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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be

BULLETIN DEADLINE — The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry
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Week of October 26 — November 2, 2025
Celebrating our 98" year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, October 26 — 20% Sunday — Tone 3 Commemoration Fathers Seventh Ecumenical
Council !
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful

+Panakhyda: +Tammy White — M/M Thomas Diehl

Coffee Hour

Monday, October 27
10:00 AM - Frying Sauerkraut

Tuesday, October 28 — Transfer Relics of St. Stephen
7:00 AM — Divine Liturgy
10:00 AM — Making Holubtsi

Wednesday, October 29
10:00 AM - Frying Cabbage

Thursday, October 30
10:00 — Cutting Veggies

Friday, October 31

8:00 AM — Making Soups

Set up of the Hall

12:00 Noon — 5:00 PM — Bake Table Donations

Saturday , November 1
8:00 AM -Set up
10:00 AM — 3:00 PM - FALL BAZAAR

Sunday, November 2 — 21% Sunday — Tone 4

8:30 AM — Confessions

9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion

9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Panakhyda: +Helen Lahuta (9 Yrs) — Sonia Patronik
Coffee Hour



SCRIPTURE READINGS
20" Sunday — Matins: John 20:19-31; Galatians 1:11-19; Luke 8:5-15; Fathers: Hebrews
13: 7-16; John 17:1-13
Monday - Phillipians 4:10-23; Luke 9: 18-22
Tuesday — Colossians 1:1-2, 7-11; Luke 9:23-27
Wednesday — Colossians 1:18-23; Luke 9:44-50
Thursday — Colossians 1:24-30; Luke 9:49-56
Friday — Holy Apostle Luke: Matins: John 21:15-25; Colossians 4:5-9, 14, 18; Luke
10:16-21; Day: Colossians 2:1-7; Luke 10:1-15
Saturday — 2 Corinthians 3:12-18; Luke 7:2-10
21% Sunday — Matins: John 21:1-14; Liturgy: Galatians 2:16-20; Luke 16:19-31
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“MAY THE GLORY OF THE LORD ENDURE FOREVER”
Several years ago, a compelling public service announcement on television
touched our nation and brought to light a problem that had largely been ignored
by all of us. The segmeni showed a Native American riding along a stream
somewhere in the Southwestern United States. lts natural beauty had been
marred and desecrated by litter and pollution. The camera focused on the
warrior's aged face, graphically highlighting a tear streaming down his cheek. The
message was clear: mankind was destroying the wonderful world handed down io
us by our Creator.

The first chapter of the Book of Genesis details the work of God’s hands. Psalm
104 further elaborates on this theme, praising our heavenly Father for the
mountains, valleys, streams, oceans and trees which He has given us for our
pleasure and enjoyment. Sadly, we have been poor stewards of the natural
“treasures” with which we have been entrusted.

As Orthodox Christians, it is essential that we understand that neglecting our
environment is not only careless and foolish, IT IS SINFUL as well! If we treat
God’s world with disdain, what does this say about the depth of our love for Him?
If we show no concern for preserving His magnificent world, do we really expect
God to allow us to share in the indescribable splendor of his eternal Kingdom?

“GOD SAW THAT IT WAS GOOD” (Genesis 1:10). Let us dedicate our lives to
making the Earth a place where God’s words can, one day, ring true again!
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Bran Muffins
An 85-year-old couple, after being married for almost 60 years, died in a car

crash. They had been in good health the last ten years, mainly due to her interest .

in health food and exercising.

When they reached the Pearly Gates, St. Peter took them to their mansion, whlch
was decked out with a beautiful kitchen, master bath suite and a Jacuzzi.

As they looked around, the old man asked St. Peter how much all this was going
to cost. "If's free," St. Peter replied, "this is Heaven."

Next, they went out in the back yard to survey the championship-style golf course
that the home was located. They would have golfing privileges everyday and each
week, the course changed to a new one representing the great golf courses on
earth. The old man asked, "What are the green fees?" St. Peter replied, "This is
heaven, you play for free.”

Next, they went to the club house and saw the lavish buffet lunch with the
cuisines of the World laid out. "How much to eat?" asked the old man. "Don't you
understand yet? This is heaven, it is free!" Sit. Peter replied, with some
exasperation.

"Well, where are the low fat and low cholesterol tables?" the old man asked
timidly. St. Peter lectured, "That's the best part - you can eat as much as you like
of whatever you like and you never get fat and you never get sick. This is
Heaven."

With that, the old man went into a fit of anger, throwing down his hat and
stomping on it, and screaming wildly. St. Peter and his wife both tried to calm him
down, asking him what was wrong. The old man looked at his wife and said, "This
is all your fault! If it weren't for your blasted bran muffins, | could have been here
ten years ago!"
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AN ELUSIVE VIRTUE

We are reminded frequently by our Lord the importance of humility which, for us,
is a rather elusive virtue. “Learn of Me,” Jesus said, “for | am meek and humble of
heart”. Why is it prized so highly by God? Because humility is truth. It is nothing
more than knowing and acknowledging our place before God. Saint Paul reminds
us, “Who makes you, my friend, so important? What do you possess that was not
given? If then you received it all as a gift, why take the credit yourseif’ (1
Corinthians 4:7).

True humility knows the proper relationship between oneself and God. Humility
cannot be a lie, it must be true. God resists the proud. To the humble He gives an
abundance of graces. Saint Peter stresses the importance of humility with the
following advice: “Indeed, all of you should wrap yourselves in the garment of
humiiity towards each other because God sets His face against the arrogant but
favors the humble. Humble yourselves then under God’s mighty hand and He will
lift you up in due time. Cast all your cares on Him, for you are His charge” (1 Peter
5:5).

Jesus is our model and standard. He is perfection itself, yet He is humble enough
to relate to and identify with fragile, human nature. He is a forgiving God
especially to the humble who seek Him out. Humility lies at the very basis of
Christian character. No true holiness can exist without humility.

e ste sk sfoofeoe sfe e e sk ek sk kol sk sk ek ks sk ok sk ook b ok

PARABLE OF THE SOWER

In this parable, Jesus uses a picture that all of His listeners would recognize. It is
quite likely that He was looking at that time of a sower sowing seed in the field as
He spoke.

The parable speaks of four kinds of ground: 1) the common ground in Palestine
was split info long, narrow strips; between the strips there were paths which were
rights of way; when the seed fell on these path, which were beaten as hard as the
road, it had no chance of getting in. 2) There was the rocky ground. This does not
mean ground that was full of stones but ground which only a thin skin of earth
over a shelf of limestone rock. In such ground there was no moisture or
nourishment, and the growing plant was bound to wither and die. 3) The ground
which was full of thorns was ground which at the moment looked clean enough. It
is possible to make any bit of ground look clean simply by turning it over. But the
seeds of the weeds and the fibrous roots of the wild grasses had been left in it.
The good seed and the weeds grew fogether, but the weeds grew more strongly;




and so the life was choked out of the good seed. 4) The good ground was ground
that was deep and clean and well-prepared.

The parable suggests that the fate of the Word of God depends upon the heart
into which it is sown. 1) The hard path represents the closed mind, the mind which
refuses to take it in. 2) The shallow ground represents those who accept the Word
but who never think it out and never realize its consequences and who therefore
collapse when the train comes. 3) The thorny ground stands for those whose lives
are so busy that the things of God get crowded out. We must ever remember that
the things which crowd out the highest need not necessarily be bad, The worst
enemy of the best os the second best. 4) The good ground stands for the good
heart. The good hearer does three things. First, he listens attentively. Second, he
keeps what he hears in his mind and in his heart and thinks over it until he
discovers its meaning for himself. Third, he acts upon it. He translates what he
has heard into action.

PRAYER POWER
The ways of God are sometimes difficult to understand. For a certain time and for
His own purposes, God has set limits on the exercise of His power to let us play
an important part in unlocking that power. As partners with God in achieving His
will, our prayers do make a difference.

Mysterious indeed are the ways in which God works through prayer. Zechariah
and Elizabeth were childless, having lived with the heartache for many years.
They took this problem straight to God and prayed fervently that God give them a
son. God was attentive to their prayers. When He needed a special man for an
exceptional task, He chose this opportunity to fulfill the prayers of Zechariah and
Elizabeth. They became partners with God in bringing John the Baptist into the
world to prepare the way for the Messiah.

For Jesus, the Son of God, prayer was of the highest priority. When we read the
Gospel, this becomes very apparent. Jesus deliberately left behind pressing
matters to go off to pray. St. Luke tells us, "His (Christ's) reputation continued to
grow, and large crowds would gather to hear Him and have their sicknesses
cured, but He would always go off to some place where He could be alone and
pray" (Luke 5:15-16). He made time for prayer to His Heavenly Father.

There is no doubt that we are a busy and active generation. But we must !
remember that we can always manage to find time to do those things that we
consider important to us. We profess our belief in the importance of prayer but, is




this really so? Is there a discrepancy between what we say and what we do? This
was not the case with Jesus. He not only taught us about prayer; He practiced it.
In fact, before He chose the twelve Apostles, He spent all night in the hills
praying. Jesus wants to teach us and speak to us as well as to instruct not only in
matters of eternal significance but also in other practical matters in order to make
our life worth living.
ANNOUNCEMNETS

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Larissa Serth, 10/26; Laura Andreas,
10/30 & Andrew Boitsov, 11/1. May God grant them a very happy birthday and keep
them for many, happy and blessed years!

TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025
Saturday, November 1 — FALL BAZAAR — 10AM - 3PM
Saturday, November 22 — UOL Retreat: St. Nektarios see announcement

BAZAAR NEWS
PYRORY SCHEDULE - Saturday, November 15
Making the Sauerkraut — Monday, October 27 — 10AM
Making Holubtsi — Tuesday, October 28 10AM
Frying Cabbage and cutting veggies — Wednesday, October 29 - 10AM
Halushki — Thursday, October 30 10AM
Making Soups Friday, October 31 & Set up
Bake Table Donations Friday, October 31- 12 Noon — 5PM
DONATIONS NEEDED FOR THE BAZAAR - Some of the things needed are Diet
Coke and Sprite products, cases of water, paper products and dishwashing detergent.

CALLING ALL BAKERS — we always rely on your tasty treats that you donate to the
Bake Table. Again, we ask for your sweet donations. Any questions call Andrea. (302)
439-4899.

WE NEED YOUR HELP AS THE BAZAAR IS GETTING CLOSER!!!

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
October 26 - David and Eve Lazaration
November 3 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
November 10 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont
November 17 - Sandy Cramer

November 24 - Sonya Patronik




MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
October 26 — Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
November 2 - Matthew Andreas and Victor Kaliakin
November 9 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta
November 16 - Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta
November 23 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
Novembre 30 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
October 26 - Jean Roeth
November 2 - Thomas Scholz
November 9 - John Plachuta
November 16 - Andrew Duncan
November 23 - Thomas Sulpizi
November 30 - Pani Elizabeth Hutnick
December 7 - Linda Hnatow

100th ANNIVRSARY - will be held on Saturday, July 17th with a 10:00 AM -
Hierarchical Divine Liturgy with a Banquet at the Claymont Ballroom. Mark your
calendars! Qur first fund Raiser for the event is the sale of T-shirts ($10) polo shirts ($15)
and sweat shirts ($20) with the Anniversary Logo on them thanks to the art and stitching
work of Michael Kapelus.

MEETINGS
Parish Board — Wednesday, November 12 @ 6:30 PM

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of October 27 - Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irenc Maskaly
November 3 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

November 10 - Mark & Laura Andreas

November 17 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

November 24 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

December I - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

December 8 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson




UOL SPIRITUAL RETREAT - will be held on Saturday, November 22. The topic: The
Life and Spiritual Legacy of St. Nektarios of Aegina. Registration will begin at 9:00
AM with a continental breakfast. A Moleben to St. Nektarios will be served at 10AM
followed by the movie: Man of God. Lunch will be served at 12:00 Noon followed by
“Stump the Priests”. At 1:00 PM a talk about the Spiritual Legacy of St. Nektarios will be
given by the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Milorad Orlic, Pastor of St, Nicholas Serbian
Orthodox Church , Philadelphia, PA and Professor of Scripture and Patristics at St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary, South Bound Brook, NJ. A donation of
$20.00/ person is requested. Please see Sonya Patronik or Father Stephen to register.

FESTIVAL OF TREES - OQur Parish is sponsoring a Tree for the Festival of Trees at
the Brantwyn Estate 600 Rockland Road in Wilmington, DE which benefits the Delaware
Hospice. The Festival begins on Friday, November 13" from 12 Noon - 4PM and
Saturday and Sunday, November 15 & 16 from 10AM — 4PM. There will be a VIP
Preview Event sponsored and hosted by Hoskins & Sons on Thursday, November 13%
from 6-8PM. Tickets are $75 and the preview includes wine and appetizers. We are taking
donations as well to benefit the Delaware Hospice. This will be our charitable Christmas
event. Your generosity will be greatly appreciated. Any questions? Please see Sandy
Cramer.

PATRON’S PATH - We will be taking orders for replacement bricks that will be
engraved and placed in the Path. Just as before, each brick can have the clip art of a three
bar Cross or it can be plain. The donation for the bricks is: 4” x 8” engraved brick is $150
— with the clip art $175; 8” x 8” engraved brick is $200 - with the clip art $225; 12”x 127
engraved brick is $250 — with the clip art $275. If you didn’t get the chance to be a part of
the Patron’s Path before, take the opportunity now and tell your family members as well.
Please see Father Stephen if you would like to place an order.




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL - Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James Weremedic,
Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka
Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Maryann Ozlanski, Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles,
Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel Bernhard, Geri Bilinski, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria
Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley, Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle,
Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz, Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex
Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki, David Dalldorf, Taylor Davis, Peter
DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose
Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary Farell, Kandi Fullerton, James Garrett,
Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci Gray, Charles Gunther,
David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings,
Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Serhii
Ivashyna, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Bill Jones, Linda Josepinson, Michael
Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy Klinedinst, Tommy Knight, Judith
Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Ed Lavender, Ron Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick,
Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea, Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano,
Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann
Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller, Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth
Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen Needham, Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Rick Orner,
Sienna Ozboya, Betty Painter, Anastasios Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne
Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Linda Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Barry Pinkowicz,
Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Joseph Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak,
Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Chuck Redden, Patricia Redden, Sharon Reigh, Christopher
Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn
Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac Schidt, Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa
Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman, Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra
Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens, Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph
Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavlo Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue
Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomei, Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei,
Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret
Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way,
Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




The Seventh Ecumenical Council, held in Nicaea in 787 AD, addressed the
veneration of icons and affirmed their importance in the Christian faith.

Historical Context - The Seventh Ecumenical Council, also known as the
Second Council of Nicaea, took place between September 24 and October 13,
787 AD. It was convened by Empress Irene and presided over by Patriarch
Tarasius of Constantinople. The council was attended by 367 bishops and aimed
to resolve the ongoing Iconoclast controversy, which had been a significant issue
in the Church for over a century.

Key Issues Addressed - The primary focus of the council was the veneration of
icons—religious images depicting Christ, the Virgin Mary, and the saints. The
lconoclasts, who opposed the use of icons, viewed them as idolatrous and sought
to destroy them. In contrast, the Iconodules defended the use of icons, arguing
that they served as important tools for teaching and expressing faith.

The Council ultimately affirmed the legitimacy of icons, stating that they are not
objects of worship but rather representations that help the faithful connect with the
divine. The council declared that icons should be venerated (not worshipped) and
that they play a crucial role in the Church's life and liturgy.

Outcomes and Significance - The council produced 22 canons that outlined the
Church’'s stance on icons and addressed various ecclesiastical matters. [t
restored the veneration of icons, which had been banned under previous
emperors, particularly Leo Il and Constantine V. The council's decisions were
significant in shaping the Orthodox Christian understanding of the Incarnation and
the role of art in worship.

The restoration of icons was celebrated as a friumph of Orthodoxy, and the
council's teachings continue to influence the Orthodox Church's practices
regarding icons to this day. The first Sunday of Lent is commemorated as the
Sunday of Orthodoxy, celebrating the restoration of icons and the victory of the
Iconodules.

In summary, the Seventh Ecumenical Council was a pivotal moment in Church
history, affirming the importance of icons in Christian worship and addressing the
theological implications of their use. lts decisions helped to unify the Church and
clarify its teachings on the nature of Christ and the significance of religious art.




