shed by Jesus on the Cross so that we can have eternal life. The candy cane
represents the helping hand we should show at Christmastime. The candy is the
symbol that we are our brother's keeper.

Let us teach the children that St. Nicholas is the very best symbol of Christmas.
He is the sign of the gift of life and of love, Let us think of St. Nicholas and how he
has made right so many things that were wrong. Down the centuries he teaches
that the best things in life are to give and to help, to love and to serve.

Let us ourselves ponder, rejoice and wonder as we see these symbols, and
then we will hardly need words as we teach the children.
(Thanks to Mother Raphaela and the community of the Holy Myrrh-bearers
in Otego, NY for sharing this reflection with us!)
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The Nativity Fast: Our Journey to Bethlehem
By Very Rev. Father Peter Paproski

We have reached the halfway mark on our journey to the manger in Bethlehem.
Thus far we have struggled to keep the spirit, if not the letter of the Nativity Fast,
which has been given to us by our Mother, the Church, for spirifual growth and
renewal. If we are honest, we must admit what a struggle it is to keep this Fast
when the world around us celebrates the coming holiday in a much different
manner. While we are denying ourselves physically so that we may renew
ourselves spiritually, many of our coworkers, neighbors and friends are already
feasting and celebrating the Holiday Season to excess. It is important, however,
that we do not condemn our neighbors and friends for celebrating and enjoying
this time of year. Indeed the Birth of our Savior is worthy of celebration. The
questions are how and when?

As Orthodox Christians, we are called to spiritually prepare before all major holy
days, the most major of which are proceeded by fasts. This period of preparation,
while restricting us from certain activities and foods, should not be viewed as
restrictive but rather as liberating. When we willingly retreat into the spiritual
desert of the Nativity Fast, we find refuge from the stresses of our daily lives,
recalling that the Presence of God is experienced most intensely in the stillness of
one's heart. The reality that, as we sing in church on Christmas Eve, “God is with
us” and loves us intensely, is made abundantly clear when we observe this
season in a holy manner. The Nativity Fast understood in this manner is a most
precious gift of the Church, one which is given to us so that we can more
intensely celebrate the Feast of the Nativity. A true celebration is one which not
only brings happiness, which is, as all of us know, a fleeting emotion, but more
importantly, renewal. When we contrast the Church’'s way of celebrating
Christmas to that of the secular world’s way, we see that by the day after
Christmas, the world is exhausted and glad that Christmas is over. The Orthodox
Church, on the other hand, looks forward to 39 more days of celebration, for in a
real sense, the celebration of the Lord’'s nativity ends with the Feast of the
Entrance of the Lord into the Temple.

In the fifth chapter of his Epistle to the Galatians, the Apostle Paul offers us words
of encouragement as we strive to complete the second half of the Nativity Fast.
St. Paul reminds us what the fruits of our labors will be if we humbly continue the
fast in a God-pleasing manner. The fruits are none other than the gifts of the Holy
Spirit which will be renewed within our hearts.



“The fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23)

These fruits can be ours if we are willing, in the words of Saint Paul, to ..."crucify
the flesh with its passions and desires” (Galatians 5:24).

May our merciful Lord give us the strength on tour journey to Bethlehem to do just
this, so that we may truly celebrate and be renewed by His Holy Nativity!
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BE OF GOOD CHEER
The Book of Proverbs tells us that “A joyful heart is the health of the body, but a
depressed spirit dries up the bones” (Proverbs 17:22), “A glad heart lights up the
face, but by mental anguish the spirit is broken” (Proverbs 15:13).

Cheerfulness is a sign of love. The creation of a flower is a sign of God’s love.
The giving of flowers represents the love of one for another. Flowers are created
to delight us and give us some moments of pleasure and fond memories. We give
flowers as a gift for people to be cheered up by them and to derive pleasure from
them.

Cheerfulness, like a flower, is a gift, which represents our love for one another. It
is meant to give others pleasurable moments, memories to be enjoyed.

Cheerfulness leads fo love. If you wished to be loved, lovel “Even as you wish
others to do to you, so also do to them”. These words are simple but very wise. If
we long for affection and love, we must first express affection and love to others.
We can improve the quality of our interpersonal relationships with cheerfulness;
even the quality of our lives. It is a scientifically proven fact that worry, discord and
sadness undermine a person'’s health. On the other hand, cheerfulness improves
not only our health but also our relationships with one another.

The outer person is to a large extent an index of the inner life. The joy or sadness
of the heart is visible upon the countenance. The sad heart will be revealed by a
clouded countenance; the heart of care by the lines of a worn face. A peaceiul
heart will be revealed by a serene expression.




ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Carol Purse, 12/17; Joseph Thurstlic,
12/17; Margaret Krauthauser, 12/18 & Lynn Sulpizi, 12/18. May God grant them a very
happy birthday and keep them for many, happy and blessed years!

CALLING ALL BAKERS!!! - It is time again for the UOL Christmas Cookies Sale!!
We could use all the help that we can getf. Please bring at least 60 home-made cookies
(NO chocolate chip, please) to the Church on Saturday, December 20 between 9 — 10AM.
Thanks!!!!

HOLY SUPPER - will be scheduled for Christmas Eve, Janunary 6 at 6:00 PM. If you
would like to attend please sign in at the dessert table.

TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025
Sunday, December 21 — UOL Christmas Cookie Sale — St. Nicholas

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
December 15 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
December 22 - Sandy Cramer

December 29 - Sonya Patronik

2026 —~ January 4- David and Eve Lazaration
January 11 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur

MEETINGS
Parish Board — Wednesday, January 14 @ 6:30 PM
Annual Meeting — Sunday, February 1

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
December 14 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik
December 21 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow
December 28 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

January 4 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
January 11- Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
January 17 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta




CALENDAR OF EVENTS - 2026

January 6 - Holy Supper 6PM

January 7 — Nativity of Our Lord — 9:30 AM Liturgy

Sunday, February 1 — Annual Meeting

Monday, February 23 — 1% Day of the Great Fast

Saturday, March 28 — Spring Bazaar

Sunday, April 5 — Palm Sunday — Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 12 — Resurrection of the Lord

Sunday, April 19 — St. Thomas Sunday — Visiting Cemeteries
Sunday, May 31 — Pentecost

Monday, June 8 — Apostle’ Fast

Sunday. July 12 — Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul — Patronal Dinner
Saturday, November 7 — Fall Bazaar

Saturday, November 28 — St. Philip Fast

Sunday, December 20 — UOL Cookie Sale

100th ANNIVRSARY - will be held on Saturday, July 17th with a 10:00 AM -
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with a Banquet at the Claymont Ballroom. Mark your
calendars! Our first fund Raiser for the event is the sale of T-shirts ($10) polo shirts ($15)
and sweat shirts ($20) with the Anniversary Logo on them thanks to the art and stiiching
work of Michael Kapelus.

NATIVITY FAST SOUP SALE — Our UOL will be making vegan soups for the Nativity
Fast beginning today for $10 a quart. Money raised will be for the UOL Thanksgiving
project and will be sent for humanitarian aide in Ukraine.

FLOWERS FOR THE NATIVITY - Donations for the Nativity Flowers are being
accepted by Linda Hnatow. They can be for the Health of or in Memory of Family
member s and friends. Donation requested is $15.

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
December 14 - Jean Roeth
December 21 - Thomas Scholz
December 28 — John Plachuta
January 4 - Thomas Sulpizi
January 11 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
January 18 - Linda Hnatow




FAITH IN ACTION — We will be collecting non-perishable foods for the local food
cupboard. The labels are in the office to be placed on each of the items. Let us think about
those in need this holiday season and ley them never be hungry again.

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of December 15 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of December 22 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of December 29 - Mark & Laura Andreas

2026 — Week of January 5 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

January 12 — John Plachuta and David Lazaration

January 19 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

January 26 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

February 2 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

SOUTHERN DELAWARE ORCHESTRA — will partner with the Southern Delaware
Chorale to perform Handel’s Messiah at the Cape Henlopen High School in Lewes,
Delaware on Saturday, December 13 at 7:00 PM and Sunday, December 14 at 3:00 PM.
Tickets can be obtained at Sodelomusic.org. If you go, say hello to two of the violinists,
Walter and Cynthia Stepovij from our Whaleyville Parish.




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James Weremedic,
Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa
Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka Maryann Ozlanski, Jonathan
Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel
Bermnhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley,
Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz,
Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki,
David Dalldorf, Taylor Davis, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary
Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose Eldridge, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, Kandi
Fullerton, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci
Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria
Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel
Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Serhii Ivashyna, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Bill Jones,
Linda Josepinson, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst,
Tommy Knight, Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Francis Lano, Ed Lavender, Ron
Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea,
Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen
McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller,
Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen Needham,
Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Rick Orner, Sienna Ozboya, Beity Painter, Anastasios
Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Linda
Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Barry Pinkowicz, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Joseph
Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Chuck Redden, Patricia
Redden, Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea
Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac Schmidt,
Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman,
Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens,
Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavio
Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomeli,
Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha
Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James
Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




THE FEAST OF ST. NICHOLAS

It should come as no surprise that we once again here the prefestal verses for the
Nativity of Our Lord in the Vesper's Service for Saint
Nicholas. St. Nicholas was a fourth century Bishop of
Myra in Lycia who through the ages has come to be
specially connected with the festival of Christ's birth. Let
us listen to the verses: O you who love the festivals,
come gather and sing the praises of the fair beauty of
bishops, the glory of the fathers, the fountain of wonders
and the great protector of the faithful. Let us all say:
Rejoice O Guardian of the people of Myra, their head
and honored counselor, the pillar of the Church which cannot be shaken. Rejoice,
O light full of brightness that makes the ends of the world shine with wonders.
Rejoice, O divine delight of the afflicted, the fervent advocate of those who suffer
from injustice. And now, O all-blessed Nicholas, never cease praying to Christ our
God for those who honor the festival of your memory with faith and with love.

Sad as it is to see Saint Nicholas transformed into the red-suited Santa Claus of
the secular winter "holidays" it is easy to understand why the holy Bishop has
become so closely connected with the festival of Christ's birth. The stories about
the Saint, fabricated and embroidered in Christian imagination over the ages, in
various times and places, all tell of the simple faith and love of the man known
only for his goodness and love.

The extraordinary thing about the image of St. Nicholas in the Church is that he is
not known for anything extraordinary. He was not a theologian and never wrote a
word, yet he is famous in the memory of believers as a zealot for orthodoxy,
allegedly accosting the heretic Arius at the First Ecumenical Council in Nicea for
denying the divinity of God's Son. He was not an ascetic and did no outstanding
feats of fasting and vigils, yet he is praised for his possession of the "fruit of the
Holy Spirit. . . love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22-23). He was not a mystic in our present
meaning of the term but he lived daily with the Lord and was godly in ali of his
words and deeds. He was not a prophet in the technical sense, yet he proclaimed
the Word of God, exposed the sins of the wicked, defended the rights of the
oppressed and afflicted, and battled against every form of injustice with
supernatural compassion and mercy. In a word, he was a good pastor, father and
Bishop to his flock, known especially for his love and care for the poor. Most
simply put, he was a divinely good person.



