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A MEETING AT THE WELL




Saints Peter and Paul Ukrainian Orthodox Church Bulletin
1406 Philadelphia Pike
Wilmington, DE 19809
www.sspeterandpauluoc.org
www.orthodoxdelaware.org

“THE SANERTTH WAk

Father Stephen Hutnick
(302) 798-4455
E-mail: otche@aol.com

HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS - Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be
attended prior to the Wedding.

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS — For the Needs of the Parish; 2! Youth Ministry




May 18, 2025
Volume 61: Number 20
Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of May 18 - 25, 2025
Celebrating our 98" year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, May 18 - Sunday of the Samaritan Woman — Great Martyr Irene ~ Tone 3
8:30 AM - Confessions
9:15 AM — Hours
9:30 AM - Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +David Duncan — Family
Panakhyda: +Michael Wardigo - Family
Coffee Hour
2:00 PM - Boy Scout Court of Honor

Tuesday, May 20
7:00 AM - Divine Liturgy

Wednesday, May 21
7:00 PM - Divine Liturgy (St. Herman OCA — Glen Mills, PA Icon of OQur Lady of Iveron

Saturday, May 24
10:00 AM - Divine Liturgy (Ioly Trinity — Whaleyville, MD)

Sunday, May 25 — Sunday of the Man Born Blind — Tone 5
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:15 AM — Hours
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Sunday Samaritan Woman - Venerable Job of Pochaiv Matins: John 20:1-10; Liturgy:
Acts of the Apostles 12:12-17; John 8:42-51
Monday — Acts of the Apostles 12:12-17; John 8:42-51
Tuesday — Apparition of the Cross — Acts of the Apostles 12:25-13:12; John 8:51-59;
Cross 1 Corinthians 1:18-24; John 19:6-11, 13-20, 25-28, 30-35
Wednesday — Holy Apostle and Evangelist John: Matins: John 21:15-25; Liturgy: 1 John
1:1-7; John 19:25-27, 21:24-25 Day: Acts of the Apostles 13:1324; John 6:5-14
Thursday — Translation of the Relics of St. Nicholas — Matins: John 10:1-9; Hebrews
13:17-21; Luke 6:17-23; Day: Acts of the Apostles 14:20-27; John 9:39-10:9
Friday — Apostle Simon the Zealot — Matins: John 21:15-25; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 4:9-
16; Matthew 13:54-58; Day: Acts of the Apostles 15:5-34; John 10:17-28
Saturday — Sts. Cyril and Methodius — Matins: John 10:9-16; Liturgy: Hebrews 7:26-8:2;
Matthew 5:14-19; Day: Acts of the Apostles 15:35-41; John 10:27-38
Sunday of the Man Born Blind — Matins; John 20:11-18; Liturgy: Acts of the Apostles
16:16-34; John 9:1-38
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MAKE IT PERSONAL.:

The Samaritan Woman John 4:5-42
The Lord Jesus demonstrated often that He thinks of us not
as crowds and masses but as persons and individuais. He
loves us as if there were only one of us in the universe. And
as far as He is concerned there is only one of us because
each one of us is unique. In this vast universe there is no one
exactly like us. The very hairs of our head are numbered and
known to God. He knows each one of us personally. He calls
us by name. He is concerned about each and every one of
our needs. If Christ's ministry among us had any purpose, it
was to demonstratie God's personal love for people. Jesus made God's love
personal:

< To friendless Zacchaeus alone up a tree
To the blind beggar lying by the roadside crying for help.
To the woman who touched the hem of his robe seeking healing.
To the adulteress who was about fo be stoned for her sin.
To the father who came pleading in behalf of his sick daughter.
To the thief who was crucified next to Him.
++ And to the Samaritan woman whom He met by the well.

His hours were full, yet He was never too busy to spend time with individuals to
show them that God cared personally for each one of them. How personal was
the love of Jesus for the Samaritan woman and for all who came into contact with
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Him. May we throw up one arm each day in prayer to receive the love of Christ
and then throw the other arm out horizontally to aim this love that we receive from
Jesus to the people, we meet every day, beginning with the members of our own
family. | cannot but revolutionize our lives and the world.
ksl e e e e e e e e e e s e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e de ke ke dedeiede e e dede dede e
Great Martyr Irene

" Commemorated on May 5 (18)
=" The holy Great Martyr Irene was born in the city of Magedon in
" Persia during the fourth century, She was the daughter of the
. ' pagan king Licinius, and her parents named her Penelope

" Penelope was very beautiful, and her father kept her isolated in a
! high tower from the time she was six so that she would not be
! exposed to Christianity. He also placed thirteen young maidens in
the tower with her. An old tutor by the name of Apellian was
assigned to give her the best possible education. Apellian was a
Christian, and during her lessons, he told the girl about Christ the Savior and taught her
the Christian Faith and the Christian virtues.

When Penelope reached adolescence, her parents began to think about her marriage. One
day, a dove flew through the window carrying an olive branch in its beak, depositing it
upon a table. Then an eagle swooped in with a wreath of flowers in its beak, and also
placed it upon the table. Finally, a raven flew in carrying a snake, which it dropped on the
table, Penelope was puzzled by these events and wondered what they meant.

Apellian explained that the dove signified her education, and the olive branch stood for
the grace of God which is received in Baptism. The eagle with the wreath of flowers
represented success in her future life. The raven and the snake foretold her future suffering
and SOITOW.

At the end of the conversation Apellianus said that the Lord wished to betroth her to
Himself and that Penelope would undergo much suffering for her heavenly Bridegroom.
After this Penelope refused marriage, was baptized by the priest Timothy, and she was
named Irene (peace). She even urged her own parents to become Christians. Shortly after
this, she destroyed all her father's idols.

Since St [rene had dedicated herself to Christ, she refused to marry any of the suitors her
father had chosen for her. When Licinius learned that his daughter refused to worship the
pagan gods, he was furious. He attempted to turn her from Christ by having her tortured.
She was tied up and thrown beneath the hooves of wild horses so that they might trample
her to death, but the horses remained motionless. Instead of harming the saint, one of the




horses charged Licinius, seized his right hand and tore it from his arm. Then it knocked
Licinius down and began to trample him. They untied the holy virgin, and through her
prayers Licinius rose unharmed in the presence of eycwitnesses with his hand intact.

Seeing such a miracle, Licinius and his wife, and many of the people, (about 3000 men)
believed in Christ and turned from the pagan gods. Resigning his administrative duties,
Licinius devoted himself to the service of the Lord Jesus Christ. St Irene lived in the house
of her teacher Apellian, and she began to preach Christ among the pagans, converting
them to the path of salvation.

When Sedecius, the new prefect of the city, heard of this miracle he summoned Apellian
and questioned him about Irene's manner of life. Apellian replied that Irene, like other
Christians, lived in strict temperance, devoting herself to constant prayer and reading holy
books. Sedecius summmoned the saint to him and urged her to stop preaching about Christ.
He also attempted to force her to sacrifice to the idols. St Irene staunchly confessed her
faith before the prefect, not fearing his wrath, and prepared to undergo suffering for
Christ. By order of Sedecius she was thrown into a pit filled with vipers and serpents. The
saint spent ten days in the pit and remained unharmed, for an angel of the Lord protected
her and brought her food. Sedecius ascribed this miracle to sorcery, and he subjected St
Irene to many other tortures, but she remained unharmed. Under the influence of her
preaching and miracles even more people were converted to Christ, and turned away from
the worship of inanimate idols.

Sedecius was deposed by his son Savorus, who persecuted Christians with an even greater
zeal than his father had done. St Irene went to her home town of Magedon in Persia to
meet Savorus and his army, and ask him to end the persecution. When he refused, St Irene
prayed and his entire army was blinded. She prayed again and they received their sight
once more. In spite of this, Savorus refused to recognize the power of God. Because of his
insolence, he was struck and killed by a bolt of lightning.

After this, St Irene walked into the city and performed many miracles. She returned to the
tower built by her father, accompanied by the priest Timothy. Through her teaching, she
converted five thousand people to Christ.

Next, the saint went to the city of Callinicus, or Callinicum (possibly on the Euphrates
River in Syria). The ruler of that place was King Numerian, the son of Sebastian. When
she began to teach about Christ, she was arrested and tortured by the pagan authorities.
She was placed into three bronze oxen which were heated by fire. She was transferred
from one to another, but miraculously she remained uninjured. Thousands of idolaters
embraced Christianity as a result of this wondrous event.




Sensing the approach of death, Numerian instructed his eparch Babdonus to continue
torturing the saint in order to force her to sacrifice to idols. Once again, the tortures were
ineffective, and many people turned to Christ.

Christ's holy martyr then traveled to the city of Constantina, forty miles northeast of
Edessa. By 330, the Persian king Sapor II (309-379) had heard of St Irene's great miracles.
To prevent her from winning more people to Christ, she was arrested, beheaded, and then
buried. However, God sent an angel fo raise her up again, and she went into the city of
Mesembria. After seeing her alive and hearing her preach, the local king was baptized
with many of his subjects.

Wishing to convert even more pagans to Christianity, St Irene went to Ephesus, where she
taught the people and performed many miracles. The Lord revealed to her that the end of
her life was approaching. Then St Irene left the city accompanied by six people, including
her former teacher Apellian. On the outskirts of the town, she found a new tomb in which
no one had ever been buried. After making the Sign of the Cross, she went inside,
directing her companions to close the entrance to the cave with a large stone, which they
did. When Christians visited the cave four days later, they did not find the body of the
saint.

Apellian returned after only two days, and found the stone rolled away and the tomb
empty. Thus did God glorify St Irene, who loved Him and devoted her life to serving Him.
Although many of these miracles may seem improbable to those who are skeptical,
nothing is impossible with God.

St Irene led thousands of people to Christ through her preaching, and by her example. The
Church continues to honor her memory and to seek her heavenly intercession.

The holy, glorious Great Martyr Irene is invoked by those wishing to effect a swift and
happy marriage. In Greece, she is also the patron saint of policemen. St Irene is also one
of the twelve Virgin Martyrs who appeared to St Seraphim of Sarov (January 2) and the
Diveyevo nun Eupraxia on the Feast of the Annunciation in 1831. By her holy prayers,
may the Lord have mercy upon us and save us.

Troparion - Tone 4 Your lamb Irene, O Jesus, * Calls out to You in a loud voice: * I love
You, O my bridegroom, * And in seeking You, I endure suffering. * In Baptism I was
crucified so that I might reign in You, * And died so that I might live with You. * Accept
me as a pure sacrifice, * For I have offered myself in love. * By her prayers save our
souls, since You are merciful.



Kontakion - Tone 3 - O pure Irene, you adorned yourself with the splendors of virginity,
* So you became all-beautiful in your struggle: * You were dyed with the blood you shed
for Christ * And so became all-pleasing to God. * Therefore you received the prize of
glory from your creator.

The Samaritan Woman . .. Saint Photini (Svetlana)

Today, on this the fourth Sunday following the Feasts of Feasts, the Pascha of the
Orthodox Church, we read a lesson from the Gospel of John that details Christ's dealings
with the Samaritan Woman. It was on account of this interaction that the Samaritans
became the first people to recognize Jesus as Savior of the world. And, it is on account of
this interaction that we first realize that the Gospel of Christ is for all people!
According to an early tradition, after the Resurrection of Christ [the Samaritan Woman]
was baptized and given the Christian name Photini, (Svetlana) ‘the enlighten one." Along
with her two sons and five daughters she went to Carthage to spread the gospel. There
they were arrested, taken to Rome under Nero, imprisoned, and later martyred. According
to tradition, Saint Photini, who first met Christ beside a well, was martyred for Christ by
being thrown into a well. The Church commemorates her on March 20 (April 2).

For most of the faithful, Saint Photini is remembered on her feast day, yet some stewards
of the Church call her to mind on a daily basis as they "enlighten" others with the Gospel
of Christ. These stewards realize that the Gospel of Christ is for all people! These
stewards, the missionaries, travel to the four corners of the earth, spreading the Word and
assisting the faithful in the establishment of their Orthodox communities.

Daily Reflections: The Samaritan Woman

Today's reading is rich in meaning; one way of understanding it is as a demonstration of
the truth of a verse that we read yesterday: 'God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but that the world might be saved through him" (3:17). The Samaritan
woman would have been a good candidate for condemnation, if Jesus had wanted to go
around condemning people. Being a Samaritan, she was a heretic. She had been divorced
five times and was now living with a man. She might have been lazy as well: noon is a
little late to be getting the day's water (verses 6-7). Jesus could certainly have found plenty
to berate her about.

Instead Jesus struck up a friendly conversation with her, and offered to give her
something. She was thirsty for ordinary water; Jesus told her about a source of water
welling up to eternal life. He was that source, and he took the initiative to enter into her
life. Jesus neither approved of her multiple partners nor thought that Samaritan beliefs
were just as valid as Jewish beliefs. This woman had done nothing to merit what Jesus



offered her. But he offered it anyway, and offered it before pointing out her sins and
mistakes,

Jesus treats us the same. There are things in our lives that he wants changed, but his first
word to us is an offer of eternal life. He wants to satisfy our thirst with a spring that will
never ran dry. Picture yourself coming to this well and meeting Jesus. What words would
he speak to you? What invitation would he make you?

ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to the following: Alexander Beaudean,
5/18; Nicholas Beaudean, 5/18; Sarah Hutnick, 5/19 & Dee Dee Allan, 5/24, May God
grant them a very happy birthday and keep them for many, happy and blessed years!

MOTHER”S DAY DINNER - I would like to thank all the men who helped make last
Sunday’s Mother’s Day Dinner such a great success. The meal was absolutely delicious!
Thanks for all the help!!!

MOTHER”S DAY TELETHON -1 would like to thank first of all our Parish Sisterhood
for fronting the money to pay for the roofing repairs that were necessary. With these
repairs to the roof, the refinishing of the Sanctuary and the Church can soon be started. 1
would like to thank al of our Parishioners who participated in the Telethon to make up the
amount of money spent. Through your generosity, a total of $20,240 was realized. May
God reward your kindness a hundredfold!

FEEDING THE HOMELESS — I would like to thank the following for coming out and
cooking the meals for those less fortunate: Linda Hnatow, Chairperson, Laura Andreas,
Neil Belles, Dustin Camac, Kathy Chalfont, Pani Elizabeth Hutnick, Elizabeth Kaliakin,
Patricia Kozak, Christo Kyprianou, John Plachuta and Thomas Sulpizi. May God reward
your kindness a hundredfold!

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
May 18 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
May 25 - Sandy Cramer

June 1 - Sonya Patronik

June 8 - David and Eve Lazaration
June 15 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur

MEETINGS - PARISH BOARD -~ Tuesday, June 10 @ 6:30 PM

PYROHY SCHEDULE - Sat., June 21; Sat., July 26; Sat., August 16



ICON OF OUR LADY OF IVERON FROM HAWAII - Will be coming to St.
Herman of Alaska Parish on Wednesday, May 21 with a 7:00 PM Divine Liturgy. Father
John Perich invites all to attend. Dinner afterwards.

MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
May 18 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik

May 25 — John Plachuta and I.inda Hnatow

June 1 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

June 8 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

June 15 - Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin

June 22 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta

TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

Sunday, May 18 — Boy Scout Court of Honor (2PM)

Saturday, June 7 — Hall Rental

Sunday, June 15 — Father’s Day Dinner — Graduation Sunday
Sunday, July 13 — Patronal Feast Day

Saturday, August 2 — UOL Flea Market

Saturday, August 23 — Boy Scout Car Wash at the Church (TTBA)
Saturday, September 6 ~ Wine Tasting

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
May 18 — Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
May 25 - Linda Hnatow
June 1 - Jean Roeth
June 8 - Thomas Scholz
June 15 — John Plachuta
June 22 - Andrew Duncan
June 29 - Thomas Sulpizi

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE
Week of May 19 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus
Week of May 26 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of June 2 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of June 9 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of June 16 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of June 23 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of June 30 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi




GRADUATE SUNDAY - will be on Sunday, June 15" (Father’s Day). Please give to
Father Stephen the biography of your Graduate from Kindergarten, High School or
College/University by Sunday, June 8", Please include where they are graduating from
and where they will be attending afterwards. Thanks.

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILIL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Mark Kozak, Father Andrew Molewski, Father
Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka Laura
Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Pani Matka Annette Zaparyniuk, Randy Allen, Carolyn Angelo,
Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel
Bemhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley,
Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz,
Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki,
David Dalldorf, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria
Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, James
Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci Gray, Charles
Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria Herrschafi, Carla
Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel Holoviak, Jennifer
Huertes, Joette Jago, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl Jones, Linda Josepinson,
Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst, Judith Kocinski,
Lorissa Kozakova, Ron Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla
Lysenko, Jeremy Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred
McKirachan, Stephen McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle
Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie
Moroz, Karen Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter,
Anastasios Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips,
Joseph Pierson, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Daphne Pantelopulos, George
Pantelopulos, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse,
Patricia Redden\Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland,
Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac
Schmidt, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily
Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman,
Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael
Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas,
Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble,
Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska,
James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler &
James Zook



COMMITTED TO THE SPREAD OF CHRISTIANITY

ey points about the early Church are brought out in today’s
K reading from the Book of Acts (Acts 11:19-30). We must note that

there has been a definitive shift in how Christ’s followers are
perceived by those who are not attracted to their teachings: they are
viewed as a threat that needed to be dealt with swiftly. With the
stoning of Stephen, a terrible period of persecution was launched
against the Christians. Despite meeting violent opposition from the
Jewish religious leaders, the Church continued to grow.

In today’s reading, we also see just how committed the first
Christians were to helping one another in time of need. A great famine
struck the ancient world, beginning in Judea and later spreading to
Greece and Italy. It was to last nearly seven years, bringing with it
much hardship. In an organized manner, the church responds to this
crisis by sending relief to those affected by the famine in Judea, “each
according to his ability.” Their donations were taken there by Barmabas
and Paul, who would later do extensive missionary work together.

An important fact is also mentioned in today’s reading: ‘THE
DISCIPLES WERE FIRST CALLED CHRISTIANS IN ANTIOCH.” This
was not originally a positive term. Non-believers ridiculed the disciples
by referring to them in this manner. Far from taking offense at this
word, it was embraced by the disciples as the greatest of honors to be
called something that was directly related to their Master.
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