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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS -- Celebrated by appointment.
CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be

attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry
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Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of February 2 - 9, 2025

Sunday, February 2— Sunday of Zacchaeus Tone 7

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM — Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Archimandrite Athanasij (9 Yrs)
Panakhyda: +Father John Udics (9 Yrs)
Coffee Hour — Annual Meeting

Wednesday, February 5
8:00 AM — Butter and Onions
7:00 PM - Bible Study

Thursday, February 6 — Mother Xenia

7:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

5:30 PM — Vesperal Liturgy (St. Nicholas — Dover, DE)
7:00 PM — Boy Scouts

Friday, February 7

7:00 AM — Peeling potatoes

10:00 AM — making sauerkraut balls
3:00 PM —3:00 PM —Making potato Balls
Saturday, February 8

8:00 AM — making pyrohy

Sunday, February 9 — Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee - Tone 8
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:10 AM —Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
QOath of Office for New Officers
Souper Bowl Sunday




SCRIPTURE READINGS

32 Sunday — Zacchaeus — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: 1 Timothy:4
Monday — 1 Peter 2:21-3:9; Mark 12:13-17
Tuesday — 1 Peter 3:10-22; Mark 12:18-27
Wednesday — 1 Peter 4:1-11; Mark 12:28-37
Thursday — 1 Peter 4:12-5:5; Mark 12:38-44
Friday — 2 Peter 1:1-10; Mark 13:1-8
Saturday — 2 Timothy 1:11-19; Luke 18:2-8
Sunday Publican and Pharisee Matins: John 21:15-25; Liturgy: 2 Timothy 3:10-15; Luke
18:10-14 — Translation Relics of ST. John Chrysostom: Hebrews 7:26-8:2; John 10:9-16
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In preparation for and for our own spiritual edification during the season of the
Great Fast, our bulletin will include excerpts from the book, GREAT LENT: A
JOURNEY TO PASCHA by Father Alexander Schmemann. | would suggest this
book to be read by all of our parishioners for the insights and spiritual awakening
of the season of the Fast.

In the early Church, the main purpose of Lent was to prepare the "catechumen,"
that is, the newly converted Christian for Baptism. which at that time was
performed during the paschal Liturgy. But even when the Church rarely baptized
adults and the institution of the catechumenate disappeared, the basic meaning of
Lent remained the same. For even though we are baptized, what we constantly
lose and befray is precisely that which we received at Baptism. Therefore Easter
is our return every year to our own Baptism, whereas Lent is our preparation for
that return - the slow and sustained effort fo perform, at the end, our own
"passage” or "pascha” into the new life in Christ. If Lenten worship preserves
even today its catechetical and baptismal character, it is not as "archaeological”
remains of the past, but as something valid and essential for us. For each year
Lent and Easter are, once again, the discovery and the recovery by us of what we
are made through our own baptismal death and resurrection.

A journey, a pilgrimage! Yet, as we begin it, as we make the first step into the
"bright sadness" of Lent, we see - far away - the destination. It is the joy of Easter,
it is the entrance into the glory of the Kingdom. And it is this vision, the foretaste
of Easter, that makes Lent's sadness bright and our Lenten effort a "spiritual
spring". The night may be dark and long, but all along the way a mysterious and
radiant dawn seems to shine on the horizon. "Do not deprive us of our
expectation, O Lover of mankind!"




PREPARATION FOR LENT
1. THE DESIRE : SUNDAY OF ZACCHAEUS

Long before the actual beginning of Lent, the church announces its approach and
invites us to enter into the period of pre-Lenten preparation. It is a characteristic
feature of the Orthodox liturgical tradition that every major feast or season -
Easter, Christmas, Lent, etc. - is announced and
"prepared” in advance. Why? Because of the deep
psychological insight by the Church into human nature.
Knowing our lack of concentration and the frightening
"worldliness" of our life, the Church knows our inability to
change rapidly, to go abruptly from one spiritual or
mental state to another. Thus, long before the actual
effort of Lent is to begin, the Church calls our attention to
its seriousness and invites us to meditate on its
significance. Before we can "practice" Lent we are given
its "meaning”. This preparation includes five consecutive
Sundays preceding Lent, each one of them - through its
particular Gospel lesson - dedicated fo some fundamental aspect of repentance.
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The very announcement of Lent is made the Sunday on which the Gospel lesson
about Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) is read. It is the story of a man who was too
short to see Jesus but who DESIRED so much to see Him that he climbed up a
tree. Jesus responded io his desire and went to his house. Thus the theme of this
first announcement is DESIRE. Man follows his desire. One can even say that
man IS desire, and this fundamental psychological truth about human nature is
acknowledged by the Gospel: "Where your treasure is," says Christ, "there will
your heart be." A strong desire overcomes the natural limitations of man; when he
passionately desires something he does things of which "normally" he is
incapable. Being "short", he overcomes and transcends himself. The only
guestion, therefore, is whether we desire the right things, whether the power of
desire in us is aimed at the right goal, or whether - in the words of the
existentialist atheist, Jean Paul Sartre - man is a "useless passion".

Zacchaeus desired the "right thing"; he wanted to see and approach Christ. He is
the first symbol of repentance, for repentance begins as the rediscovery of the
deep nature of all desire: the desire for God and His righteousness, for the true
life. Zacchaeus is "short" - petty, sinful and limited - yet his desire overcomes all
of this. It "forces" Christ's attention; it brings Christ to his home. Such, then, is the
first announcement, the first invitation: ours is to DESIRE that which is deepest
and fruest in ourselves, to acknowledge the thirst and hunger for the Absolute




which is in us whether we know it or not, and which, when we deviate from it and
turn our desires away, makes us indeed a "useless passion”. And if we desire
deeply enough, strongly enough, Christ will
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LOST AND FOUND

Today is the Sunday of Zacchaeus. Zacchaeus was, as we know, one of the last to convert
before Jesus ascended the Cross (The penitent thief who was crucified with Jesus was the
final convert).

Zacchaeus said to himself that it was curiosity that drew
him to Christ. There was something better that must have
been stirring within him; possibly, Zacchaeus may have
been afraid to acknowledge this within himself The fame
of Jesus as a friend of Publicans had probably reached
Zacchaeus and touched him. There is no other instance
where Jesus volunteered His company by inviting
Himself to Zacchaeus' house. Christ never goes where
He is not wanted, nor does He stay away from where He
is wanted.

This voluntary association with the outcast Zacchaeus is a symbol of Chris's whole work,
The desire to save Zacchaeus coupled with His willingness to be identified with sinners)
which led Him into the house of the shunned Zacchaeus) led our Lord from Glory to earth
and caused Him to "dwell among us”.

Zacchaeus comes down from the tree as fast as he can and is happy for He has found the
Savior Christ is glad for He has found a sinner whom He will make a Saint, The
experience of Christ's love convinces Zacchaeus far more than any threat. The touch of
love melts him as a warm hand laid upon the snow.

His so-called curiosity is changed into a higher feeling. The change shows itself in the
new kind of life that he proposes to lead. It is Jesus Who chooses Zacchaeus. Jesus, the
searcher of souls, knew that this particular soul was ripe and ready. And so, Jesus calls
Zacchaeus down from the tree and invites Himself as a guest m his house: "I must stay at
your house today". He needs only to see a soul willing to be changed. He seeks only a

loving response from people when He offers to live with them
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CELEBRATE LIFE IN CHURCH BEFORE OTHERS MOURN
Dear Abby: About five or six years ago, you printed a wonderful piece written by a
preacher in Port Orchard, Washington. It was a tongue-in-cheek poem advising
people not to put off going to Church. Will you please print it again? | sure like it. A
BAPTIST MINISTER IN DALLAS
Dear Minister: Here it is. | sure like it, too.

DEAR CHURCH MEMBER:
Don't wait until the hearse hauls you to church. If you do -

1)You will go, regardless of the weather.

2) You will go, regardless of the condition of your body.

3) There will be beautiful flowers there, but you won't enjoy them.

4) You will go, regardless of how your family feels.

5) The minister may say many good things, but they will do you no good.
6) There will be beautiful music, but you won't hear it.

7) There will be hearifelt prayers, but they will not touch your heart.

8) There will be friends and relatives there, but you won't worship with them.
9) You will go, no matter how many hypocrites there are.

10) You will go, no matter how much you are needed at home or at work.
11) You will receive no blessing from the service.

12) You won't feel concerned about your clothes.

13) You will never have to decide about attending Church again.

Aren't you glad to be alive and well and full of zest and able to choose to go to
church? WALTER NUESSLE, PASTOR, PORT ORCHARD, WASH.




“1 AM THE GOOD SHEPHERD"

There is no worse feeling in life than
that of loneliness, and many men and
women go through life genuinely
believing that no one cares about them.
Qur streets are filled with individuals
whose lives are a reflection of
hopelessness and despair. Such
feelings affect those on all levels of
society. They touch the rich as well as
the poor. You do not have fo be
"homeless" to feel a sense of
abandonment. Often, those who
seemingly have everything find
themselves quite alone, surrounded by
their possessions.

As Orthodox Christians, we must believe with all our hearts that we are never
alone. Our blessed Savior left this world with these final words of comfort for us:
"Lo, | am with you always!" Christ described Himself in the Gospel of John as
being the "Good Shepherd". "l am the Good Shepherd, and | know my sheep and
they know Me." (John 10:14). We have a God Who cares about us! What a
wonderful thought! Just as a shepherd knows every member of his flock, Christ
knows us and loves us alll He is always only a prayer away. He reminds us that
"... everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks, finds, and to him who knocks
it will be opened" (Matthew 7:8).

It is only human to sometimes feel "down". Still, we are never "out", for our Lord is
always with us! Take your troubles and worries to Him. He will ease them. Turn to
Him with your questions. He will provide answers. Go to Him when you are weary.
He will give you rest.




ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Vera Muntyanu, 2/3 & Keith Beaudean
2/4AMay God grant them a very happy birthday and keep them for many, happy and
blessed years!

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
February 2 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

February 9 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

February 16 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
February 23 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
March 2 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik

MEETINGS
PARISH BOARD — Monday, February 11 @ 6:30 PM

DONATIONS (CREDIT CARDS) ACCEPTED - for those who are interested, we can
accept donations to the Church through credit cards or Paypal on our website. See Mark
Andreas for details.

2025 MAKING PYROHY TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR BAZAAR APRIL 5
Saturday, February 8; Saturday, February 22; Saturday, March 8; Saturday, March 29.

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
February 2 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
February 9 - Sandy Cramer

February 16 - Sonya Patronik

February 23 - David and Eve Lazaration
March 2 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur

UOL SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY - has been moved to Sunday, February 9%. We are
looking for donations for a bowl of soup. All proceeds going to feed the hungry in
Ukraine. Please support this important event!

SCHEDULING FOR THE PARISH - Please remember that all events, work parties,
use of the hall must be cleared through the calendar kept by Father Stephen so that dueling
events can be avoided.




TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Friday, January 31 and Saturday, February 1 — Boy Scouts Valentine Pretzels
Sunday, February 2 — Annual Meeting

Sunday, February 9 — Souper Bowl Sunday

Monday, March 3 — Great Fast Begins

Wednesday, March 19 — Community Lenten Service and Dinner 6PM
Saturday, April 5 — Spring Bazaar

Sunday, April 20 — Resurrection of Our Lord

Sunday, May 11 — Mother’s Day Dinner

Sunday, June 15 — Father’s Day Dinner — Graduation Sunday

Sunday, July 13 — Patronal Feast Day

Saturday, August 2 — UOL Flea Market

CHOCOLATE COVERED PRETZELS — Our Boy Scout Troop, the Peacemakers”, are
sponsoring a Chocolate covered Pretzel sale for Valentine’s Day. There are 5 pretzels per
bag for $5. There are two options: Chocolate only and Chocolate with Peppermint. Orders
are being taken by Mark Andreas. Please help support our Troop.

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
February 2 - Andrew Duncan
February 9 - John Plachuta
February 16 - Linda Hnatow
February 23 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
March 2 — Jean Roeth
March 9 - Thomas Scholz
March 16 - Thomas Sulpizi

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of February 3 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of February 10 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of February 17 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus
Week of February 24 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of March 3 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of March 10 - Mark & Laura Andreas

SICK CALL LIST - Please let Father know if anyone can be removed from the Prayer
for the 111 list. There are many names that have been on for a long time and may have
recovered, and Father was not notified.




REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan Antony,
Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevsky, Father Vasyl
Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Mark Kozak, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James
Norton, Father Victor Wronsky, Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael
Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic,
Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette
Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon
Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria
Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle,
Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex
Czemik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, Paula Daubert, William
Dewhurst, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria
Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, James
Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci Gray, Charles
Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria Herrschaft, Carla
Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel Holoviak, Jennifer
Huertes, Joette Jago, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl Jones, Linda Josepinson,
Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst, Judith Kocinski,
Lorissa Kozakova, Ron Lazaration, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy
Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan,
Stephen McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa
Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Xaren
Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos,
Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Janilyn
Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Joseph
Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Sharon Reigh,
Christopher Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski,
Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Isaac Schmidt, Joella Seale, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa
Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman, Georgic Smolyar, Alexandra
Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph
Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue
Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei,
Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret
Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way,
Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




o % “COME AND SEE” oot o

ur Orthodox Church, after 2000 years, is still a missionary Church. Even in this
modern era, it is still our commission to “go and teach all nations,” bringing
the unchurched to the knowledge of Jesus Christ. As we struggle to bring the
truths of Holy Orthodoxy to others, what approach should we take? If we are
attempting to share our Faith with a potential convert, what should we EMPHASIZE?

The essence of Orthodoxy is a unique blending of three distinct elements. First,
we are a SCRIPTURAL Faith. All that we teach ... all that we believe has its basis on
God’s Word in the Holy Bible. Indeed, we must show others that we “practice what
we preach,” and what we preach is the same message that our Lord and His
Apostles after Him took out to every nation.

We are a LITURGICAL Faith. The services of the Orthodox Church readily reveal
the doctrines and dogmas that are dear to us. A prospective convert can gain
tremendous insight into what Orthodoxy is all about simply by listening to the
profound lyrics of our many liturgical hymns.

Finally, we are a VISUAL Faith. When Nathanael questioned Philip if “anything
good could come out of Nazareth”, Philip responded: “COME AND SEE.” Perhaps
these words offer us the best “plan of attack” in allowing the light of Orthodoxy to
shine on others. Through the holy icons and liturgical objects found in magnificent
cathedrals and humble parish churches, our Faith comes alive. Invite someone to
“come and see” your church. Let their eyes take in the mysteries of our Faith that
are revealed in our sacred images and holy places. Many will, no doubt, echo the
sentiments of the emissaries of Vladimir the Great when they entered the Church of
the Holy Wisdom: “WE KNEW NOT IF WE WERE IN HEAVEN OR ON EARTH.”
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