


Saint Nicholas Orthodox Church
Holy Transfiguration Chapel
A Parish of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the USA
Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople
870 Forest Street
Dover, Delaware 19904
Website: www.snicholasuoc.org

Father Stephen Hutnick
E-mail: otchel10@gmail.com

Mailing Address: 870 Forest Street
Dover, DE 19904

We would like to welcome all of our visitors and friends to Saint Nicholas Orthodox
Parish. We would like to ask all of our new visitors to please sign our register so that we
might be able to keep in contact with you about Parish celebrations and events. Through
the intercession of Saint Nicholas we hope and pray that our community might continue to
grow in numbers and in service to the Lord. Through your prayers and dedication of time,
talents and donations, this can become a reality in all faith and in love.

In case of an emergency, please call Father Stephen day or night at the above telephone
number.




May 11, 2025
Volume 18: Number 19
Celebrating our 18™ Year of Serving the Lord
Schedule of Services and Activities
Sunday, May 11 — Sunday of the Paralytic — Mother’s Day — Tone 3
9:30 AM — Divine Lifurgy for the Faithful — Father Gus

Sunday, May 18 - Sunday of the Samaritan Woman - Tone 4
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful — Father Charles

Sunday, May 25 — Sunday of the Man Born Blind — Tone 5
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful — Father Stephen

Sunday, June 1 — Fathers of the First Ecumenical Council — Tone 6
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful — Father Gus

Sunday, June 8 — Pentecost Sunday — Tone 7
9:30 AM — Divine Liturgy for the Faithful — Father Gus
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SCRIPTURE READINGS
Sunday of the Paralytic — Matins: Luke 24:1-12; Liturgy: Acts of the Apostles 9:32-42;
John 5:1-15
Monday — Acts of the Apostles 10:1-16; John 6:56-69
Tuesday — Holy Apostle James — Brother of John — Day: Acts of the Apostles 10:21-33;
John 7:1-13; Apostle - Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11; Luke 5:1-11
Wednesday — Mid-Pentecost — Hieromartyr MacariusActs of the Apostles 14:6-18; John
7:14-30; Hieromartyr: Hebrews 12:7-16; John 10:9-16
Thursday - Acts of the Apostles 10:34-43; John 8:12-20
Friday — St. Theodosius - Acts of the Apostles 10:44-11:10; John 8:21-30; St. Theodosius:
Matins Luke 6:17-23; Liturgy Hebrews 13:7-16; Matthew 11:27-30
Saturday - Acts of the Apostles 12:1-11; John 8:31-42
Sunday Samaritan Woman - Venerable Job of Pochaiv Matins: John 20:1-10; Liturgy:
Acts of the Apostles 12:12-17; John 8:42-51
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HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY - On behalf of our Parish Family, we would like to wish all
of the Mothers of our Parish a very special day as we give thanks for and celebrate
Motherhood. May God continue to bless all of the Mothers of our Parish with health,
peace and happiness for many, happy and blessed years!!



SICKNESS COMES IN MANY FORMS
The Sunday of the Paralytic seems almost out of place in the Paschal cycle of services.
This day is dedicated to commemorating a miracle, which, historically and
chronologically, took place quite early in Christ’s ministry. At first glance, it appears to
have no correlation with the joyful theme of the Resurrection, which we continue to
celebrate, Careful study, however, shows that a subtle, but wonderful connection can be
made between this miraculous event and our Savior’s rising from the dead.

The power of Jesus to HEAL is intimately linked to His Resurrection. It proclaims to us
that He Who can overcome death in His OWN body certainly has power over ALL
human flesh. Simply put, our Lord can heal the paralytic because He Himself can rise
from the dead.

Today’s Gospel lesson is a touching story of a man waiting 38 years for someone to help
him into the healing waters of the pool of Bethesda. How heart breaking are his words to
Christ: “I have no one to put me into the pool.” With compassion for the lonely paralytic,
Jesus commands the man to do something that he must have longed to do for nearly four
decades: “Rise, take up your bed and walk!™

So caught up in the joy of this miracle, it is easy for us to overlook the stern admonition
given to the paralytic by Christ after curing Him: “Sin no more, lest something worse
happen to you.” Sickness and affliction come in many forms. While physical pain and
suffering seem to be the greatest obstacles to a happy life, we must remember that
SPIRITUAL ILLNESSES have consequences that are much more severe. Remember
how Christ once condemned those who have eyes “but do not see” and who have ears “but
do not hear”. Fortunately, our Savior is always there to provide relief from any sickness of
the soul. Truly He is the “Physician of souls and bodies!”

4 YEAR OLD: My Mommy can do anything!

8 YEAR OLD: My Mom knows a lot! A whole lot!

12 YEAR OLD: My Mother doesn't really know quite everything.
14 YEAR OL.D: Naturally, my Mother doesn't know that, either.
16 YEAR OLD: Mother? She's hopelessly old-fashioned.

18 YEAR OLD: That old woman? She's way out of date!

25 YEAR OLD: Well, she might know a little bit about it.

35 YEAR OLD: Before we decide, let's get Mom's opinion.

45 YEAR OLD: Wonder what Mom would have thought about it?
65 YEAR OLD: Wish I could taik it over with Mom.....




"A TRIBUTE TO MOTHERS"

A very beautiful story is related of a boat out at sea carrying in a
father and his little daughter. As they were steering for the shore
they were overtaken by a violent storm which threatened to
destroy them. The coast was dangerous. The mother, at the home
by the seashore, lighted a lamp and started up the worn stairway
to the attic window.

"It won't do any good, mother," the son called after her. But the
mother went up, put the light in the window, knelt beside it and
prayed. Out in the storm the daughter saw a glimmer of gold on
the water's edge. "Steer for that," the father said. Slowly but
steadily they came toward the light, and at last were anchored in
the little sheltered harbor by the cottage. "Thank God," cried the mother as she heard their
glad voices and came down the stairway with the lamp in her hand. "How did you get
here?" she asked. "We steered by mother's light," answered the daughter, "although we
did not know what it was out there."

"Aha!" thought the boy, who was not known for being as very descent type of person.
"Perhaps it is time that I was steering by my mother's light." And before he went to sleep
that night he surrendered himself to God and asked Him to guide him over life's rongh
seas. Months went by, and finally the boy was discovered to have an incurable disease.
The doctor carefully examined him and just shook his head hopelessly. It was another
stormy night when the doctor came for the last time. "He can't live long," was his verdict.
The dying young man looked up into the troubled faces and said, "Do not be afraid for
me. I shall make the harbor, for I have been steering by mother's light."

The Word of God advises each person, "And do not despise your mother..." (Proverbs
23:22b). In an age where respect is so seemingly lacking, it is evident that honor to one’s
mother is also passe and antiquated. Yet there are countless numbers of men, world
famous, who have paid the highest tribute possible to their mothers. Abraham Lincoln
once said, "All that I am, or hope to be, I owe to my angel mother.” And an old saying,
theologically unsound, yet expressing a deep respect for mothers and motherhood, says:
"God could not be everywhere so He made mothers."

As we celebrate Mother's day, let those homes that have the shining example of Christian
living in mother's daily life and activity truly thank God for the rich blessing that money
cannot buy. Let us remember our Mothers today and everyday, living and deceased, and
say a prayer of thanksgiving for all that they have done for us. Mom, for all you do, this
Day is for you.



Metropolitan Saint Macarius, Metropolitan of Kyiv
(Commemorated on May 1/14)
The Hieromartyr Macarius, Metropolitan of Kyiv, was earlier the archimandrite of the
Vilensk Holy Trinity monastery. In 1495, after the death of Metropolitan Jonah of Kiev,
Macarius was chosen and ordained in his place by an assembly of hierarchs; Vassian of
Vladimir, Luke of Polotsk, Vassian of Turov and Jonah of Lutsk. Papers of blessing were
sent from Constantinople by the Patriarch Niphon, confirming the election of St Macarius
to the metropolitan See of Kyiv. On May 1, 1497 Tatars invading Ukraine killed
Metropolitan Macarius of Kiev and All Rus in the village of Strigolovo, at the River
Vzhischa, where the saint was conducting divine services. Many of his flock were Killed
with him, or taken into captivity. The holy incorrupt relics of St Macarius, glorified by
God with miracles, rest now at Kyiv at the St. Volodymyr Cathedral.
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The Healing of the Paralytic
AR O T FRLYTS Christ is Risen! Today, the third Sunday after the Great and Holy
' Feast of Pascha, the Orthodox world commemorates the Healing of
the Paralytic. We remember this event that not only transformed the
life of the paralytic physically, but spiritually as he was led to a
conversion and to a righteous life. Moreover, we celebrate this
event as it exemplifies Jesus' divine power to give life.

As we commemorate this event detailed in the Gospel of John, does
it induce a transformation similar to that of the paralytic in our
lives? Granted, we may not need to be lifted from a bed where we
lay physically paralyzed, but spiritually can we make such a boast that we do not need the
Lord's divine power? Are we able, a mere three weeks after His glorious Resurrection to
carry His light that was passed to each of us and walk in His brilliance? My guess is that
each of us, to some degree, whether we are willing to admit to ourselves or not, is waiting
for the water to be stirred in our life that brings about that healing of body and soul and
sets us on a righteous path.

The water though has already been stirred! Let us not forget that at our baptism we were
baptized into Christ through our immersion into the water of the font, We were freed from
the paralysis of sin and given life in Christ. Similarly, then, we should TODAY celebrate
our spiritual transformation along with the paralytic and as Jesus said, "sin no more".

Let us meditate on the Propers from the Sunday of the Paralytic

O ineffable goodness Who created the human form * You came to heal those who are ill.
* O Christ by Your word You raised the Paralytic at the Sheep Poll * You healed the




suffering of the woman with the flow of blood * You showed mercy to the formented
daughter of the Canaanite woman * and You did not disdain the prayer of the Centurion.
Because of this we cry out in praise: ¥ O Almighty Lord, glory to You!

Jesus went up to Jerusalem to the Sheep Pool * which in Hebrew was called Bethesda *
And there lay a great multitude of sick people in its five porticoes * for the angel of the
Lord went down at certain times and stirred the waters * granting healing to those who
approached in faith. * The Lord saw there a man with a chronic illness * and He asked
him: Do you want to be healed? * The sick man replied: * I have no one to put me into the
pool when the water is stirred. * I have spent my money on physicians * and received no
help from anyone. * The Physician of soul and body said to him: * Take up your pallet
and walk * proclaim to the whole world * the greatness of My mercy and My mighty
deeds. ET AT T R e L TSR
ANNOUNCEMENTS

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY - is expressed to Joseph Shammas, 5/13. May God grant
them a very happy birthday and keep them for many, happy & blessed years!

PLEASE REMEMBER TO PRAY FOR THOSE WHO ARE ILL -~ Mefropolitan
Antony, Father Geroge Bazylevsky, Father Vasyl Dovhan, Father Oleh Hucul, Father
Mark Kozak, Father Mark Leisure, Father Paul Pappas, Father John Perich, Father
Volodymyr Wronskyj, Pani Matka Lilly Lemar, Matushka Laura Odell, Matushka Lisa
Weremedic, Jamison, Wakako Alexander, Theresa Barnes, Paul Calistor, Rita Cook,
Dmitra Cookson, Theodora Coutsos, Davis William Doty; Steve Forte, Yvette Harden,
Thomas Holt, Norma Husnick, Violet Jaskolka, Walter Katolic, Judith Kocinski, Denise
Kolosky, Kristina Koutsoudes, Olympia Koutsoudes, Frederick McCarthy, Bruce
McGloan, Patricia McGloan, Stephen McNulty, Chritina Mentis, Connie Mentis,
Margaret Perkins, Barbara Perrigina, Michael Previte, Sandra Ramondi, Carolynn Ritter;
Jim Saturno, Robert Scharba, Clay Seman, Gail Sherman, Lorraine Sherman, Gerald
Sovinski, Diane Staples, Nicholas Taylor, Kathy Theodorakos, Ralph Vurgich, Edward
Zabowski, Markos Zerefos.,

REDNER FULL SALE SLIPS — are still being coliected. Please save the whole slip.

READER MINISTRY:

May 11- - Christina Mentis

May 18 - Margaret Perkins

May 25 - Subdeacon Kevin Minnich
June 1 - Subdeacon Marc Jaskolka;




THE GREATEST MOTHER OF ALL

n this special day, may we take a moment to honor all the Mothers in our
lives. Throughout history, there have been many great mothers. Let’s take a
look back at the great mothers of the saints of the Church.

Think of how the mothers of all the apostles and disciples shaped their lives.
Eunice the mother, and Lois the grandmother of the Apostle Timothy taught the
young boy God’s Word. Let us honor Nonna, the mother of St. Gregory the
Theologian; Emmelia, the mother of St. Basil the Great, and Anthusa, mother of St.
John Chrysostom. Remarkable women fill the pages of Church history.

But there is one that ranks above them all. There is one of whom an angel of
the Lord called “Blessed amongst women.” There is but one called by God’s Word
“full of grace.” She is none other than the Mother of our Saviour, who was the
Holy Virgin Mary.

We see her in all humility giving birth to her Son in the most meager of
circumstances. She had to flee into Egypt to save His life. Then she fulfills a
mother’s role in full as she raises her Child in Nazareth.

We see her in all anguish as she stands under the cross as her Son dies the
cruel death of crucifixion. What pen can describe the agony of this mother’s heart?
What words can be adequate to depict that event? There are none.

It has been thousands of years since God said: “Honor thy father and thy
mother.” Let us do so today, across all of America. And as we pay due respect and
acknowledge the debt we owe to our mothers, let us not forget the one who is
greatest of all: the Mother of God, the Theotokos, who gave birth to our Savior.
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