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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE — The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry




June 1, 2025
Volume 61: Number 22
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of June 1 - 8, 2025
Celcbrating our 98" year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, June 1 — Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council — Tone 6
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Hours
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour

Wednesday, June 4
7:00 PM — Bible Study

Friday, June 6
7:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
Panakhyda: +Rt. Rev. Frank Estocin (15 Yrs)

Memorial Saturday, June 7
9:00 AM — Divine Liturgy — Remembering the Departed

Sunday, June 8 — Pentecost — Tone 7
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Hours
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful

Coffee Hour
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SCRIPTURE READINGS

Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: Acts of
the Apostles 20:16-18, 28-36; John 17:1-13
Monday — Acts of the Apostles 21:8-14; John 14:27-15:7
Tuesday — Acts of the Apostles 21:26-32; John 16:2-13
Wednesday — Acts of the Apostles 23:1-11; John 16:15-23
Thursday — Acts of the Apostles 25:13-19; John 16:23-33
Friday — Acts of the Apostles 27:1-44; John 17:18-26
Memorial Saturday — acts of the Apostles 28:1-31; John 21:15-25
Pentecost — matins: John 20:19-23; Liturgy: Acts of the Apostles 2:1-11; John
7:37-52, 8:12
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Patriarchal and Synodal Encyclical Issued on the Occasion of the 1700th Anniversary of
the First Ecumenical Council in Nicaea

+BARTHOLOMEW
By God’s Mercy, Archbishop of Constantinople-New Rome and Ecumenical Patriarch

To the Plenitude of the Church: May God’s Grace and Peace be with you!

We offer a hymn of thanks to the almighty, all-seeing, and benevolent God in Trinity,
who vouchsafed that His people reach the 1700th anniversary of the First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea, which bore spiritual wiiness to the authentic faith in divine Word born
without beginning and truly consubstantial with the Father, “who for us and for our
salvation descended, was incarnate and became human, suffered and arose on the third
day, and ascended to the heavens, who will come again to judge the living and the dead.”

The Council of Nicaea constitutes an expression of the synodal nature of the Church,
the culmination of its “earliest conciliarity,” which is inseparably linked to the eucharistic
realization of church life as well as of the practice of assembling together for decisions
“with one accord” (Acts 2:1) on current matters. The Council in Nicaea also signifies the
emergence of a new conciliar structure, namely of Ecumenical Councils that would prove
definitive for the development of church affairs. It is noteworthy that an Ecumenical
Council does not comprise a “permanent institution” in the life of the Church, but an
“extraordinary event” in response to a specific threat to the faith, aiming at restoring the
ruptured unity and eucharistic communion.

That the Council of Nicaea was convened by the Emperor, that Constantine the Great
attended its deliberations and embraced its decisions with the status of imperial law, does
not render it “an imperial synod.”[1] It was an unquestionably “ecclesiastical event”
whereby the Church, guided by the Holy Spirit, decided about its internal affairs, while
the Emperor implemented the principle “Render unto Caesar the things that belong to
Caesar and to God the things that belong to God” (Mt. 22:21).

In the face of the Arian heresy, the Church, in council, formulated the essence of its
faith, which is experienced uninterruptedly. The pre-eternal Son and Word of God,
“consubstantial to the Father . . . true God of true God,” through His incarnation, saves
humankind from enslavement to the enemy and opens up to us the way of deification
through grace. “He became human so that we might become divine.”’[2] The Symbol of
Nicaea proclaims the sure conviction that the ongoing heretical deviation constitutes a
denial of the potential for human salvation. In this sense, it is not simply a theoretical
declaration, but a confession of faith, just like all the dogmatic texts of the Church, a
genuine articulation of the living truth within it and through it.




What is of particular theological importance is the fact that the basis of the Sacred
Symbol “We believe . . .” comprises a local baptismal Symbol or group of such Symbols.
As the genuine bearer of the perennial self-conscience of the Church, the Council
recapitulates and reaffirms the Apostolic deposit preserved by the local Churches.
Athanasius the Great mentions that the Synodal Fathers “on matters of faith, do not write
“It seemed to us . . .” but rather “This is what the catholic Church believes; and at once
they confessed what they believe, in order to demonstrate that nothing novel was
discovered in what they wrote, but that their mindset is apostolic, in other words exactly
as the Apostles had taught.”’[3] The conviction of the divinely-instructed Fathers was that
nothing was added to the faith of the Apostles and that the truly ecumenical Symbol of
Nicaea comprises a proclamation of the common tradition of the catholic Church. The
Conciliar Fathers, whom the Orthodox Church worthily honors and hymns as “precise
protectors of the apostolic traditions,” adopted the philosophical term “essence” (and its
derivative “of one essence™) to express the Orthodox faith about the divinity of the Word,
which Arius denied, and along with this denied the entire mystery of the universally
salvific incarnate Divine Economy by becoming embroiled in Hellenistic concepts,
thereby rejecting the “God of our Fathers™ in the name of the “God of the philosophers.”

Another vitally important matter, which the Council of Nicaea was called to resolve for
the sake of enhancing ecclesiastical unity in liturgical practice, was “when and how we
should celebrate the Feast of Pascha.” The 1700th anniversary of the convening of this
Council has brought back the timeliness of the matter of a common celebration of the
Lord’s Resurrection. The Holy Great Church of Christ prays that Christians all over the
world will return, in accordance with the decrees of the Council of Nicaea, to a celebration
of Easter on a common day, as by a blessed coincidence this current year. Such a decision
would serve as evidence and as a symbol of genuine progress in the struggle for our
ecumenical co-sojourn and co-understanding through theological dialogue and the
“dialogue of life,” as a tangible witness of our practical respect for what we have received
from the undivided Church. The achievement of such a goal, in the context of this year’s
anniversary, was the joint vision of the late Pope Francis of Rome and our Modesty. His
passing immediately after all of Christendom celebrated Easter emphasizes our
responsibility to continue in this direction without wavering,

Moreover, the canonical work of the Council of Nicaeca was also significant,
formulating and affirming synodally the perennial canonical conscience of the Church,
establishing the beginning and elevating the status of the metropolitan system, as well as
of the prominent position and expanded responsibility of certain Thrones, out which
gradually emerged the system of the Pentarchy. Inasmuch as the canonical legacy of
Nicaea is a common inheritance for the entire Christian world, this year’s anniversary is
called to function as an invitation to return to the sources, namely to the primeval
canonical regulations of the undivided Church.




The Ecumenical Throne of Constantinople has perennially served as the guarantor of
the decisions of Nicaea. This spirit of the Great Church was also described through the
Patriarchal and Synodal Encyclical on the 1600th anniversary of the Council “as the first
Ecumenical and truly greatest Council of the Church.”[4] The decision to celebrate the
anniversary with “a festive and, indeed, joint, if possible, event of all Orthodox
Autocephalous Churches, in order altogether to manifest the faith and persistence to this
day of our Holy Orthodox Church in the teaching and spirit of that Council, whose
inspired decision on the one hand established and sealed the one faith of the Church, while
on the other also splendidly presenting the unity of the structure of the church through the
presence of delegates from all ends of the world.” Unfortunately, however, this event did
not prove feasible due to exceptional circumstances and the vacancy of the Ecumenical
Throne. On July 19, 1925, the first Sunday after the enthronement of Patriarch Basil 11,
the “delayed commitment™ was fulfilled with the celebration of “a special Patriarchal and
Synodal Liturgy” in the venerable Patriarchal Church. What is of particular
ecclesiological importance is that the Encyclical underlines the value of adopting the
obligation of the Church of Constantinople—"“as more directly associated with and
responsible for the feast”—to celebrate this anniversary “which is immense for all of
Christendom . . .”

The Council of Nicaea constitutes a milestone in the formation of the doctrinal identity
and canonical structure of the Church. It remained the model for handling problems of
faith and canonical order on an ecumenical level. The 1700th anniversary since its
convening reminds Christianity of the traditions of the ancient Church, the value of
mutual struggle against misconceptions of the Christian faith, and the mission of the
faithful to coniribute to the multiplication of the “good fruits” of the life in Christ,
according to Christ, and directed toward Christ in the world.

Today, we are called to highlight the enduring message of the First Ecumenical
Council in Nicaea, the soteriological dimensions and anthropological implications of the
term “homo-ousios,” the inseparable link between Christology and anthropology in an age
of anthropological confusion and intense efforts to emphasize the “meta-human” as an
open horizon and self-divinizing perspective of human evolution, with the contribution of
science and technology. The principle of “divine-human reality” comprises the answer to
the impasse of the contemporary vision of a “man-god.” Therefore, reference to the “spirit
of Nicaea” presents an invitation for us to turn to the essential aspects of our faith, the
nucleus of which is the salvation of humankind in Christ.

Our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, is the full and perfect revelation of the truth about
God and man. “Whoever has seen me has seen my father” (Jn 14:9). The incarnate Word
of God demonstrated “first and alone,” as St. Nicholas Cabasilas writes, “the true and
perfect human being, exemplary in conduct, in the way of life, and in every other
respect.”’[5] This Truth is represented in the world by the One, Holy, Catholic, and
Apostolic Church; it is the same Truth that nurtures her, the same Truth that she ministers




to. The Church bears the robe of Truth, “woven by theology from above,” always rightly
expounding and glorifying “the great mystery of piety,” evangelizing the word of faith,
hope, and love, while anticipating the “endless day that knows no evening and no
succession,”[6] the coming kingdom of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.

The task of theology is to reveal the soteriological dimension of doctrine and its
interpretation in existential terms, which, along with participation in the ecclesiastical
event, demands sensitivity and genuine interest for the human being and the adventure of
its freedom. In this sense, the proclamation of our faith in the incarnate divine Word must
be accompanied by our tangible response to His saving word: “This is my commandment
to you, that you love one another as I have loved you” (Jn 15:12).

In memory, then, of the ineffable gifts that He made and makes in the world, we
unceasingly glorify the most-holy and most-splendid name of the Lord of all and God of
love, through whom we have known the Father and through whom the Holy Spirit came
into the world. Amen!

On June 1st, in the year of the Lord 2025.

[1] Metropolitan John of Pergamon, Works, Vol. 1: Ecclesiological Studies (Athens:
Domos Books, 2016), 675-6.
[2] Athanasius the Great, On the Divine Incarnation, PG 25.192.
[3] Athanasius the Great, Letter on the Councils of Ariminum in Italy and Seleucia in
Isauria, PG 26.688.
[4] Synodal Minutes, Codex I, 94 (August 10, 1925), 102-3.
[5] Nicholas Cabasilas, On the Life in Christ, PG 150.680.
[6] Basil the Great, On the Hexaemeron, PG 29,52.
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318 Fathers of Nicea
The 318 fathers of the First Ecumenical Council have a
special place in the heart of the Christian Church. These
THEHIN & AMRER-  great bishops and theologians of the Orthodox East were
: called by the great emperor, Constantine, to gather in the
city of Nicea fo setile certain problems that faced the
growing Christian Church.

% Because of certain false teachings, there was a critical
need to define and set down in precise language the Faith
of the Orthodox Church. After months of discussion and
debate, this matier was indeed resolved in a remarkable
way. The venerable Nicene Creed was the result of this
@ council and to this day, unchanged, it stands as the sole




great statement of Faith for Orthodoxy. (lts articles were completed at the Second
Ecumenical Council at Constantinople).

There was also a need to set down in good form a number of matters that dealt
with the practice of the Orthodox Church. There was, for instance, the date for the
celebration of Pascha, the Resurrection of the Lord. And the Fathers did set down
definite guidelines and principles for the computation of this date — canons still
adhered to by the Orthodox Catholic Church but largely disregarded by the rest of
Christendom. Some twenty canons were passed dealing with disciplinary matters
within the Church.

But the great victory of the 318 Fathers was over the Arian heresy which infected
the Church. The dispute involved the Person of Jesus Christ. Finally, the Creed
itself reflected the Orthodox victory: “l believe ...in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son
of God, the only-begotten of the Father, begotten not made, being one
(consubstantial, or of one essence) with the Father through Whom all things were
made...”

The great and the small took part in the deliberations of this historical council.
There was the majestic figure of the Emperor himself, St. Constantine, so
instrumental in the success of this meeting. There was Hosius of Cordova;
Marcelius, Bishop of Ancyra; and most important of all, Archdeacon Athanasius of
Alexandria, attending with his bishop, Alexander. When all was said and done, it
was Athanasius who stood as the majestic theological figure of Nicea, and it is no
wonder that in three months time, at the death of Alexander, it was Athanasius the
Great who assumed the Episcopal throne. For nearly fifty years he held the see
and fought against the tides of heresy in the Orthodox Church.

And so it is that each year on the Sunday before the feast of Pentecost, the
Church turns its attention to the Fathers of the first council and honors their
sacred memory. The Synaxarion says: “Since the Church regards those divine
Fathers as preachers of the Faith next to the divinely-speaking Apostles, and
confesses the same, it decreed that their memory be celebrated each year on this
Sunday, for the glorification of God and His praise, and to honor and praise those
Fathers for the establishment of the Orthodox Faith.”

One of the Verses of this day speaks of the doctrinal difficulties of the times and
of the victory over Arius: “When You were asked, O Savior, who rent Your
garment, You replied that it was Arius, who divided the headship of the Trinity,
united in honor, into parts. For it was this same one who denied that You are One




of the Most Holy Trinity. He it was who taught the fransgressing Nestorius not fo
say that the Virgin is the Theofokos (Birth-giver of God). But the Nicene Council
warned openly that You are the Son of God, equal in the throne to the Father, and
to the Spirit also.”

What an inspiring scene it must have been to see this awesome assembly of
Bishops and theologians of the Churchl Many still bore the marks of persecution
and suffering for Christ on their bodies. And they came from far and near to
witness to the Orthodox Faith entrusted to them. It behooves us fo join in honoring
the memory of the 318 Fathers.
EX T PRI T I TR AT AT s
ANNOUNCEMNETS

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to the following: Mila Beaudean, 6/1;
Daniel Nazarenko, 6/1; Alexander Smith, 6/1; Timothy Feleshchuk, 6/2; Mary Duffy, 6/5;
Miriam Krauthavser, 6/5 & Linda Hnatow, 6/5. May God grant them a very happy
birthday and keep them for many, happy and blessed years!

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
June 1 - Sonya Patronik

June 8 - David and Eve Lazaration
June 15 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
June 22 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
June 29 - Sandy Cramer

MEETINGS - PARISH BOARD — Tuesday, June 10 @ 6:30 PM

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if youn cannot make a given week)
June 1 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

June 8 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

June 15 - Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

June 22 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

June 29 - Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

July 6 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas

PYROHY SCHEDULE - Sat., June 21; Sat., July 26; Sat., August 16




TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Saturday, June 7 — Hall Rental

Sunday, June 15 — Father’s Day Dinner — Graduation Sunday
Sunday, July 13 — Patronal Feast Day

Saturday, August 2 — UOL Flea Market

Saturday, August 23 — Boy Scout Car Wash at the Church (TTBA)
Saturday, September 6 — Wine Tasting

October 16-19 — 24" Regular Sobor of the UOC of USA

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
June 1 - Jean Roeth
June 8 - Thomas Scholz
June 15 — John Plachuta
June 22 - Andrew Duncan
June 29 - Thomas Sulpizi
July 6 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
July 13 - Linda Hnatow

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of June 2 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of June 9 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of June 16 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of June 23 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of June 30 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of July 7 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus
Week of July 14 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

GRADUATE SUNDAY - will be on Sunday, June 15® (Father’s Day). Please give to
Father Stephen the biography of your Graduate from Kindergarten, High School or
College/University by Sunday, June 8", Please include where they are graduating from
and where they will be attending afterwards. Thanks.




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Mark Kozak, Father Andrew Molewski, Father
Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura
Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo,
Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel
Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley,
Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz,
Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Jennie Cramer, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski,
Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary
Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary
Farell, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci
Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria
Herrschaft, Carla Hiichings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel
Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Joette Jago, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl Jones,
Linda Josepinson, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst,
Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Ron Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Charles
Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick
McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann
Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth
Moran, Barry Morris, Elsic Moroz, Karen Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Sienna
Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne
Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz,
Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak,
Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Patricia Redden.\Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Arlene
Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk,
Richard Scharba, Isaac Schmidt, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets,
Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford,
Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn
Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora
Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria
Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn
Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura
Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook



( AN “ICON” IS WORTH A THOUSAND WORDS \

ust like a picture, an icon can capture the essence of a moment with greater
J clarity than the written word. It can teach a story instantly. Today we turn

our attention to the icon of the FEAST DAY OF THE ASCENSION. If we
look at the Book of Acts 1:1-12, we see that the iconic depiction of the holy day
carefully follows this scriptural account. The main focus of the icon is Christ
Himself, Who was taken up into heaven as His Apostles watched. He is shown in
such a way that it is impossible to determine whether He is LEAVING the earth or
RETURNING to it. Angels appeared soon after He ascended, saying: “Men of
Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus Who was taken
up from you into heaven will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into
heaven.” (Acts 1:11)

The Mother of God is also shown prominently in the Ascension icon. Church
Tradition tells us that she was present for this joyous event, as well as for the Feast
Day of Pentecost. While the Apostles seem to be perplexed by what they have just
witnessed, the Theotokos wears an expression of peace on her face, fully
comprehending the deep mysteries of her Son’s Birth, Death, Resurrection and
Ascension. Unlike the Apostles, she is not looking upward into the sky, but rather
towards us in prayerful serenity. Note also that the Apostles are depicted without
halos, a further symbol of their continued lack of understanding of the moment.

The icon of the Ascension certainly expresses the concept of Christ reigning over
His Church. We, His followers, must embark on His Command to “go and teach
all nations.”
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