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Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin
1406 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809
www.sspeterandpauluoc.org
www.orthodoxdelaware.org

Father Stephen Hutnick
(302) 798-4455
E-mail: otchel0@gmail.com

HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS — Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS - Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six _months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2 Youth Ministry
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Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of January 26 — February 2, 2025

Sunday, January 26 — Sunday after Theophany — Holy Fathers of Sinai - Tone 6

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM - Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Olga Bilinski (15 Yr) — Carol Purse
Panakhyda: -+Vasilijs Bazinovs (14 Yrs) - Anatolij & Elena Bazinovs Family
Coffee Hour

Wednesday, January 29
7:00 PM - Bible Study

Thursday, January 30
7:00 PM — Boy Scouts

Friday, January 31
6:00 — 10:00 PM — Church Hall - Boy Scouts making Valentine Pretzels

Saturday, February 1
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM — Church Hall - Boy Scouts making Valentine Pretzels
10:00 AM — Divine Liturgy (Holy Trinity — Whaleyville, MD)

Sunday, February 2— Sunday of Zacchaeus Tone 7

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM — Prayers Preparation for Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Archimandrite Athanasij (9 Yrs)
Panakhyda: +Father John Udics (9 Yrs)
Coffee Hour — Annual Meeting



SCRIPTURE READINGS
31* Sunday afier Theophany — Matins: John 20:19-31; Liturgy: Ephesians 4:7-13;
Matthew 4:12-17; Sunday: 1 Timothy 1:15-17; Luke 18:35-43

Monday — James 2:14-26; Mark 10:46-52

Tuesday — Ja:9-15; Luke 19:1-10mes 3:1-10; Mark 11:11-23

Wednesday — Veneration of the Precious Chains of the Apostle Peter — Acts of the
Apostles 12:1-11; John 21:15-25; Day: James 3:11-4:6; Mark 11:23-26

Thursday — Venerable Anthony the Great — Matins: Matthew 11:27-30; Liturgy: Hebrews
13:17-21; Luke 6:17-23; Day: James 4:7-5:9; Mark 11:27-33

Friday — 1 Peter 1:1-2, 10-12-2:6-10; Mark 12:1-12

Saturday — 1 Thessalonians 5:14-23; Luke 17:3-10

32 Sunday — Zacchaeus — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: 1 Timothy:4
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Why Do We Have Our Homes Blessed?
by Phyllis Meshel Onest

Begin Everything with Prayer

Since we are reminded in Scripture to begin
whatever we do with prayer, it has been the
practice of Orthodox Christians for centuries
to have new dwellings blessed either before
or just after settling in. This has been
extended to one's business or office, and
even college dorm rooms. "The service
performed by the priest to bless the new
dwelling is somewhat similar to the
consecration of a church [in the Russian
practice] in that holy water, holy oil, and
incense are used and a lesson from the holy
Gospel is read. All the rooms of the house
are sprinkled with holy water and each of the

four outer walls are anointed with the sign of the Cross with holy oil, a candie placed
before them, and after the censing of the house, the lesson from the Holy Gospel is read
[in Greek practice the service of the Small Blessing of Waters is generally done]. At the
conclusion of the blessing, the inhabitants are blessed with holy water: the husband first,
followed by the wife and then the children - the oldest first. Relatives and friends present
are then blessed." (Marriage and the Christian Home, by Rev. Michael B. Henning, p.24.)




Back to "The Fall"

From Scripture we know that whatever God created was good, but with "the Fall", evil
entered the world, corrupting the creation. God the Father sent His Son Jesus to save it by
effecting a "new creation". This is celebrated at Theophany, specifically with the Great
Blessing of Water. "The consecration of the waters on this feast places the entire world -
through its 'prime element' of water - in the perspective of the cosmic creation,
sanctification, and glorification of the Kingdom of God in Christ and the Spirit." (The
Orthodox Faith, Vol. 11, Worship, by Fr. Thomas Hopko, p.127.) All the readings, hymns,
prayers, and actions of the day speak of God's presence in our entire world and universe,
His creation.

Through water all of the creation is once again sanctified by God, becoming good again,
the way God had intended.

The Feast Of Theophany

The Feast of Theophany (or Epiphany) commemorates the Baptism of our Lord in the
Jordan River by John the Baptist. We know from the troparion of the day that "the Trinity
was made manifest" to us. But there's more to it than this. "When Jesus descends into the
depths of the river, there occurs a profound upheaval. It is not the one baptized who is
purified, for he is spotless; but it is the water that is transfigured and illumined. This
water, which was believed to be transparent and purifying, is in fact polluted, inhabited by
evil spirits, servants of the old gods. ... By purifying the elements, by sanctifying matter,
Jesus frees the cosmos from the powers of evil." (The Incarnate God, Vol. 1, Catherine
Aslanoft, French edition-editor, translated by Paul MeyendorIf, pA63.)

The Great Blessing of Water and the Home

The Great Blessing of Water takes place at the end of that day's Liturgy. Since our homes
cannot be brought to the Church, the Church - through the priest and cantor - go to the
homes. There the service of blessing, which began in the church, is finished with the
sprinkling of water in the home. Traditionally, in most Orthodox parishes, the priest
personally visits all his parishioners each year to pray with them in the place where they
live, and to bless their surroundings with the newly sanctified water of Theophany
(January 6/19). By sanctifying our living quarters, our private place, we extend the grace
of God to our individual dwellings. (In very large parishes a yearly visit may not be
possible. In areas of the country where the winter is harsh, I know of at least one parish
where houses are blessed at the beginning of the ecclesiastical year in September.)

We also bring the blessed water to our homes to use throughout the year to bless our
homes and to drink whether we are ill or as part of our daily prayer life. "There are many




occasions in family life when a sip of holy water can help to remind us of the blessing that
was given 'to bestow sanctification’, ‘unto healing of soul and body', 'to be a fountain
welling forth unto life eternal’, as the priest prayed in the litany of Epiphany day." (Little
Falcons: Water, Vol. 5, No. 2, 1998, p.33.)

Weaving Christ into Our Lives

"The blessing of homes by these holy waters maintains the
spiritual association between the 'family church' and the
parish, as well as again providing for the sharing of God's
spiritual gifts... This annual blessing is not as elaborate as
the blessing of the new dwelling, but because of this it
should not be overlooked, for it is in this way that the
grace of God is extended to individual dwellings."
(Marriage and the Christian Home, p.25.)

If the priest comes to bless the home when the children are
present, they have the opportunity to see the parish priest
in a different and personal situation. If the priest permits, they can lead the way through
the house, or hold a candle. They can show him their rooms or pets or favorite toys. They
receive a blessing with water. For children, the house blessing shows the connection of the
Church to the home.

In Summary

What does it mean to ask God to bless something? All things in the world have been
spoiled right along with us. God must bless His world again in order for it to be the way
that He wants it to be. For this reason God sent His Son Jesus and the Holy Spirit to the
world: to bless everyone and everything that He made, to make all things good again.
When the priest comes to bless our homes, he asks God to have mercy on the house, to rid
it of every evil and to fill it with every blessing. What a wonderful way to begin the New
Year! *

Getting Ready for Home Blessing
Christ, by entering the Jordan, sanctified it, and with it all creation. Material creation once
again became "very good" as it was in the beginning.

The central sign of God's sanctification of all things through the feast of Theophany is the
act of blessing the homes of faithful Christians. The priest visits all members of the
Church to pray with them in the place where they live, and to bless their surroundings
with Holy Water. He asks God 1o have mercy on the house, to rid it of every evil and to
fill it with every blessing. Thus the house itself, together with the living persons of the




family, is "filled with all the fullness of God".

To prepare for the priest's visit to bless your home:

*  Make a list of the first names of those family members you wish to pray for when the
priest arrives, with the living and the deceased in separate columns.

*  Onyour dining room table or family altar, place a lighted candle, a Theophany icon
or icon of Christ, and a wide bowl (to hold the holy water the priest will bring). Be
sure your prayer list is there, too!

*  Turn on a light in each room, so the priest can see where he is going.

Turn off all TVs, stereos, and computers.

*  Secure any pets that might jump up on the priest or family, or "get underfoot” as you
move from room to room. (Pets may be blessed, too!)

Everyone in the house when the priest arrives should gather around the table/family alter

and join in the singing of the litany responses and troparion.

The children may lead the priest around the house with a lit candle, if he permits.
*QOrthodox Family Life - Winter 1998-1999.13
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Sunday after Theophany
The Gospel (Matthew 4:12-17) is like an echo of the feast of Epiphany. It starts by
mentioning the imprisonment of the Precursor. At this news, Jesus leaves the region of the
Jordan. He comes back into Galilee and stays at Capernaum. Thus, says the gospel, the
prophecy of Isaiah concerning the land of Zabulon and the land of Nephthalim is fulfilled:




"The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them which sat in the region
and shadow of death light is sprung up" (Isa. 9:2). This reminds us that Epiphany is the
'Feast of Lights'. The light manifested on the banks of the Jordan now spreads into
Galilee. Little by little, it will spread to the whole world. Jesus begins to preach. The
theme of his preaching is exactly the same as John's: Repent, for the kingdom of heaven
is at hand'. But, for John, the kingdom was 'coming', whereas for Jesus, the kingdom is
already 'at hand": The kingdom is now identified with him who announces it. Jesus is the
essence and the power of the kingdom. Nevertheless, this kingdom is only at its
beginning. We shall see it grow, and it will not cease from growing until the end of time.
This is what the epistle read at the liturgy (Eph. 4:7-13) announces, in which St Paul
declares that when the edification of Christ’s body is completed we shall 'all come in the
unity of the faith, and of the 'knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the
measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ'. The liturgical year, an abridgement of the
history of salvation, represents this growth symbolically for us, from Christmas until the
time after Pentecost. It thus outlines the development of our own inner life -the life of
Christ in us.
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The Veneration of the Honorable Chains

of the Holy and All-Praised Apostle, Peter
The details of this feast are present in the 12' chapter of the Acts of the Holy Apostles.
The first serious persecution of Christians began under King Herod Agrippa. He had St.
James the Apostle killed by sword and Peter imprisoned. St. Peter was behind bars, put in
iron fetters and guarded by 16 soldiers. The very night when Herod was about to bring
him out to kill him, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers, bound with two chains, and
sentries before the door were guarding the prison. An angel of the Lord appeared, and a
light shone in the cell. He struck Peter on the side and woke him, saying, "Get up
quickly." The chains fell off his hands. The angel said to him, "Dress yourself and put on
your sandals. Wrap your mantle around you and follow me." Peter did as he was told went
out and followed him. He did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but
thought he was seeing a vision. When they had passed the first and the second guard, they
came to the iron gate leading into the city. It opened to them of its own accord, and they
went out and passed on through one street; and immediately the angel left him. Peter came
to himself, and said, "Now I am sure that the Lord has sent his angel and rescued me from
the hand of Herod and from all that the Jewish people were expecting."

‘When he realized this, he went to the house of Mary, the mother of John whose other
name was Mark, where many were gathered together and were praying. And when he
knocked at the door of the gateway, a maid named Rhoda came to answer. Recognizing
Peter's voice, in her joy she did not open the gate but ran in and told that Peter was
standing at the gate. They said to her, "You are mad." But she insisted that it was so. They
said, "It is his angel!" But Peter continued knocking; and when they opened, they saw him



and were amazed. But motioning to them with his hand to be silent, he described to them
how the Lord had brought him out of the prison. And he said, "Tell this to James and to
the brethren." Then he departed and went to another place.

The chains were carefully preserved by the early Christians and have been preserved
from the fourth century in Rome and in Constantinople. Small filings from the chains have
been distributed to holy places throughout the world and are venerated as precious relics

which had healing powers.
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ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Adam Roch, 1/31. May God grant him
a very happy birthday and keep him for many, happy and blessed years!

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
January 26 - Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
February 2 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

February 9 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

February 16 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
February 23 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew ANdreas

MEETINGS
PARISH BOARD - Monday, February 11 @ 6:30 PM

DONATIONS (CREDIT CARDS) ACCEPTED - for those who are interested, we can
accept donations to the Church through credit cards or Paypal on our website. See Mark
Andreas for details.

2025 MAKING PYROHY TENTATIVE SCHEDULE FOR BAZAAR APRIL 5
Saturday, February 8; Saturday, February 22; Saturday, March 8; Saturday, March 29.

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
January 26 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
February 2 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
February 9.- Sandy Cramer

February 16 - Sonya Patronik

February 23 - David and Eve Lazaration

UOL SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY - has been moved to Sunday, February 9%, We are
looking for donations for a bowl of soup. All proceeds going to feed the hungry in
Ukraine. Please support this important event!




TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Friday, January 31 and Saturday, February 1 — Boy Scouts Valentine Pretzels
Sunday, February 2 — Annual Meeting

Sunday, February 9 — Souper Bowl Sunday

Monday, March 3 — Great Fast Begins

Saturday, April 5 — Spring Bazaar

Sunday, April 20 — Resurrection of Our Lord

Sunday, May 11 — Mother’s Day Dinner

Sunday, June 15 — Father’s Day Dinner — Graduation Sunday
Sunday, July 13 — Patronal Feast Day

Saturday, August 2 — UOL Flea Market

CHOCOLATE COVERED PRETZELS — Our Boy Scout Troop, the Peacemakers”, are
sponsoring a Chocolate covered Pretzel sale for Valentine’s Day. There are 5 pretzels per
bag for $5. There are two options: Chocolate only and Chocolate with Peppermint. Orders
are being taken by Mark Andreas. Please help support our Troop.

SCHEDULING FOR THE PARISH - Please remember that all events, work parties,
use of the hall must be cleared through the calendar kept by Father Stephen so that dueling
events can be avoided.
READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
January 26 - Thomas Sulpizi
February 2 - Andrew Duncan
February 9 - John Plachuta
February 16 - Linda Hnatow
February 23 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
March 2 — Jean Roeth
March 9 - Thomas Scholz

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of January 27 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of February 3 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of February 10 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of February 17 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

Week of February 24 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson |
Week of March 3 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly

SICK CALL LIST - Please let Father know if anyone can be removed from the Prayer
for the III list. There are many names that have been on for a long time and may have
recovered, and Father was not notified.




REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan Antony,
Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevsky, Father Vasyl
Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Mark Kozak, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James
Norton, Father Victor Wronsky, Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael
Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic,
Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette
Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon
Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria
Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle,
Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex
Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, Paula Daubert, William
Dewhurst, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria
Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, James
Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci Gray, Charles
Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria Herrschafi, Carla
Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel Holoviak, Jennifer
Huertes, Joette Jago, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl Jones, Linda Josepinson,
Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst, Judith Kocinski,
Lorissa Kozakova, Ron Lazaration, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy
Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan,
Stephen McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa
Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen
Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos,
Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Janilyn
Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Joseph
Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Sharon Reigh,
Christopher Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski,
Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Isaac Schmidt, Joella Seale, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa
Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Fmily Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra
Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph
Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue
Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei,
Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret
Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way,
Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




/ SHARING THE SAME SPIRITUAL QUALITIES \

n January, our Holy Orthodox Church honors two monastic saints who lived
% in different centuries and in different parts of the world. It is fitting to

remember them together on the same day, since they both lived remarkably
similar ascetic lives. PAUL OF THEBES was born in Egypt during the reign of
the Emperor Decius. He and his sister each inherited half of their parents’
property when they died. Paul’s pagan brother-in-law threatened to reveal to the
local authorities that he was a Christian if he did not give him his share of the
family inheritance. Paul did so willingly - not out of fear - but rather out of
conviction for following the monastic way of life. He went out to the desert and
spent the rest of his life living as a hermit. Even the renowned monastic St.
Anthony the Great visited him in the desert and reported back to his fellow
monks at his monastery the spiritual heights that had been reached by Paul.
Paul of Thebes died in 341 AD, having lived over 100 years.

JOHN THE HUT-DWELLER was born into a wealthy family in Constantinople
in the early 5th century. Unimpressed with the riches of the world, he fled from
home at an early age and settled in a monastery, where he stayed for six years.
Tempted by the devil to return home and live a life of luxury, John left the
monastery. Indeed, he went back to his parent’s house, but returned dressed as
a beggar. Not recognizing their son, John’s parents gave the “beggar” permission
to live in a hut on their property. For three years, he spent his time praying for
his parents. When he ultimately became gravely ill, John revealed his identity to
them by showing them a precious Gospel they had given him as a child - his only
earthly possession. This humble saint passed into eternity in 450 AD.
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