“Among those born of women

there has not risen one greater than John the Baptist.”
(Matthew 11:11)
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HOLY MYSTERIES
VISITATIONS OF THE SICK AND INFIRM - If you are going into the hospital for
any reason, please inform Father Stephen at the Rectory. Our hospitalization code for
Christiana and Wilmington Hospitals is UKR.

EMERGENCY CALLS - Please call the Rectory anytime (day or night) in an
Emergency!

BAPTISMS — Celebrated by appointment.

CROWNING IN MARRIAGE - Please discuss timing with Father prior to setting a
date. At least six months notice is needed. There are three 2-hour courses that must be

BULLETIN DEADLINE - The deadline for getting information printed in the Weekly
Bulletin is Wednesday.

SUNDAY COLLECTIONS - For the Needs of the Parish; 2™ Youth Ministry
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Schedule of Services and Activities
Week of September 7 - 14, 2025
Celebrating our 98" year of Service to the Lord

Sunday, September 7 — 13" Sunday after Pentecost — Tone 4
8:30 AM — Confessions
9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffeec Hour

Tuesday, September 9
8:00 AM — Butter and Onions

Wednesday, September 10

10:00 AM - Viewing

11:00 AM — Funeral Service for +Anita Holcroft
6:00 PM — Great Vespers for the Feast

6:45 PM - Parish Board Meeting

Thursday, September 11- Beheading of John the Baptist — Strict fast Day
8:00 AM — Divine Liturgy

6:30 PM — Service for 9/11 at Holy Rosary Church

7:00 PM — Boy Scouts

Friday, September 12

7:00 AM —~ Peeling potatoes
10:00 AM — Making cheese Balls
3:00 PM — Making potato balls

Saturday, September 13
8:00 AM — Making pyrohy

Sunday, September 14 — 14™ Sunday after Pentecost — Liturgical New Year - Tone 5
8:30 AM — Confessions ’
9:10 AM — Prayers before Holy Communion
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful
Coffee Hour




SCRIPTUR READINGS

13th Sunday — Matins Mark 16:1-8; Liturgy: 1 Corinthians 16:13-24; Matthew 21:33-42
Monday — 2 Corinthians 12:10-19; Mark 4:10-23
Tuesday — 2 Corinthians 12:20-13:2; Mark 4:24-34
Wednesday — 2 Corinthians 13:3-13; Mark 4:35-41; Great Vespers: 1) Isaiah 40: 1-3, 9;
41:17-18; 45:8; 48:20-21; 54:1; 2) Malachi 3:1-3; 5-7;12; 18; 4:4-6; 3) Wisdom 4:7, 16-
17, 19-20, 5:1-7
Thursday — Beheading of John the Baptist: Matins: Matthew 14: 14: 1-13; Liturgy - 1
Corinthians 4:17 - 5:5; Matthew 24:1-13; Day: Galatians 1:1 — 10, 20 - 2:5; Mark 5:1-20
Friday — Galatians 2:6-10; Mark 5:22-24, 35-6:1
Saturday — 1 Corinthians 4:1-5; Matthew 23:1-12
14th Sunday Liturgical New Year — Matins: Mark:16:9-20; Liturgy 2 Corinthians 1:21-
2:4; Matthew 22:1-14; New Year: 1 Timothy 2:1-7; Luke 4:16-22
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Beheading of St. John - Human Respect
The chief lesson we should learn from the Beheading of
St. John the Baptist is the importance of avoiding what is
called “human respect™. This expression does not mean
the respect that all men and women ought to have for
one another: every human being is created by God and
loved by God and deserves respect; if we wish others to
respect ourselves, we in turn must respect others.

However, the term “human respect” means the fault of
being more concerned about our standing in the eyes of
other people than we are concerned about our standing
in the yes of God. This was the basic sin of King Herod,
which led him to murder St. John the Baptist. King
Herod knew very well that St John was an upright and
holy man; King Herod even loved to listen to St. John,
and often followed St. John’s advice.

Even though most of us do not go around murdering other people (though there are a great
many killings in modern times with motives similar to that of Herod), we are often
tempted by the same sin of “human respect” - to do something which we know to be
morally wrong, only because we fear that others may mock or ridicule us, or even
discriminate against us if they think that we are adhering to a Christian moral standard.
“Human respect” is a very powerful temptation; we must pray that God will give us the
strength and the moral courage to ignore “human respect” and to do what we know is
right.
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Where was MY God?
How many of us have heard that question "Where was your GOD when the World Trade
Center and the Pentagon was attacked?"

Well I know where my GOD was the morning of September 11, 2001, and He was very
busy!

He was trying to discourage anyone from taking
these flights, Those four flights together held
over 1000 passengers and there were only 266
aboard.

He was on 4 commercial flights giving terrified
passengers the ability to stay calm. Not one of
the family members who were called by a loved
one on one of the highjacked planes said that
passengers were screaming in the background.
-, On one of the flights he was giving strength to

S passengers to try to overtake the highjackers.

At

#.Jf He was busy trying to create obstacles for
—. employees at the World Trade Center. After all,
only around 20,000 were at the towers when the
first jet hit. Since the buildings held over 50,000
workers, this was a Miracle in itself. How many of the people who were employed at the
World Trade Center told the media that they were late for work or they had traffic delays.
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He was holding up 2-110 story buildings so that 2/3 of the workers could get out. I was so
amazed that the top of the towers didn't topple when the jets impacted. And when they
did fall, they fell inward. GOD didn't allow them to topple over, as many more lives
would have been lost.

And when the buildings went down, my GOD picked up almost 6,000 of his children and
carried them home with him. Reassuring his frighten children that the worst was over and
the best was yet to come.

He sat down and cried that 19 of his children could have some much hate in their hearts.
That they didn't choose him, but another god that doesn't exist, and now they are lost
forever.




He sent his children that are best trained for this disaster and had them save the few that
were still alive, but unable to help themselves. And then sent many others to help in
anyway they were needed.

He still isn't finished though, he held the loved ones that were left behind in his arms. He
comforts them daily. His other children are given the strength to reach out to them and
help them in any way they can.

And 1 believe he will continue to help us in what is to come. He will give the people in
charge of this great nation the strength and the wisdom to do the right thing. He would
never leave us in our time of need.

So when anyone asks, "Where was your GOD on September 11", you can say
"everywhere"! And yes, although this is without a doubt the worst thing I have seen in
my life, I see God's miracles in every bit of it. I keep praying for those who don't believe
in GOD, every chance I have. I can't imagine going through such a difficult time and not
believing in GOD. Life would be hopeless.

. _ Holy Belt of the Mother of God Commemorated on
e e U Augnst 31 (September 13)

& &- | The Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Birth-
giver of God in a Church of Constantinople's
Chalcoprateia district took place during the reign of the
{ emperor Theodosius the Younger. Before this the holy
relic,. entrusted to the Apostle Thomas by the Mother of
God Herself, was kept by pious Christians at Jerusalem
after Her Dormition. During the reign of Emperor Leo the
Wise (886-911), his wife Zoe was afflicted with an
unclean spirit, and he prayed that God would heal her.
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The empress had a vision that she would be healed of her

- infirmity if the Belt of the Mother of God were placed
upon her. The emperor then asked the Patriarch to open the coffer. The Patriarch removed
the seal and opened the coffer in which the relic was kept, and the Belt of the Mother of
God appeared completely whole and undamaged by time. The Patriarch placed the Belt on
the sick empress, and immediately she was freed from her infirmity. They sang hymns of
thanksgiving to the Most Holy Birth-giver of God, then they placed the venerable Belt
back into the coffer and resealed it.




In commemoration of the miraculous occurrence and the twofold Placing of the venerable
Belt, the Feast of the Placing of the Venerable Belt of the Most Holy Birth-giver of God
was established. Parts of the holy Belt are in the Vatopedi monastery on Mt. Athos, in
Trier monastery, and in Georgia.

Kontakion - Tone 4 - Today your flock celebrates the enshrinement of your precious
sash, * and it earnestly cries out to you: * "Rejoice, O Virgin, boast of all Christians!"

Troparion - Tone 8 - Ever-Virgin Birth-giver of God, protectress of mankind, * you
have given your people a powerful legacy: * the robe and sash of your most honored body
which remained * incorrupt throughout your seedless childbearing;* for through you time
and nature are renewed! * Therefore we implore you: "Grant peace to your people and to
our souls great mercy!"
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Hieromartyr Cyprian the Bishop of Carthage
Commemorated on August 31 (September 13)

The Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, was born in about
the year 200 in the city of Carthage (Northern Africa), where all
his life and work took place. Thascius Cyprianus was the son of a
rich pagan senator, and received a fine secular education
» =4 becoming a splendid orator, and a teacher of rhetoric and
philosophy in the school of Carthage. He often appeared in the
2 courts to defend his fellow citizens.

Cyprian afterwards recalled that for a long time “he remained in a
deep dark mist., far from the light of Truth.” His fortune, received
from his parents and from his work, was spent on sumptuous
banquets, but they were not able to quench in him the thirst for
truth, He became acquainted with the writings of the Apologist Tertullian, and became
convinced of the truth of Christianity. The holy bishop later wrote that he thought it was
impossible for him to attain to the regeneration promised by the Savior, because of his
habits.

He was helped by his friend and guide, the presbyter Cecilius, who assured him of the
power of God’s grace. At 46 years of age the studious pagan was received into the
Christian community as a catechumen. Before accepting Baptism, he distributed his

property to the poor and moved into the house of the presbyter Cecilius.




Two years after his Baptism, the saint was ordained to the priesthood. When Bishop
Donatus of Carthage died, Saint Cyprian was unanimously chosen as bishop. He gave his
consent, having complied with his guide’s request, and was consecrated Bishop of
Carthage in the year 248.

The saint first of all concerned himself about the welfare of the Church and the eradication
of vices among the clergy and flock. The saintly life of the archpastor evoked in everyone
a desire to imitate his piety, humility and wisdom. The fruitful activity of Saint Cyprian
became known beyond the bounds of his diocese. Bishops from other sees often turned to
him for advice on how to deal with various matters.

A persecution by the emperor Decius (249-251), revealed to the saint in a vision, forced
him to go into hiding. His life was necessary to his flock for the strengthening of faith and
courage among the persecuted. Before his departure from his diocese, the saint distributed
the church funds among all the clergy for the aid of the needy, and in addition he sent
further funds.

He kept in constant touch with the Carthaginian Christians through his epistles, and he
wrote letters to presbyters, confessors and martyrs. Some Christians, broken by torture,
offered sacrifice to the pagan gods. These lapsed Christians appealed to the confessors,
asking to give them what is called a letter of reconciliation, i.e. an certificate for accepting
them back into the Church. Saint Cyprian wrote a general letter to all the Carthaginian
Christians, stating that those who lapsed during a time of persecution might be admitted
into the Church, but this must be preceded by an investigation of the circumstances under
which the falling away came about. It was necessary to determine the sincerity of
contrition of the lapsed. To admit them was possible only after penance, and with the
permission of the bishop. Some of the lapsed insistently demanded their immediate re-
admittance into the Church and caused unrest in the whole community. Saint Cyprian
wrote the bishops of other dioceses asking their opinion, and from all he received full
approval of his directives.

During his absence the saint authorized four priests to examine the lives of persons
preparing for ordination to the priesthood and the deaconate. This met with resistance
from the layman Felicissimus and the presbyter Novatus, roused to indignation against
their bishop. Saint Cyprian excommunicated Felicissimus and six of his followers. In his
letter to the flock, the saint touchingly admonished all not to separate themselves from the
unity of the Church, to be subject to the lawful commands of the bishop and to await his
return. This letter kept the majority of Carthaginian Christians faithful to the Church.



In a short while, Saint Cyprian returned to his flock. The insubordination of Felicissimus
was put to an end at a local Council in the year 251. This Council decreed that it was
possible to receive the lapsed back into the Church after a penance, and it affirmed the
excommunication of Felicissimus.

During this time there occurred a new schism, led by the Roman presbyter Novatian, and
joined by the Carthaginian presbyter Novatus, a former adherent of Felicissimus, Novatian
asserted that those who lapsed during a time of persecution could not be readmitted, even
if they repented of their sin. Besides this, Novatian with the help of Novatus convinced
three Italian bishops during the lifetime of the lawful Roman bishop Celerinus to place
another bishop on the Roman cathedra. Against such iniquity, Saint Cyprian wrote a series
of encyclicals to the African bishops, and later a whole book, ON THE UNITY OF THE
CHURCH.”

When the discord in the Carthage church began to quiet down, a new calamity began: a
pestilential plague flared up. Hundreds of people fled from the city, leaving the sick
without help, and the dead without burial. Saint Cyprian, providing an example by his
firmness and his courage, tended the sick and buried the dead himself, not only Christians
but also pagans. The plague was accompanied by drought and famine. A horde of
barbarian Numidians, taking advantage of the misfortune, fell upon the inhabitants, taking
many into captivity. Saint Cyprian moved many rich Carthaginians to offer up means for
feeding the starving and ransoming captives.

When a new persecution against Christians spread under the emperor Valerian (253-259),
the Carthaginian proconsul Paternus ordered the saint to offer sacrifice to idols. He
steadfastly refused to do this. He also refused to give the names and addresses of the
presbyters of the church of Carthage. They sent the saint to the city of Curubis, and
Deacon Pontus voluntarily followed his bishop into exile.

On the day the saint arrived at the place of exile he had a vision, predicting for him a
quick martyr’s end. While in exile, Saint Cyprian wrote many letters and books. Desiring
to suffer at Carthage, he returned there. Taken before the court, he was set at liberty until
the following year. Nearly all the Christians of Carthage came to take leave of their bishop
and receive his blessing.

At the trial, Saint Cyprian calmly and firmly refused to offer sacrifice to idols and was
sentenced to beheading with a sword. Hearing the sentence, Saint Cyprian said, “Thanks
be to God!” All the people cried out with one voice, “Let us also be beheaded with him!”

Coming to the place of execution, the saint again gave his blessing to all and arranged to
give twenty-five gold coins to the executioner, He then tied a handkerchief over his eyes,
and gave his hands to be bound to the presbyter and archdeacon standing near him and




lowered his head. Christians put their cloths and napkins in front of him so as to collect
the martyr’s blood. Saint Cyprian was executed in the year 258. The body of the saint was
taken by night "and given burial in a private crypt of the procurator Macrobius
Candidianus.

Some say that his holy relics were transferred to France in the time of King Charles the
Great (i.e. Charlemagne, 771-814).

Saint Cyprian of Carthage left the Church a precious legacy: his writings and 80 letters.
The works of Saint Cyprian were accepted by the Church as a model of Orthodox
confession and read at two Ecumenical Councils (Ephesus and Chalcedon).

In the writings of Saint Cyprian the Orthodox teaching about the Church is stated: It has
its foundation upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and was proclaimed and built up by the
Apostles, The inner unity is expressed in an unity of faith and love, and the outer unity is
actualized by the hierarchy and sacraments of the Church.

In the Church Christ comprises all the fulness of life and salvation. Those having
separated themselves from the unity of the Church do not have true life in themselves.
Christian love is shown as the bond that holds the Church together. “Love is the
foundation of all the virtues, and it continues with us eternally in the Heavenly Kingdom.”

Troparion — Tone § - Guide of Orthodoxy, teacher of piety and holiness, / luminary of
Carthage, God-inspired adornment of confessors, / O wise Cyprian, by thy teachings thou
hast enlightened all, O harp of the Spirit. / Intercede with Christ God that our souls be
saved.

Kontakion — Tone 2 We honor you, O Cyprian, / as a true shepherd who with your
sacred words and divinely-wise doctrines / has shown us the boundary-stones marking out
the one Church of Christ. / Even unto death you bore witness with courage; / wherefore,
we extol you as a hierarch and martyr. / Entreat Christ that we all be saved.
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PRAYER IS ESSENTIAL

We live in an age of apprehension and fear. Some of this is healthy; some abnormal. The
latter leaves its sad effects. Millions suffer from hypertension or high blood pressure due
to stress. Tons of aspirin will be consumed by people within the next twelve months.
Solutions to this state of affairs aren’t simple.




God places each fresh morning into our hands as a gifi to see what we will do with it. He
also gives us the gift of faith, a lamp at our feet, whose beam can penetrate any spiritual
darkness we may encounter on our daily pilgrimage through life.

Prayer plays an essential part in overcoming anxiety and stress. We can bring the power of
prayer to support us against the problems of life. We have the love, guidance and God’s
loving concern to strengthen and support us. If God is with us, who can be against us?
+ 4+ + + + F +F o+
BEHEADING OF SAINT JOHN THE BAPTIST (SEPTEMBER 11)

Saint John the Baptist was the precursor of Christ, whom Jesus called "the greatest of the
sons of women." He was the last of the Prophets sent by God to the people of Israel to
prepare them for the coming of the Messiah.

Saint John preached repentance on the shores of the Jordan River in Palestine. During that
time a great scandal had occurred. Herod Antipas, tetrarch (a subordinate prince or king)
of Galilee and Perea took Herodias, the wife of his brother Philip and married her.

While the "austere" Pharisees did not dare to condemn their ruler, St. John the Baptist
went to the royal palace and courageously condemned the tetrarch's incestuous union with
Herodias.

Herod, instigated by Herodias, put John into prison. Although Herodias would have liked
10 have him killed, Herod refused to shed his blood partly for fear of the people and partly
out of reverence for the saintly preacher.

On Herod's birthday, the opportunity was given to Herodias to wreak her vengeance on St.
John, There was a great festival thrown and many guests were invited. Herodias' daughter
by Philip, Salome, -danced before the tetrarch and his guests. Herod promised to give her
whatever she wanted, even half of his kingdom. At the prompting of her mother, Salome
asked for the head of Saint John the Baptist. Herod through a false sense of honor for his
promise ordered the guards to carry out Salome's wish. Salome took the head of John to
her revengeful mother.

Strict abstinence was always prescribed for this day among Orthodox Christians. In some
villages in Ukraine, nothing was eaten that came from a head (including garlic or lettuce).
Also, no knives were used on the Feast of the Beheading. In other villages no plates were
used since the head of St. John was offered to Herodias on a platter. This day was
considered a day of sadness. The Feast of the Beheading of St. John is ancient having
been introduced already in the second or third centuries.




ANNOUNCEMNETS
A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to the following. Domonie Bochniak, 9/8
& Anthony Pantelopulos, 9/13 . May God grant them a very happy birthday and keep
them for many, happy and blessed years!

MEETINGS
Parish Board — Wednesday, September 10 @ 6:45 PM — afier Great Vespers

A NOTE FROM OUR TREASURER
During the summer months, our regular deposits fell short of our monthly biils. Please
don’t wait until the end of the year to catch up on your weekly donations that were missed
during vacation time when you were not present at Church. Unfortunately, our shortfall
has placed an undue burden on paying parish bills such as air conditioning and building
maintenance that are still incurred during the summer months. Please catch up on missed
donations to help our Parish meet our obligations.

Mark Andreas, Treasurer

PYROHY SCHEDULE -Sat., September 13; Sat., October 11; Sat., October 25; Sat.,
November 15
Nut Rolls — Tuesday, September 16 - Holubtsi, Sat., October 4;

GREETER MINISTRY SCHEDULE
September 7- Sandy Cramer

September 14 - Sonya Patronik

September 21 - David and Eve Lazaration
September 28 - Zina Twardus and Nancy Tur
October 5 - Kathy and Michael Chalfont

TENTATIVE CALENDER OF EVENTS - 2025

October 16-19 — 24 Regular Sobor of the UOC of USA

Saturday, November 1 — FALL BAZAAR - 10AM - 3PM

Saturday, November 22 — UOL Retreat: St. Nektarios see announcement

24™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE 9/11 TERRORIST ATTACK - Will once and again be
hosted at Holy Rosary Catholic Church beginning at 6:30 PM..

WINE TASTING — What a great time! I’d like to thank Linda Hnatow, co-chair and all
who brought in food and desserts to make this event such a great success! Also thanks to
our co-sponsor, Silverside Liquors and our good friend Onesh for bringing such delicious
wines.



MINISTRY SCHEDULE

(Please find a substitute if you cannot make a given week)
September 7 — Sonya Patronik and John Plachuta
September 14 — Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas -
September 21 - Linda Hnatow and Matthew Andreas
September 28 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik
October 5 — Victor Kaliakin and Sonya Patronik

October 12 — John Plachuta and Linda Hnatow

READERS MINISTRY SCHEDULE
September 7 - Jean Roeth
September 14 - Thomas Scholz
September 21 - John Plachuta
September 28 - Andrew Duncan
October 5 - Thomas Sulpizi
October 12 - Pani FElizabeth Hutnick
October 19 - Linda Hnatow

CLEANING OF THE CHURCH MINISTRY SCHEDULE

Week of September 8 — Michael Tilson & Linda Hnatow, Irene Maskaly
Week of September 15 - John Plachuta and David Lazaration

Week of September 22 - Mark & Laura Andreas

Week of September 29 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

Week of October 6 - Thomas and Lynn Sulpizi

Week of October 13 - Nancy Hlywiak, Jean Roeth, Zina Twardus

‘Week of October 20 - Earle and Jennifer Robinson

UOL SPIRITUAL RETREAT - will be held on Saturday, November 22, The topic: The
Life and Spiritual Legacy of St. Nektarios of Aegina. Registration will begin at 9:00
AM with a continental breakfast. A Moleben to St. Nektarios will be served at 10AM
followed by the movie: Man of God. Lunch will be served at 12:00 Noon followed by
“Stump the Priests”. At 1:00 PM a talk about the Spiritual Legacy of St. Nektarios will be
given by the Very Rev. Protopresbyter Milorad Orlic, Pastor of St. Nicholas Serbian
Orthodox Church , Philadelphia, PA and Professor of Scripture and Patristics at St. Sophia
Ukrainian Orthodox Theological Seminary, South Bound Brook, NJ. A donation of
$20.00/ person is requested. Please see Sonya Patronik or Father Stephen to register.




FEEDING THE HUNGRY - we will make the meals for Emmanuel Dining Hall on
Sunday, September 14 after the Divine Liturgy. Please plan to stay and help!

UOL MEMBERSHIP DRIVE - Speaking of our UOL, it is time to renew your
membership or start a membership. They are always willing to work for the Church. One
of their many charitable works is to take care of our Parish Library. Dues are $20 per
member (please see Treasurer Nancy Hlywiak. Please join and help support our UOL.

OUR 100™ ANNIVERSARY AS A PARISH FAMILY - has been scheduled for
Saturday, July 17. 2027 with an Archpastoral Liturgy and Banquet. Mark your
calendars!!! Qur first fund raiser is the sale of T-shirts $10, Polo Shirts $15 and sweat
shirts $20 with our logo and the 100™ Anniversary embiem thanks to Michael Kapelus.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION SIGN-UP FORM
K - High School

Name(s) of Child(ren)

Grade(s)
Religious Education will be the First Sunday of the month.

Parent Signature




PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL — Metropolitan
Antony, Archbishop Daniel, Archimandrite Raphael, Father George Bazylevky, Father
Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father Andrew Molewski, Father James Weremedic,
Father Volodymyr Wronskyj, Father Michael Zaparyniuk, Matushka Andrejuk, Matushka
Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa Weremedic, Pani Matka Oksanna Bazylevsky, Pani Matka
Jonathan Angelo, Colby Atkinson, Shannon Austin, Joyce Belles, Joyce Bendoakas, Ethel
Bernhard, Irene Billon, James Bolton, Maria Borowenski, Betty Bosland, Becky Bosley,
Angie Brengle, Paul Brengle, Patricia Bringle, Richard Bringle, John Brick, Fedir Bukacz,
Christine Cain, Mark Cello, Erik Colazo, Alex Czernik, Sharon Dalaski, Stephen Dalecki,
David Dalldorf, Taylor Davis, Peter DiVirgilio, James Dudrick, Kathleen Dugan, Mary
Eagleton, Maria Economou, Rose Eldridge, Thomas Fagan, Archantula Fanjoy, Mary
Farell, James Garrett, Lisa Gee, Peter Glenn, Ivan Golovniov, Kathleen Gortva, Staci
Gray, Charles Gunther, David Hamilton, Richard Haslam, Rick Hastings, Victoria
Herrschaft, Carla Hitchings, Greg Hitchings, Alicia Hlywak, John Hlywak, Daniel
Holoviak, Jennifer Huertes, Serhii Ivashyna, Violet Jaskolka, Stephen Johnson, Billl
Jones, Linda Josepinson, Michael Kapelus, Walter Katolik, Diane Keyser, Wendy
Klinedinst, Tommy Knight, Judith Kocinski, Lorissa Kozakova, Ed Lavender, Ron
Lazaration, Joan Libera, Karen Livick, Charles Lontor, Alla Lysenko, Jeremy Madea,
Andrew Makolynyk, Jean Marano, Frederick McCarthy, Fred McKirachan, Stephen
McNulty, Ronald Michel, Mary Ann Michalcewicz, Michelle Michalcewiz, Lisa Miller,
Matthew Miller, Mary Elizabeth Moran, Barry Morris, Elsie Moroz, Karen Needham,
Julie Neff, Ann Nester, Rick Orner, Sienna Ozboya, Beity Painter, Anastasios
Pantelopulos, Anthony Pantelopulos, Daphne Pantelopulos, George Pantelopulos, Linda
Phillips, Joseph Pierson, Barry Pinkowicz, Janilyn Pinkowicz, Bernice Pinkowicz, Joseph
Porini, Robert Powers, Joanne Procak, Joseph Ptak, Carol Purse, Churck Redden, Patricia
Redden,,Sharon Reigh, Christopher Riehl, Arlene Roginski, Wyatt Roland, Andrea
Roman, Jeff Rozwadowski, Glenn Runyan, Carol Rusk, Richard Scharba, Isaac Schmidt,
Clay Seman, John Serth, Larissa Serth, Dawn Sheets, Justin Sheets, Emily Smitheman,
Georgie Smolyar, Alexandra Sparco, Natalia Stanford, Rich Steinman, Joseph Stevens,
Noel Strobino, Charles Joseph Sweeney, Evelyn Synczyszyn, Michael Synczyszyn, Pavio
Tabak, Nicholas Taylor, Sue Taylor, Elenora Thomas, Lydia Thomas, Brysen Tomei,
Dominic Tomei, Mark Tomei, Violet Tomei, Aria Tonner, Mariel Trimble, Martha
Vignali, Jack Vognetz, Margaret Vognetz, Marilyn Wagner, Olena Wasylevska, James
Watts, Chris Way, Leah Way, Barbara Weeks, Laura Worley, Jack Ziegler & James Zook




I AM NOT WORTHY

T. JOHN THE BAPTIST played a vital role in the story of salvation for the
S human race. The son of Zacharias and Elizabeth, John lived his adult life

as a recluse in the Judean wilderness. It had been foretold that ". . . he
would be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. And he will
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God.” (Luke 1:15-16) It is no
wonder then that many who heard him preach and came to the Jordan River to
be baptized by him thought that he might be the long-awaited Messiah.

John, however, never lost sight of what his calling was. He had no “illusions
of grandeur”, for he fully understood that he was to be the “Forerunner of Christ”
- the one who would prepare the world for the coming of the Savior. He was the
‘voice of one crying in the wilderness.” Yes, John made it perfectly clear to all
those who listened to his words: “There comes One after me who is mightier than
I. 1 am not worthy to undo the strap of His sandal.” (Mark 1:7) After baptizing
Jesus - something that he thought himself unworthy to do - John was content to
fade into the background and allow our Lord to begin His redemptive work.

As Christ embarked upon His Divine Mission, John continued to preach the
message of repentance to all who would listen. Never afraid to speak the truth,
John was arrested and cast into prison for criticizing King Herod for his
adulterous relationship with his brother's wife Herodias. This eventually would lead
to his execution by means of beheading.
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